EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 43/01/97

UA 19/97 Legal concern / Fear of ill-treatment /
Probabl e prisoners of conscience 17 January 1997
NI GER At |east 100 nmenbers and supporters of the Front pour |a

restauration et |a défense de |la dénocratie (FRDD), Front for
the Restoration and Defence of Denobcracy, a coalition of eight
opposition parties, including:

Mahamane Qusmane, forner President,|eader of the Convention
dénocrati que et social e (CDS)

Maharmadou | ssoufou, forner President of the Nationa
Assenbly, |leader of the Parti nigérien pour |la dénocratie et
I e socialisne (PNDS)

Mamadou Tandj a, | eader of the Muvenent national pour |a
soci été et | e dével oppement (MNSD), the fornmer single party

At |east 100 people arrested since 11 January 1997 are being held

i ncommuni cado and wi thout charge in various places of detention in the
capital, Niamey, and throughout Niger. Their |awers and relatives have
been deni ed access and informati on about their exact whereabouts. Amesty
International is concerned that they may face torture or ill-treatnent.

The detai nees are nenbers and supporters of several opposition politica
parties belonging to the FRDD (see above). They appear to have been
arrested solely as an attenpt by the authorities to stop a peacefu

nati onal canpaign by the FRDD calling for a return to denocracy and free
access to the press. The first arrests took place in Nianmey on 11 January
1997 when the security forces broke up a denonstration called by the FRDD
whi ch they clai ned had been banned. Fifty-eight people were arrested,

i ncl udi ng ni ne wonen who were subsequently rel eased. Twenty-six people
were reportedly injured, one seriously. Although the denpnstration appears
to have been peaceful, after it was dispersed some protestors were reported
to have bl ockaded the roads and set tyres on fire.

The governnent has accused the FRDD of planning a canpaign to destabilize
the country and dozens of opposition nenbers and supporters were reported
to have been arrested in N amey and other towns in the hours and days
foll owi ng the denpnstration. They included Mahamane Qusnane, forner

Presi dent, Mahanadou |ssoufou, forner President of the National Assenbly,
and Marmadou Tandj a, | eader of the MNDS (see above). Initially held under
house arrest, the three were noved to an unknown place of detention on 14
January.

None of those arrested appears to have been charged and they continue to be
hel d i ncommuni cado beyond the normal 48 hours’ legal limt of garde a vue,
the period after which detainees nust be referred to a judicial authority.
On 14 January the governnent announced that Mahamane OQusmane, Mahanmadou

| ssouf ou and Mamadou Tandja would be tried by a state security court for
atteinte a la slGreté de |'Etat et renversenent du réginme, threatening the
security of the state and overthrowing the reginme. This special court was
established by legislation in 1974 which also allows for detention wthout
charge for up to two nonths. The state security court was re-established
by presidential decree on 14 January and its nenbers were sworn in on 17
January.
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BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

There has been a serious decline in the human rights situation in Niger
since 27 January 1996 when Col onel |brahi m Baré Minassara overthrew the
denocratically el ected government of President Mahanmane Qusmane in a
mlitary coup. After presidential elections in July 1996, Col one

Mai nassara renmai ned as head of state although the opposition contested the
results of the elections which were marked by serious irregularities. 1In
protest, the opposition boycotted |egislative elections held in Novenber
1996.

Since the coup in January 1996, the authorities have on several occasions
sought to contain opposition by suppressing peaceful denonstrations and
resorting to prolonged detention w thout charge, house-arrest, and torture
and ill-treatment of political detainees, in particular during the
presidential canpaign in July 1996. Anmmesty International docunented
separate incidents of torture and ill-treatnent of detai nees including
beati ngs, shaving of heads and nock executions. In an incident in Zinder
on 11 July 1996, some detainees were reportedly publicly hunmiliated by
being forced to undress conpletely and sinulate the sexual act on the
ground.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that at |east 100 opposition nmenbers and supporters

i ncludi ng forner President Mahamane Qusmane, forner President of the
Nat i onal Assenbly Mahamadou | ssoufou and the | eader of the MNSD, Manmadou
Tandj a, are reported to be detained i ncormuni cado and wi t hout charge;

- seeking clarification of the legal basis for their continuing detention
and urging that their places of detention be nade public and that they be
gi ven access to |lawers and rel atives;

- seeking assurances that the detainees are being treated humanely in
accordance with international standards for conditions of detention;

- stating that Amesty International recognizes the right of any governnent
to maintain | aw and order but expressing concern that nost of the detainees
appear to be have been arrested only because of their peaceful politica
activities and urging that all prisoners of conscience be i mediately and
unconditionally released and that any others be charged with recogni zably
crimnal offences and pronptly and fairly tried according to internationa
st andar ds.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur |l e général |brahi mBaré Miinassara
Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence, Nianey, Niger

Tel egranms: President, N aney, N ger

Fax: + 227 733430

Sal ut ation: Excellence / Dear President

Prime Mnister

Monsi eur Amadou Boubakar Cissé
Premer Mnistre

La Primature, Nianey, Niger




Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre, N anmey, Niger
Fax: c/o Mnistry of Foreign Affairs +227 735231
Salutation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre / Dear Prine Mnister

Mnister for the Interior
Monsi eur |di Ango Onmar

Mnistre de |'Intérieur

M nistére de |'intérieur, N aney, Niger

Tel egranms: Mnistre Interieur, N anmey, Niger
Tel ex: 5214

Faxes: +227 722176
Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Mnister for Justice

Monsi eur Boubé Qumarou

M nistre de la Justice et des Droits de |'Home, Garde des Sceaux
M nistére de la Justice, Nianmey, Niger

Tel egranms: Mnistre Justice, N anmey, Niger

Faxes: +227 735231

Tel ex: 5214

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur | brahi m Hassane Mayaki, Mnistre d' Etat, chargé des Rel ations
Ext érieures, Mnistéere des Affaires étrangeres, N aney, Niger.

Fax: 227 735231

and to diplomatic representatives of Niger accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretari at
or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 March 1997.



