21 Septenber 2001
A Joint Civil Society Statenent on the Tragedy in the
United States

In the wake of the tragic events that took place in
the United States of Anmerica on 11lth Septenber 2001, we
wi sh to extend our deepest condol ences to all who have
| ost | oved ones and to the nmillions nore whose |ives
have been affected. The horrific scenes we have
witnessed renmind us that all too often, in many places
around the world, innocent people are the victins of
conflict and aggressi on beyond their control

During this tinme of shared grief, we pay tribute to
citizens, non-profit organizations and rescue workers
whose acts of bravery and vol unteeri sm sum up the best
of our conmon humanity. W urge continued support for
the inmportant work being done by a range of civi

soci ety organisations to help people affected by this
current crisis as well as by the increasing politica
vi ol ence around the world.

At the global level, we want to raise our voices for
peace, justice, human rights and the rule of |aw
Those who have planned, carried out or abetted these
appalling crinmes must be brought to justice. This
tragedy makes plain the need for a system of
international justice, relying on rules of evidence,
proof of guilt, respect for rights and due judicia
pr ocess.

We should resist efforts to target peopl e because of
their race, religion, ethnic background or appearance,
i ncluding imrigrants in general and people of the
Islanmic faith and Arab conmunity in particular. W
note with great concern the attacks agai nst people
believed to be Muslinms or fromthe Arab conmunity and
the desecration of nobsques and Si kh Tenpl es.

Great care nmust be taken in the use of | anguage and

i mages. Neither justice nor peace will be served by

t he denoni sation of particular communities. As |eaders
in civil society, we have an obligation to ensure that
every part of the comrunity is respected, that its

voi ce can be heard, and that human rights and public
safety for all are upheld. We appeal to the nedia to
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act responsibly in their use of imagery or
inflammatory | anguage. W& also wish to stress the
vital role of information and conmunications to
promot e i nfornmed debate and deci si on- maki ng.

Wil e enpotions are running high, we urge restraint on
the part of political |eaders. To react with w sdom
and long-termeffect, |eaders nust not act in haste,
unilaterally, or indiscrimnately. W call for a
strong commtnent to human rights, international |aw
and hurmanitarian concern in any actions that are
taken. We should be notivated by the denmand for
justice, not revenge, and by the pursuit of peace,
exhausting all peaceful neasures so that many nore

i nnocent victins do not suffer. W feel strongly that
there is no purely mlitary solution to the kinds of
acts that we saw | ast week. |ndeed, the blunt

i nstrument of war may further intensify a cycle of

vi ol ence and attract new recruits to terror.

We do not underestimate the difficulty or the urgency
of the task facing political |eaders. But we are
convinced that a safer world for all can only be

achi eved by the extension of human rights and the rule
of law. As they act to prevent such attacks in the
future, we urge governnments to uphold the fundanmental
civil liberties that underpin denocratic
participation. We believe that in a world afflicted by
vast inequality, governnments and citizens alike have a
responsibility to work for sustainable devel opment and
social inclusion. Across the whole range of

non-profit activities for the public good, we
encourage civil society organisations to redouble
their efforts to weave anew the torn fabric of our
lives.

We appeal to world | eaders to protect and strengthen
the institutions of civil society. W believe firmy
t hat robust | ocal and national communities — |inked
internationally and inspired by an ethos of conpassion
and tolerance — are our best defence against those who
woul d sow hate and destructi on.

A key strength of civil society is its diversity. W,
as a group of concerned organi sati ons, encourage our
col l eagues in civil society across the world to give
practical statenent to the objectives of this



statement in ways they deem npbst appropriate. In
addition, we invite other organizations to add their
endorsenent to this statenent.

Finally, we hope that fromthe pain and sorrow of
recent events hope nay yet rise again for the
establishnent of a nore peaceful, just and sustai nable
wor | d order.

CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Ammesty | nternational

Oxfam I nt ernati onal

World'" Alliance' of YMCAs

Worl d Association of Grl Guides and Grl Scouts
OneWorl d I nternational

Associ ation for Progressive Communications

World Organi sati on of Scout Movenents

I nternational Association for Voluntary Efforts (I AVE)
The Counci| on Foundations (USA)

State of the World Forum (USA)

PACT International (USA)

MAENGO ( East and Sout hern Africa)

ActionAid (UK)

Save the Children (UK)

Catholic Institute for International Relations (UK)
Nati onal Council for Voluntary Organisations (UK)
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
British Overseas NGOs for Devel opnent (UK)

Panos Institute - London

Eur opean House (Hungary)

Centre for Devel opnent Research (Bul garia)
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Paki stan Associ ation for Continuing/Adult Education -
PACADE

Center for Alternative Developnent Initiatives
(Phi li ppi nes)

The Open Estonia Foundation

Denocracy Devel opnent Programme of South Africa
National Centre for Citizenship (Australia)

Vol unteering New South Wal es (Australia)

The Smith Fami |y (Australia)

GADIS - Grupo de Analisis y Desarollo Institucional y
Soci al (Argentina)

Instituto Venezol ano de Estudi os Sociales y Politicos
(Venezuel an Institute for Social and Political
St udi es)

Josep Xercavins i Valls, Ad Hoc Secretariat, Ubuntu -
Worl d Forum of Networks

Sarah Mel endez, CEO, | ndependent Sector (USA)
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