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Fiji: Rule of law or rule by force
Today's Court of Apped ruling in Fiji upholding the Condtitution is alandmark human rights
decision which supports the rule of law over rule by force, Amnesty Internationa said.

Fiji's Interim Prime Minigter, in afirst reaction to the judgment which ruled that the
government which took over after the May coup wasillegal, has suggested that a different "standard
of human rights’ gpplied in Fiji.

"Human rights are internationaly recognized as universa - they apply equaly everywhere
for everyone. Fiji needsto find away of solving its problems in accordance with these internationa
standards, recognizing that indigenous rights are equa - not superior - to other human rights. Racid
discrimination, or even racist violence, cannot be judtified,” the organization said.

"In UN peace-keeping operations, Fiji soldiers have died in defence of human rights and the
rule of law. Amnesty Internationa urges the Great Council of Chiefs and the Interim Adminigtration
to now defend these fundamenta vaues at home."

The Fiji authorities response to today’ s Court of Apped judgment on condtitutiona rights
will be an example for future generations and far beyond the Pacific, Amnesty Internationa said.
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For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact Amnesty Internationd’s Audtrdia-
Pecific spokesman, Dr Heinz Schurmann-Zegge, in London on +44 20 7413-5720, or the
organization's Asa-Pacific Press Officer, Maya Catsanis, on London +44 20 7413-5729.
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413
5566
Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X ODW web : http://www.amnesty.org



