PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 38/001/2002

UA 114/ 02 | nconmuni cado detention / fear of ill-treatmdl®t April 2002

MAURI TANI A Mohamred Baba Quld Said (m
Bechir Quld El Hassen (m, businessperson
Mohammed Fall Qunere (m), Director, La Tribune newspaper

The three nen naned above were arrested on 12 and 13 April 2002. They are
reportedly detained i ncommuni cado at the headquarters of the Direction de
la SOreté de |'Etat, State Security Service in Nouakchott, the capital
They are at risk of ill-treatnent or torture

All three men were arrested by the Direction de |la Sireté de |’ Etat on
suspicion of links to Conscience et Résistance, a clandestine politica
nmovement, the | eaders of which are reportedly based outside Mauritania. The
novenent advocates political change and does not exclude recourse to

vi ol ence.

Bechir El Hassen, a businessperson, was arrested on 12 April. Mhanmed Baba
Quld Said, who lives in France and was visiting the country, was arrested
the same day. The authorities have apparently accused them of being
involved in the creation of a network of Conscience et Résistance cells
within Mauritania. The basis for the accusation is not known.

Mohammed Fall Quld Qunere, director of the independent newspaper La
Tribune, was arrested in the early hours of 13 April in the town of
Boutilimtt. He was inmediately transferred to the capital, Nouakchott,
some 150km away. La Tribune had recently published an article about a visit
to Mauritania by the | eader of Conscience et Résistance, and his arrest may
be linked to this.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

There is wi despread political repression in Mauritania. Opposition
politicians are regularly detained because of their political activities.
Mohamed Lemni ne Chbih Quld Chei kh Mel ainine, |eader of the Front populaire
mauritani en (FPM, Popul ar Mauritanian Front, was sentenced to five years’
i mprisonment in June 2001 on charges of conspiracy to commt acts of
sabotage and terrorism The case appeared to be politically notivated and
Ammesty International considers himto be a prisoner of conscience.

Peopl e detained for political reasons, or because of their politica
activities, are routinely ill-treated or tortured, particularly when they
are held i ncommuni cado.

Human rights organi zations and the i ndependent media operate with great
difficulty. In particular, human rights organi zations are forced to operate
wi t hout governnment authorization, |eaving themvulnerable to arrest and

har assment .

In April 2002, scores of denobnstrators, many of them students, were
reportedly beaten and otherwise ill-treated as the security forces broke up
denonstrations against Israeli mlitary intervention in the Cccupied
Territories. Sone students were reportedly beaten in their classroons.
Several people required urgent hospital treatnent: one nman, Lella CQuld
Abdatt, sustained severe head injuries and remained in a coma for severa



2

days; another, Moubarak Quld N h, was apparently hit by a tear gas grenade
and suffered severe wounds to his hand.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible,
in French, Arabic, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern for the safety of the three nen naned above, who were
arrested on 12 and 13 April and are reportedly detained i ncomuni cado at
the headquarters of the Direction de |la Slireté de |'Etat in Nouakchott;

- asking the authorities to protect themfromtorture and ill-treatnent,
and to ensure that they are given i medi ate access to their famlies,

| ayers and nedical care, and to humanitarian and human rights

or gani zati ons;

- asking the authorities to clarify the basis for their arrest, and to

rel ease themif they are not to be pronptly charged with a recogni zably
crimnal offence for which there is substantiating evidence.

If you are abl e pl ease al so:

- express concern that the security forces have recently used excessive
force agai nst denonstrators, including beating students;

- call on the Mauritanian governnent to ensure that |aw enforcenent
officers conply with international standards governing the conduct of |aw
enforcenent officials, and publicly renm nd the security forces of their
obligation to respect human rights.

APPEALS TO
Pl ease note that you may experience problens in sending faxes.

Presi dent of the Republic

Son Excel |l ence

Monsi eur | e Président Maaouiya Quld Sid ‘ Ahnmed Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 184 Nouakchott

Maurit ani a

Faxes: + 222 52 52636 (attention of Président de |a République)
Sal ut ati on: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

M nister of the Interior

Monsi eur Lenrabott Sidi Mahnoud

Mnistre de I'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écommuni cati ons
M nistéere de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écommuni cati ons
BP 195 Nouakchott

Mauritani a

Faxes: + 222 52 53661

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Sghair Quld Moareck

M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

BP 350 Nouakchott

Mauritani a

Faxes: + 222 52 57002

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Publ i c Prosecutor




Moharmed Yesl em Quld Jidi nmou

Procureur de | a République

Pal ai s de Justice

Nouakchott, Mauritania

Tel egranms: Procureur République, Nouakchott, Mauritania

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Procureur de la République / Dear M Quld Jidinou

COPI ES TO

Newspaper
Le Cal ane
emai |l : cal ame@onpunet. nr

La Tri bune
BP 6227 Nouakchott
Mauri t ani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 May 2002.



