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**NEWSFLASH**
BAHAMAS

Executed despite widespread appeals

Amnesty International deeply regrets that David Mitchell was hanged at 6.30 this morning as
scheduled, despite appeals from awide variety of sources, including the victim's son.

David Mitchell had a petition pending before the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, aleging that his rights under the American Constitution had been violated.

Amnesty International aso regrets that John Higgs, whose execution was scheduled for
today, succeeded in taking his own life on 4 January 2000. It has been reported that he dit hiswrists
whilst under suicide watch.

Amnesty International urges the government of the Bahamas to uphold its obligations under
internationa law, and to impose an immediate moratorium on executions, with aview to abolishing
the death pendty permanently.
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For moreinformation please call Amnesty International's press officein London, UK, on
+ 44 171 413 5566



