


AFRI CA: APPEALS FOR ACADEM CS AND STUDENTS
VHO ARE PRI SONERS OF CONSCI ENCE | N 1990

1. | nt r oducti on

Academ cs and st udent s have been det ai ned or attacked by gover nnent
forces for political reasons in numerous countries in Africa during
1990. Sone have been kil | ed or assaul t ed and nmany have been det ai ned
for short periods, provoking sonmeto flee abroad to escape further
repression. A few have been kept in prison for |onger periods,
j oi ni ng academ cs arrested i n previ ous years who have not yet been
freedincountries such as Mal aw and Sudan. Those held for | ong
peri ods who ar e det ai ned on account of their academ c work or for
t hei r non-vi ol ent peaceful political activities are consideredto be
pri soners of conscience by Amesty I nternational which is camnpai gni ng
for their early and uncondi ti onal rel ease. Their cases are descri bed
in this report.

2. News of acadenics inprisoned in 1989

It is alnost ayear since Aimesty I nternational publishedasimlar
five-page report about academ cs detained in African countries
(Academ cs i nprisoned in African countries who are prisoners of
consci ence, Al Index: AFRO01/02/89, issuedin Decenber 1989). That
report descri bed t he cases of academ cs i npri soned i n Congo, Mal aw ,
Sout h Africa, and Sudan. Many of those nenti oned wer e subsequent|y
rel eased: indeed, it is only inMalaw that none of those naned have
been rel eased ( Bl ai se Machira, Jack Mapanje and Vera Chirwa). The
Congol ese uni versity |l ecturer, Lecas Atondi Monnonj o, was rel eased
i n August 1990 as part of a general ammesty for political prisoners,
af t er bei ng det ai ned wi t hout charge or trial for three years. The
Sout h Africans fromthe University of the Northin Turfl oop, | ecturer
Loui s Aaron Miguni and |ibrarian Thisw | andi Rejoice (Joyce)
Mabudaf hasi, had al| restrictions ontheir freedomof novenent lifted
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i n February 1990 when State Presi dent F Wde Kl erk announced t he
l[ifting of all restriction orders i nposed under State of Energency
regul ati ons. Loui s Aaron Miguni was det ai ned agai n for al nost a nont h
in April 1990, but has been free since the end of April 1990.

I n Sudan many academ cs are still detai ned, uncharged and often
in arduous conditions. Dr Bashir Omar Fadlalla, a Khartoum
uni versity |l ecturer and fornmer government mnister, was freedin
February 1990, but rearrested in May 1990. Mrerecently, |ecturer
Dr Ali Abdal | ah Abbas was rel eased i n August 1990. The two ot hers
nmentioned i n Amesty International's Decenber 1990 report, Dr Ushari
Ahmed Mahnoud and Dr Khalid al -Kid, botharrestedin md-1989, are
still inprisoned.

3. Devel opnents in 1990

The first nine nont hs of 1990 have seen t he pace of political change
speed up i n many countries in Africa. One-party states have been
givingway tonulti-party systens and newconstitutions have been
introduced or are under consideration in many countries.
Qccasional |y governnment s have t aken the | ead i n i ntroduci ng changes,
sonet i mes under pressure fromoutside; nore often than not, however,
changes have only cone about after pressure fromwthin, and
academ cs and students have been at the forefront of the canpai gns
for political reform often becom ng targets for repression as a
result. Repression agai nst students and academ cs has produced sone
startling incidents. InZaire, considerabl e publicity has been
given to an attack on students in May 1990, which | eft a nunber of
st udent s dead: the di squi sed assail ants have yet to beidentified.
I n Somal i a, where nunmerous academ cs have been i nprisoned for
political reasons in the past, over 100 prom nent people were
arrested i n Mbgadi shuinearly June 1990. They had si gned an open
"mani f est 0" sent to President Mohamed Si ad Barre, expressi ng concern
at the consequences of civil war and criticizingthe governnent for
abuses of human rights, corruption and econom ¢ m smanagenent. One
of those arrested was | brahi mMohanoud Abyan, an acadeni ¢ consul t ant
and fornmer director of the Somali Institute for Devel opnent
Adm ni stration and Managenent (S| DAM . He and 44 ot hers wer e char ged
withtreason, faci ng mandatory death sentences if convi cted. They
wer e brought totrial inlate July, however, acquitted and freed -
but still threatenedwithrearrest if they continuedtheir political
activities !

