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TUNI SI A Hurman ri ghts defenders
Victins of human rights abuses by the authorities

The Tuni sian authorities have effectively closed down the country’s main
human rights organi sati on. They now have control of its offices and have
access to all its files on human rights violations by the state. The
organi sation's | eaders now face arrest if they continue their human rights
activities, and those who have reported state human rights abuses risk
further persecution.

The Ligue tunisienne des droits de |’ homme (LTDH), Tunisian Human Ri ghts
League, is the oldest human rights organisation in the Arab world. Its
closure is a major setback to the progress of human rights in the country.
After years of keeping a low profile, as a result of governnment pressures,
the LTDH had reasserted itself as a force for human rights by electing
known and out spoken human rights activists to its governing body at the end
of |ast nonth.

On 27 Novenber a Tunis court ordered all LTDH activities to cease on the
pretext that four of its menbers, known to be close to the authorities, had
conpl ai ned that elections to the organi sation’s governi ng body at the end
of last nmonth had been unfair. A bailiff and police went inmediately to the
LTDH office in Tunis, ordering the organisation’s President and Executive
Board to | eave at once. They may be arrested and prosecuted for anything
they do from now on behal f of the LTDH.

The authorities now control the LTDH offices and have access to all the
information held there. This poses a grave risk to those who have testified
in confidence to the LTDH about human rights abuses in the country. Those
who conplain, and their famlies, routinely face retaliation by the
authorities and security services.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The LTDH was dissolved in 1992 when it refused to conply with a new | aw
regulating the activities of NG, which was enacted by the authorities to
curtail and control NGO activities. Since it resumed operations in 1994,
the LTDH has been under constant pressure fromthe authorities, whose
policy of coercion, cooption and infiltration has brought NGO activities to
a virtual standstill. Hence, since 1994 its activities have been very
[imted and not threatening to the government.

However, at its Congress in late October, the LTDH el ected a new 25- nenber
board made up of outspoken human rights defenders, including a new
President, human rights [awer Mkhtar Trifi. Wth these new board nenbers,
who in recent years had taken a courageous stance on human rights issues in
the face of official intimdation and pressure, the LTDH suddenly posed a
threat to the authorities.

Four LTDH nmenbers known to be close to the authorities filed a conpl aint
that the election at the Congress had been unfair. Three of the four had
stood unsuccessfully for election. None had raised any objections before
the result was announced, and they have so far done nothing to substantiate
their claims.
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At the sane tine the authorities |aunched a series of virulent attacks on
the newl y-el ected LTDH board, in public declarations and in articles in the
rigidly state-controlled press.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnai
letters in French, English, Arabic or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at this latest attack on Tunisian human rights

def ender s;

- urging that the suspension of the LTDH activities be imedi ately revoked,
and that the organisation be allowed to resune using their offices;

- seeking assurances that the conplaint filed by the participants to the
LTDH s 5th Congress be subjected to a fair procedure for both parties, the
plaintiffs and the LTDH board agai nst whom t he conpl ai nt has been | odged,
and that the latter be given adequate tine to prepare their defence.

APPEALS TO

Mnister of the Interior

M Abdal | ah KALLEL

Mnistre de |'Intérieur

Mnistere de |'Intérieur

Avenue Habi b Bour gui ba

1001 Tunis, Tunisia

Tel egram Mnistre Interieur, Tunis, Tunisia
Fax: + 216 1 340 888

E- mai | ; m nt @n ni steres.tn

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Your Excellency

Presidential Councillor for Human R ghts

M Dali JAZ

Consei | | er Spécial auprés du Président de | a République,
chargé des droits de |’ home

Pal ai s Présidenti el

Tuni s

Tuni si a

Fax: + 216 1 571314

Sal utation: Monsieur |e Conseiller / Your Excellency
COPI ES TO

Tuni si an Human Ri ghts League

Mokht ar TRI Fl

Pr ési dent

Li gue tuni sienne des droits de |’ homre

Fax: + 216 1 322 862

Sal utation: Chers Am s/ Mnsieur |le Président, Menbres de |la LTDH
and to diplomatic representatives of Tunisia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 January 2000.



