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Niger: Emergency legislation infringes non-der ogable human rights

The emergency measures taken in response to tleel draareg opposition movement, fieuvement des
Nigériens pour la justicéMNJ), Niger People’s Movement for Justice, haaak o unjustified restrictions
on certain fundamental human rights guaranteedteyriational instruments to which Niger is a sfdy.

Amnesty International has received corroboratirigrmation about the arbitrary arrest of dozens of
civilians in the Agadez region, in the north of twintry, some of whom have allegedly been tortuted
least five of them have been detained without ahatghe Agadez military company headquarters for
more than three weeks. They were transferred ykstdo the capital, Niamey, without having had the
opportunity to see a lawyer and without their fagsiknowing the charges made against them. Moreover
an unknown number of other people continue to bairted by the security forces without having been
brought before a judge.

“Amnesty International calls on the Niger authostte publish the names of all the civilians detdirees
well as their place of detention and the chargedemgainst them. These people must have accdssirto t
families and to a lawyer and be presumed innodgmise against whom no charge is made must be
immediately released Erwin Van Der Borght, Director of the Amnesty Imational Africa Program said
today.

These violations, banned under international l@lpdv the decree issued by the President of Niger,
Mamadou Tandja, on 24 August 2007, which annouacelise en garde(state of alert) in the Agadez
region for a period of three months and gave theyand the police apparently unlimited powers.

Amnesty International is deeply concerned thatdheissuing this fhise en gardg(Law 2002-30 of 31
December 2002 on the general organization of natidefence) does not specify any of the powerstgdan
to the security forces in this type of situatioheTaw only definesrhise en gardeas “appropriate
measures to ensure the government’s freedom toegittce the vulnerability of populations or impata
infrastructure and guarantee the security of arnfdes mobilisations and operatiohs.

These vague provisions have allowed the securnitgfoto arrest civilians in their own homes at laoyr

of the day or night. The Tuareg shopkeeper, Motmstédgarimoun, was arrested at his home in Agadez on
25 August 2007 at 3.10 a.m. He is among a grodp@fletainees transferred today to Niamey. Other
individuals, arrested in Arlit (approximately 24thKrom Agadez), have been detained for several syeek
apparently incommunicadat the Madaweila military company headquarters.

In addition, on 31 August 200he Conseil supérieur de la communication (CSC\mer, Superior
Communication Council of Niger, banned live radébdtes on the situation in the Agadez region. Even
before the fise en garden the Agadez region, the authorities had vidietee freedom of the press by
threatening journalists, suspending the bimonttitylAfo for three months and, on 19 July 2007,
suspending the transmission of Radio France Intiemede (RFI) broadcasts for one month.



“The Niger authorities must bear in mind that, byué of international law, certain fundamental laws
cannot be suspended and must always be respedtether a state of exception has been declared By no
Erwin Van Der Borght said today.

Among the rights (as set out in international imstents, including the International Covenant onil@irnd
Political Rights and the African Charter on Humaia &eople’s Rights, to which Niger is a state patrtst
can in no circumstances be derogated are not belsight to life and the right not to be subjedied
torture or to other cruel treatment but also tgatrnot to be subjected to arbitrary arrest, thktmot to be
deprived of liberty and the right to be treatedwiitimanity and with respect for the inherent digoitthe
human person. Moreover, international law provities$ derogations of the freedom of expression inest
limited “to what is strictly required by the sitiat”.

Background information

A new Tuareg armed opposition movement,Maivement des Nigériens pour la jusiiséNJ), Niger
People’s Movement for Justice, appeared on Feb2@0Y and launched attacks against the Niger myijita
killing about 40 soldiers and taking about anoff@isoldiers hostage, many of whom were later retbas

The MNJ is demanding better implementation of thege agreement that put an end to the Tuareg
insurrection in 1995, especially the social ancheoaic provisions. Despite calls for negotiation méy
civil society and several Niger political parti®gesident Mamadou Tandja has so far refused tatiaggo
with the MNJ, whose members he describedasadits and drug dealets