Besi des countri es where t here have been canpai gns for political
refornms this year, an even greater nunber of countries have been
mai nt ai ni ng repressi ve policies which effectively outl awdi ssent and
result ineven non-violent critics or opponents being inprisoned.
This is certainly the situation in Ml awi, where no rel eases of
pri soners of conscience have beenreportedthis year. It is alsothe
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situation i nSudan, where repression has if anyt hi ng grown worse in
1990, with academ cs froma w de vari ety of ideol ogi cal backgrounds
bei ng i npri soned. Political repression and viol ati ons of human
ri ghts have al so conti nued at a high |l evel i nChad, where at | east
one academ c i s anong several hundred peopl e det ai ned i n May 1989 who
have i n effect "di sappeared” while in custody: his case was not
nment i oned | ast year, when Amtmesty I nternati onal was not yet sure that
he was a pri soner of conscience, andis nentionedthis year for the
first time. Simlarly, this year's appeals include a Rwandese
st udent who was detai ned wi t hout trial for al nost four years, during
which time fewdetails were avai |l abl e about the reasons for his
detention; this year he has been one of many peopl e brought to tri al
and sentenced to terns of inprisonment on account of their non-
vi ol ent oppositionto the policies of Rwanda's gover nnent and t he
one-party state.

Thi s year's appeal s al so concern several countries in North
Africa which were not mentioned | ast year, Morocco and Tuni si a.
Nunmer ous students were arrested i n Morocco for political reasons in
1989: sone were subjectedto torture and about 85 were brought to
trial. Afurther sevenweretriedinJuly 1990 after spendi ng a year
inpre-trial detention. They were convi cted and sentenced to terns
of up to three years' inprisonnent for belonging to an ill egal
Mar xi st - Leni ni st organi zation and may well be prisoners of
consci ence. The Moroccan pri soner of consci ence nmenti oned bel ow,
however, i s one who has al ready beenin prisonfor 16 years since his
arrest in 1974.

The nost tragi c cases reported in 1990 have concer ned academ cs
who have been arrest ed and who have subsequently | ost their |ives.
One of the npost outrageous cases i s that of Guil |l aune Sessouma, a
uni versity teacher inBurkina Faso, aged 38, whois reportedto have
diedinearly January 1990 as aresult of injuries received during
torture whil e detainedincomuni cado. He had been arrested only a
week earlier, together with at | east 30 ot hers accused of conspiring
to overthrow the governnent. Anmmesty International believes,
however, that Guill aume Sessouna nay have been arrested solely
because of his political opinions.

Gui | | aume Sessouna was seen by no one after his arrest on or
very shortly after 23 Decenber 1989 but is believedto have been hel d
either at the Présidence or theConseil de|l'Entente buildingin
Quagadougou. In early January 1990 the Burki nabé authorities
announced t hat he and t hree ot hers had escaped fromdetenti on - one
versi on was t hat they had escaped fromhospital -and that "it was
unli kely that they woul d be seen again". Contradictory official
statenents and the absence of any news of the whereabouts of
Gui | | aume Sessouna i nthe fol |l owi ng nont hs exacerbated fears for his
safety. The government persistently refused to acknow edge t hat he
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was hel d but Ammesty I nternational received detailedreportsin
Sept enber 1990, confirm ng that he had died as aresult of torture.
The gover nment continues to deny responsibility andto clai mthat he
escaped.

Gui |  aume Sessouma, who had studi ed pl ant biology at Dijon
uni versity in France and undert aken research at G oni ngen Uni versity
inthe Netherlands, was a |l ecturer at the University of Quagadougou,
and had previously been director of thelnstitut du dével oppenent
rural, Institute of Rural Devel opnment, in Ouagadougou. He was
married withthree children, the youngest of whomwas born after his
deat h.

