EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 21/03/97
19 March 1997

Further information (1) on EXTRA 01/97 (AFR 21/01/97, 6 January 1997) -
Death penalty / Legal concern

COMORCS Said Ali Mhaned
Youssouf Hamad
Mohamed Youssouf

The three men named above who were convicted of nurder and sentenced to
death on 31 Decenber 1996, 3 and 4 January 1997 respectively are stil
detai ned at Moroni prison. They have been denied the right to appeal up
until now and the appeal court is currently not functioning.

I n Septenber 1996, Youssouf Ali was denied his right to appeal and publicly
executed after he was sentenced to death.

The UA Network should continue their action as requested in the origina
previ ous UA. W believe that nore appeals could exert the necessary
pressure on the authorities to allow the three nmen their right to appea
and possibly have their sentences commut ed.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/ airnmai
letters in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the death sentences passed on Youssouf Hamadi, Said
Al'i Mhaned and Mbhanmed Youssouf;

- urging that the three nen be allowed to exercise their right to appeal to
an i ndependent and inpartial higher appeal court;

- reiterating Amesty International's concern at the public execution of
Youssouf Ali in Septermber 1996 without his being able to exercise his right
to appeal

- explaining Amesty International's unconditional opposition to the death
penalty in all cases and urging that the death sentences, if confirned by
an appeal court, be conmuted to a nore hunmane puni shrment.

APPEALS TO

1. President

Mohamed Taki Abdoul kari m

Pr ési dent de | a République

BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

Tel egrans: President, Moroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 233 PRESI REP KO

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président / Dear President

2. Mnister of Justice

Hari m ya Ahned

M nistre de |la Justice, Garde des Sceaux et adnministration penitentiaire
M nistére de |a Justice

MORONI , Conor os

Tel egrans: M nistre Justice, Mroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 219 MAERFI C KO

Salutation: Madanme |le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO



2

Prime Mnister

Ahnmed Abdou

Prem er Mnistre du gouvernenent
BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

M nister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Mout har Ahned Chari f

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres et de | a Coopération
M nistére des Affaires étrangéres et de | a Coopération
MORONI, Conor os

and to diplomatic representatives of Conpros accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 April 1997.



