EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AMR 24/01/96

UA 216/ 96 Fear for safety 5 Sept enber 1996

COSTA RICA Rei na Xi omara ZELAYA GONZALEZ, and her daughters:
Maryuri Johanna ZELAYA GONZALEZ, aged 6 (f)
St ephania Xi omara CABALLERO ZELAYA, aged 12 (f)
Cynt hia Lorena CABALLERO ZELAYA, aged 13 (f)

Rei na Xi omara Zel aya, who fled to Costa Rica with her three young daughters
in February 1996 after receiving death threats in her native Honduras, is
once again in fear for her life. During the past two weeks she has been
subj ected to surveillance and harassnment in Heredia, near San José, Costa
Ri ca, apparently by nmenbers of the Honduran security forces.

The targeting of Reina Zelaya is believed to be a result of the fact that
the father of two of her daughters, Cynthia and Stephania, is Florencio
Cabal l ero, a fornmer nenber of the Honduran military intelligence unit,
Batal | 6n 3-16, Battalion 3-16. He has testified during investigations into
past human rights violations in Honduras (see below), and is currently
seeki ng asylum i n Canada.

On 29 August 1996, an unidentified man, believed to be a nenber of the
Honduran security forces, foll owed Reina Zel aya t hroughout the day while
she was receiving treatnment at the Hospital del Seguro, a hospital in
Heredia. The sane nan was seen near her place of residence on 30 August
and reportedly approached six-year-old Maryuri Zelaya Gonzéal ez to ask her
about herself and her father and nother.

Unidentified nen in civilian clothing, believed to be menbers of the
Honduran security forces, have reportedly foll owed Reina Zel aya and her
daughters since they arrived in Costa Rica. On 17 August, when Reina

Zel aya was working at a bar in Heredia, she was reportedly approached by
two unidentified nen with Honduran accents, who asked her nanme and then
left. The sane nen returned to the bar on the follow ng two days but did
not find her there. As a consequence of this harassment, Reina Zelaya had
to give up her job at the bar

St ephania Xi omara was reportedly foll owed by unidentified individuals in a
car with tinted wi ndows after |eaving school in |ate August.

Rei na Zel aya and her daughters have been granted asylumin Costa Rica.
BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Former nenbers of the Honduran military have provided information on the
practice of "di sappearance” in that country to the Inter Anerican Court of
Human Ri ghts and other national and international agencies intent on
establishing the truth about past gross human rights violations in
Honduras. An official report estimtes that at | east 184 people

"di sappeared” in Honduras in the 1980s. Florencio Caballero testified to
havi ng wor ked between 1979 and 1984 as an interrogator for Battalion 3-16,
amlitary intelligence unit entrusted with the task of targeting politica
suspects and carrying out their abduction, detention, torture and nurder.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:



- expressing concern for the safety of Reina Xi omara Zel aya and her
daughters in the light of the harassnment and surveill ance agai nst them

all egedly carried out by nenbers of Honduran security forces in Costa Rica,;
- calling for imedi ate steps to be taken to guarantee the safety of Reina
Xi omara Zel aya and her daughters;

- urging an imedi ate investigation into these threats and that those
responsi bl e be brought to justice;

- as a part of this investigation, requesting that the Costa Rican
authorities raise the matter with their Honduran counterparts.

APPEALS TO

1) President of Costa Rica

Dr. José Maria Figueres O sen

Presidente de | a Republica de Costa Rica

Casa Presidencia

Apartado 10089

1000 San José, COSTA RICA

Tel egrans: President Figueres, San José, Costa Rica
Faxes: + 506 253 9078

Sal utation: Sefior Presidente / Dear President

2) Interior Mnister in Costa Rica

Lic. Maureen Clark

M ni stro de Gobernaci 6n y Policia

M ni steri o de Gobernacién y Policia

Apartado 10006

1000 San José, COSTA RICA

Tel egrams: Mnistro Interior, San José, Costa Rica
Faxes: + 506 253 6243

Sal utation: Sefiora Mnistro / Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

1) Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi oner (Honduras)

Lic. Leo Vall adares Lanza

Com si onado Naci onal de | os Derechos Humanos
Avda. Los Proceres 3623

Teguci gal pa MDC., HONDURAS

Fax: + 504 36 7213

e-mai | : conadehl@s. gbm hn

2) Office for the Defence of the People (Costa Rica)
Sr. Rodrigo Al berto Carazo

Def ensoria de | os Habitantes de | a Republica

Apdo Postal 1240-1007

San José, COSTA RI CA

Fax + 506 296 2512

3. Newspaper in Costa Rica
La Naci 6n

Ll orente de Tibas

Apartado 10138

San José, COSTA RI CA

Fax: +506 240 6480




4. Newspaper in Honduras

Di ari o Ti enmpo

Altos del Centro Conercial Prisa
Col oni a M ranont és

Teguci gal pa, HONDURAS

Fax: +504 31 0422

and to diplomatic representatives of Costa Rica accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 October 1996.