Cases i n whi ch academ cs or students | ost their [ivesin 1989
have al so remai ned unresol ved. Three academ cs and t wo students of
the Somali National University were killed in a nassacre of 46
suspect ed gover nnent opponents by sol di ers near Mogadi shuin July
1989, but the governnment has fail edto disclosethe findings of a
comm ssion of inquiry into the massacre or to reply to the
i nternational concern expressed about it.

Inadditiontothe academ cs and students nenti oned here, there
are of course others who are i npri soned for political reasons, but
who have not at this stage been adopt ed by Atmesty I nternati onal as
prisoners of conscience. |nsone cases the authorities have cl ai ned
t hat those under arrest have used vi ol ence and t he accusati ons have
not yet been tested in public. |In other cases, insufficient
informationis avail able to Anmmesty I nternational: this hanpered
Ammesty International's work on behal f of Rwandese st udent | nnocent
Ndayanbaj e for three and a hal f years after his arrest in 1986 unti |
histrial earlier this year, when sufficient informati on becane
avai l abl e for the organi zati on t o adopt hi ma pri soner of consci ence
and to begin appeals for his rel ease.

4. Appeal cases

BURKI NA FASO

At | east 16 students fromthe Uni versity of Quagadougou have been
hel d wi t hout charge or trial sincetheir arrest in May 1990. They
have been denied all visits sincetheir arrest and are at seri ous
risk of ill-treatnent.

At the begi nning of May 1990 t he Associ ati on national e des
et udi ants burki nabe (ANEB), National Association of Burkinabé
Students, presented a nunber of demands to the university
authorities, including an inprovenent in grants and materi al
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conditions at the university andto be all owed to useroons inthe
uni versity to hold ANEB neetings. These demands were refused.
Rel ati ons between students and the wuniversity authorities
det eri orated, and t he ANEB occupi ed roons at the university in order
toholdits nmeetings, apparently di srupting classes. The police and
arny were reported to have i ntervened and 10 student s were di sm ssed
fromthe university for disciplinary reasons.

On 16 May 1990 students staged a denonstration at the university
t o demand t he rei nstatenent of their col |l eagues and al so press for
negoti ations totake place with the university authorities to resolve
probl ens at the university. Fifteen nore students were di snm ssed,
and on 18 May 1990 ANEB organi zed a neeting at theBourse de travail,
t he Labour Exchange, i n Quagadougou. This neeting was di spersed by
t he police and several students were arrested. Although sonme were
subsequently rel eased, at | east 16 were believedto be still heldin
Sept enber 1990. Anong themare ANEB' s presi dent, Seni Konanda, S e
Soul eymane Coul i bal y, a menber of t he executive conm ttee of ANEB,
and Boukary Dabo, a nedical student.

Jean- Cl énent Bagré, al so a student and a nenber of theUni on
génér al e des ét udi ant s bur ki nabé (UCGEB), General Union of Burki nabée
Students, was reported to have been arrested on 30 May 1990,
apparently inconnectionw thincidents at the university in previous
weeks.

Hal f of the students are believedto be still ininconmunicado
detenti on i n Quagadougou, either inthe basenent of theD rection de
| a sireté nationale, the security service headquarters, at the
Cendarneri e national e, the national police headquarters, or at the
Conseil de|'Entente building. They have been denied all visits
sincetheir arrest andtheir famlies have not been inforned of their
pl ace of detention. Inthe past, Amesty I nternational has recei ved
reports that people detained for political reasons and held in
i ncommuni cado detenti on have beentorturedandill-treated. For
exanpl e, students and school -children arrested in May 1988 fol | owi ng
peaceful denonstrations were severely beaten while held at the
Directiondelasdreté nationale; one, anedical student, |ost the
sight of an eye. At the beginning of October 1990 Ammesty
| nternational | earned that Boukary Dabo had died in detenti on.
Al t hough fewdetail s were avail abl e, it appeared that his deat h was
probably due to ill-treatnent.

