EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 21/07/97

UA 295/ 97 Extrajudicial executions 8 Septenber 1997
Fear of further extrajudicial executions

COMORCS Scores of people killed in Anjouan

Scores of people have been killed and many others wounded on the |ndian
Ocean island of Anjouan between 3 and 5 Septenber 1997. The killings took
place in Mrontsy and the port of Mitsanmudu during clashes between
government troops and arned secessioni st groups. The exact nunber of people
killed is not yet known. There are fears that arnmed conflict could spread
to the town of Simm, also on Anjouan, and to the island of Grand Conore,
and that nore unarned civilians could be extrajudicially executed.

300 troops, sent by President Taki to crush the resistance novenent of the
Anj ouanai s, arrived on the island on the evening of 3 Septenber. Civilians
were reportedly shot dead indiscrimnately. The victinms included unarned
civilians, nenbers of governnent forces, and nenbers of Anjouanais arned
gr oups.

Government troops injured in the clashes were allegedly evacuated to the
i sl and of Mheli for nedical treatnent. Wbunded civilians were not
evacuated or given nmedical assistance. As of 5 Septenber, humanitarian
organi zations were still being denied access to the wounded.

Air flights and tel ephone comunications with the island have been
suspended. Local sources allege that these |inks were deliberately cut.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The Conoros are conposed of three islands: Grand Conpbre, Anjouan and
Mohel i. Tension has been grow ng on Anjouan and Mheli since 14 July, when
the two islands declared their independence fromthe island of Grand Conore
and the governnment of Conobros, in favour of closer ties with France, the
former colonial power. The recent clashes on Anjouan have taken pl ace
during attenpts by the governnment of President Taki to silence the two

i slands’ clains of independence.

In md-August 1997, the Organi zation of African Unity (OAU) sent a
representative to the Conoros, Pierre Yéré fromCodte d' Ivoire, to try to
seek a peaceful solution to the conflict.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern that scores of people have reportedly been killed
on Anjouan since 3 Septenber;

- appealing to the authorities to issue strict instructions to the security
forces that unarned civilians should not be targeted;

- seeking assurances that the government will inmediately take steps to
prevent any further extrajudicial executions of civilians by the arny;

- seeking assurances that civilians injured during the clashes are provided
wi th inmedi ate nmedi cal assi stance.

APPEALS TO



2

1. President

Mohamed Taki Abdoul kari m

Pr ési dent de | a République

BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

Tel egrans: President, Moroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 233 PRESI REP KO

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear President
Fax: + 269 74 48 21

2. Prine Mnister

Ahnmed Abdou

Premer Mnistre

BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

Tel egranms: Prenmier Mnistre, Mroni, Conoros

Fax: + 269 74 48 28

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Prine Mnister

3. Mnister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Mout har Ahmed Chari f

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres

et de |l a Coopération

M ni stére des Affaires étrangéres

MORONI , Conor os

Tel egrams: M nistre Affaires Etrangéres, Mroni, Conoros
Fax: + 269 74 41 11

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

4. Mnister of Defense

Dél égué a | a défense

M  Houmadi Myonr

M ni stéere de | a défense

MORONI, Conor os

Tel egranms: M nistre Déf ense, Moroni, Conoros

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Mnistry of |[Interior
M Achiraf Said Hachi m

M nistre de |’ Interieur
et de |a Decentralisation
M nistére de |’ Interieur

MORONI, Conor os
and to diplomatic representatives of COMOROS accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 October 1997.



