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Afghanistan: Learning from the past to build the future
Idamabad/L ondon: "'In debating the future of Afghanistan, the international community must ensure
that human rights are not just on the agenda, but that human rights become the agenda," Amnesty
Internationa said today in anew report.

"Theinternationa community has an opportunity at this critical moment to put the human
rights of the Afghan peoplefirg, to learn from the past to build the future. The UN Secretary-
Generd's Specid Representative to Afghanistan, Mr Brahimi, has the responsibility to ensure that
human rights are integrated into dl discussons about the future of Afghanistan.”

The report makes severd recommendations to assst in the rebuilding of Afghanistan. Those
entrusted with leadership must be persons of integrity committed to the human rights protection of
al, particularly women. Women and ethnic and religious minorities must not be discriminated againgt
in the creation of government and indtitutions.

Throughout the ongoing conflict Amnesty International has documented grave human rights
abuses by combatants of dl the various warring parties. Any settlement to the conflict must ensure
accountability for these abuses and the perpetrators should be brought to justice in accordance with
international standards of fair trid.

"While Amnesty International appreciates the need for nationd reconciliation after years of
war and repression, any future political agreement must not dlow for impunity for those who have
abused human rights in the past. Avoiding the truth about a country's past and ignoring
accountability will not achieve peace.”

Ignoring a past history of human rights violations for reasons of political expediency hasa
poor track record. From Cambodiato SerralLeone, Angolato Chile, the legacy of grave human
rights violations which have never been accounted for continues to have a negative effect on the
peace process, and has undermined human rights protection - even decades after the violations
occurred.

Any politica settlement should contain explicit guarantees from the parties on the immediate
ending of serious abuses, including extrgudicid killings, torture and arbitrary detention. Specific
protection should be sought againg retdiation and discrimination againgt ethnic and religious groups.

The report calls for child soldiersto be demobilized, restrictions on arms supplies,
internationd protection for refugees, and a vigorous program of human rights inditution-building.
Disarmament and demining should be included as important components of a political settlement,
and should be adequately resourced and supported by the international community.

An expert commission should be set up to examine and advise on how to bring perpetrators
to justice and ensure that dl future indtitutions, including the judiciary and law enforcement agencies,
are established to promote and protect human rights.



Amnesty Internationd is dso caling for human rights monitors to be deployed throughout
Afghanigtan as soon as possible to assigt in ensuring protection of human rights during peace-
making, in the immediate post-conflict phase aswel as during the phase of inditutiond reform. The
monitors should include experts on women's rights.

The report gives a history of human rights abuses over the past 23 years until the present
day, including under Northern Alliance and Taleban and provides a human rights agenda for
the future. For a copy of the report contact mcatsani @amnesty.org

Vist Amnesty Internationd's eectronic press kit on 11September crigs:
http://web.amnesty.org/mavp/av.nsf/pages/usa press page
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For more information please call Amnesty International in Islamabad on mobile phone +47 911 00 676 or the
press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413 5566
Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X ODW web : http://www.amnesty.org