The ot her ei ght are reported to have been forci bly conscri pted
intothe arnmed forces and to be heldin mlitary barracks at P6,
Dedougou and Koudougou; t he governnent i s mai ntainingthat they are
no | onger prisoners, but Amesty I nternational continues to consider
themto be prisoners of conscience.
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Appeal s, urging the i nmedi ate and uncondi tional rel ease of all
students hel d si nce May 1990, both those in detention and t he ei ght
forcibly conscripted into the arnmed forces, should be sent to:

Son Excel | ence Capitaine Bl aise Conpaoré
Prési dent du Front popul aire,

Chef de |'Etat et Chef du Gouvernenent
Pr ési dence du Faso
BP 7031
Quagadougou
Bur ki na Faso

CHAD



1 Mahamat Abdoul aye

Mahamat Abdoul aye, aged 31 and married with two children, was the
director of a teachers' school in N Djanena, the Ecole normale
supérieure, and a professor of chem stry inthe Faculty of Science
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at the University of Chad. He was arrested on 2 April 1989 and has
been det ai ned i n secret ever since. Noinformation has been di vul ged
by t he authorities about the reasons for his detention or his current
wher eabout s.

He i s anong nor e t han 200 peopl e fromt he Zaghawa et hni ¢ gr oup
det ai ned since early April 1989 fol |l ow ng an al | eged coup att enpt
whi ch t he aut horities cl ai mwas organi zed by a nunber of Zaghawa
| eaders in N D anena. He has not been charged or given the
opportunity to chal |l enge t he reasons or | egal grounds for his arrest.
According toinformation received by Amesty I nternational, he was
not involved in any way in the coup attenpt in April 1989. He
appears to have been i npri soned si nply because he i s a prom nent
menber of the Zaghawa community.

Appeal s for his inmedi ate and uncondi ti onal rel ease shoul d be
sent to:

Son Excel | ence Hi ssein Habré
Pr ési dent de | a République
La Présidence

N Dj anmena

Chad (République du Tchad)

ETH OPI A

A university student, |Ishetu Latu, has been detai ned wi t hout charge
or trial for over 10 years. He was studying at the National
Uni versity of Addi s Ababa when he was arrested i n February 1980,
t oget her wi t h hundr eds of ot her nenbers of the Orono et hni ¢ group or
"nationality". They were interrogated about suspected links withthe
Orono Li beration Front (OLF) whichis fighting governnent forces in
O onp- popul ated areas i n eastern and western Ethi opia. I nfact they
are believedto have been det ai ned because of their ethnic origin
rat her than for any actual evi dence of OLF i nvol venent. They were
severely tortured and none was ever brought to court.

Most have now been rel eased - for exanple, the fornmer M ni ster
of Law and Justice, Zegeye Asfaw, and Abiyu Galata, a forner
prof essor of | aw, were freed i n Septenber 1989 i n a speci al amesty.
| shetu Lat u, however, remai ns detainedin harsh conditionsinthe
Central Investigation Centre ( Maikel aw ) i n Addi s Ababa. Amesty
I nt ernati onal has adopted him as a prisoner of conscience.

Appeal s for his inmedi ate and uncondi ti onal rel ease shoul d be
sent to:

Hi s Excell ency Mengi stu Hail e-Mariam



9

Presi dent of the People's Denobcratic Republic of Ethiopia
O fice of the President

