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Amnesty Internationa welcomes the speed with which the UN Secretary-Generd has created a
fact-finding team, to be headed by Martti Ahtisaari, the former President of Finland, to establish
what happened in Jenin refugee camp. The organization is concerned, however, that unless the team
has a clear mandate, powers and al necessary resources to thoroughly investigate aleged abuses of
humean rights and internationd humanitarian law, it will be extremdy difficult to conduct an
authoritative inquiry.

Amnesty Internationd’ s delegates have just returned from Jenin, and found credible evidence of
serious breaches of human rights and humanitarian law. These include unlawful killings, excessve
use of lethd force, and fallure to give civilians warning before atacks by hdicopters. They found
extensive destruction of property without apparent absolute military necessity, denid of medica and
humanitarian assstance and ill-trestment of detainees. Since many people remain detained, Amnesty
Internationa urges that the UN fact-finding team should aso establish the legdity of their detention
and invedtigate their trestment during arrest and detention.

Given the conflicting daims about the numbers and nature of killings, the circumstancesin which a
range of human rights abuses occurred and the complexity of legd issuesinvolved, the team should
be provided with additiona expert assstance to enable it to conduct an authoritative and thorough

inquiry.

Amnesty Internationd calls on the UN to ensure that the fact-finding team will be supported by:

. aufficient numbers of crimind judtice investigators, baligtic experts, aswell asforensc
experts able to carry out post-mortem examinations,

. expertsin both international humanitarian and human rights law;

. expertsin protection of victims and witnesses, including women and children;

. al necessary expertise and assistance from the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The fact-finding team should carry out its investigations on the basis of relevant internationd
humanitarian law and human rights standards. These include UN standards for investigation,
notably the UN Principles for the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legd, Arbitrary



and Summary Executions, the 1991 UN Manud on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of
Extra-Legd, Arbitrary and Summary Executions and the 1995 Guiddines for the conduct of UN
Inquiries into Allegations of Massacres.

Furthermore, the team should be permitted to speak to anyone in private including to al necessary
Israeli and Palestinian officids, members of the Isragli Defence Force, as wdll as detainees, and
have powers to gain access to dl necessary documentary and other evidence.

Amnesty Internationd cals on the internationa community to assst the team by providing al
necessary resources, materia and technica equipment enabling it to conduct a full-scae expert
invedtigation.

Amnesty Internationa calls on dl parties concerned to ensure the safety and security of the
investigative team and to fully cooperate with its members. They should take al necessary stepsto
ensure that the fact-finding team has unimpeded accessto al places.

Amnesty Internationa welcomes that the fact-finding team will be deployed immediately, and urges
that their reports to the Secretary-Genera should be made public as soon as possible.

In the event that the fact-finding team is not provided with a clear mandate, additiond expertise and
adequate resources to effectively investigate the dleged abuses of human rights and internationd
humanitarian law in Jenin aince 3 April 2002, the team should only be consdered as afirst step
towards the prompt creetion of afull scae independent, international commission of inquiry which
the gravity of the dlegations clearly cdlsfor. Eventualy those respongble for violations of
internationa law must be brought to judtice in trids meeting internationa standards.

In view of the continuing reports of abuses of human rights and humanitarian law received by
Amnesty Internationd, the organization welcomes that the Security Council, in adopting resolution
1405, stressed the need for dl concerned to ensure the safety of civilians and to respect
international humanitarian law.