Addi s Ababa
Et hi opi a
KENYA

2 Edward Oyugi
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Edwar d Oyugi, recently appoi nt ed prof essor of educati onal psychol ogy
at Kenyatta University near Nairobi, was arrested on 12 July 1990
with three friends in a Nairobi bar. The arrests followed the
detentions of two forner governnent mnisters and three human ri ghts
| awyers who had led calls for anmulti-party systemto berestoredin
Kenya. Edward Oyugi, a former prisoner of consci ence detai ned w t hout
charge or trial between 1982 and 1984 for suspected oppositiontothe
gover nent, was brought to court with the others, who i ncl uded Geor ge
Anyona, a former nmenber of parlianmentl ast detainedin 1982 when
trying to forman opposition party, and Ngot ho Kari uki, a former Dean
of Conmerce of the University of Nairobi, al so aforner prisoner of
consci ence and wor ki ng as an accountant. They were charged with
hol ding a neeting "with seditiousintent” and two (not incl uding
Edwar d Oyugi ) were charged wi t h possessi ng "sedi ti ous" publicati ons,
such as Africa Confidential, a widely read political affairs
newsl etter published in London. Their bail applications and
conplaints of torture and ill-treatnment were rejected.

Accordingtoits information, Amesty I nternati onal believes
Edwar d Oyugi was not activeinpolitics but was arrested because of
his friendship with George Anyona and because fornmer political
pri soners are conmonl y suspect ed i n Kenya of conti nued opposition.
Ammesty I nternational fears he coul d be convictedinanunfair trial
and sentenced to up to seven years' inprisonnent onthe "sedition"
charge. It has protestedto the governnent at reports of hisill-
treatment or eventorture, and considers himto be a pri soner of
consci ence i nprisoned for his non-violent opinions.

Pr of essor Oyugi was educated at the University of Col ognein
Ger many, where he obtained his doctorate, and has taught at the
Uni versity of Bayreuth. He has published many articl es on educat i onal
psychol ogy, a novel, papers on human rights and refugees, and has
been a consultant for the World Council of Churches and United
Nati ons Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees.

Appeal s for his inmedi ate and uncondi ti onal rel ease shoul d be
sent to:

Presi dent Daniel arap Moi
O fice of the President

P O Box 30510

Nai r obi

Kenya

MVALAW

The 43-year-ol d Mal aw an poet, Jack Mapanj e, was detai ned on 25
Sept enber 1987. Three years | ater heis still detai ned wit hout charge
or trial.
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3 Jack Mapanje

Jack Mapanj e was born i n Kandango vil | age i n sout hern Mal awi 44
year s ago. He was educat ed at the Uni versity of Mal awi and studi ed
I i ngui stics at the University of London before bei ng appoi nted as
head of the Departnent of Language and Literature at the University
of Malaw . Although he is not believed to have been overtly
politically active or to have been connected wi th any opposition
group, his recent poetry had increasingly dealt with political
t hemes. After his arrest police searched his of fice at the university
and sei zed vari ous manuscri pts, including copies of hisrecently
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banned col | ecti on of poens, O Chanel ons and Gods. It islikely that
the authorities were al so concerned about his plans to bring out a
second vol ume of poens, provisionally entitled, Qut of Bounds.

He has been det ai ned wi t hout charge or trial, apparently under
a presidential detention order, at M kuyu Prison in Zonba. For al nost
two years he was not all owed visits fromfriends, nor was he al | owed
tosee hiswifeandthreechildren. More recently, however, it has
been reported that his wi fe has been all owed to visit hi mat about
two monthly intervals.

Bl ai se Machira, afornmer | ecturer at the University of Mal aw ,
was arrested in Zonbain April 1988. He had a di sti ngui shed academ c
career that i ncluded an M A fromthe University of Wsconsin, USA,
and doctoral studiesin Australia. He remai ns detai ned wi t hout charge
or trial at M kuyu Prison in Zonba.

Bl ai se Machi ra was di agnosed as suffering fromschi zophreni a
about three years ago, and this was given as the reason for his
di sm ssal fromhis job at the University of Mal aw in Decenber 1987.
At the tinme of his arrest he was about to seek treatnment outside
Mal awi . No reason has been given for his detention, but it is
reported that his nmental ill-health enbarrassed political | eaders.
He was al so out spokenin hiscriticismof the governnent and Li fe-
President Bandain particular. It isreportedthat his healthis
continuingtodeteriorate and heis heldfor |ong periods of tinein
chai ns.

Appeal s for the i mredi at e and uncondi ti onal rel ease of these two
pri soners of conscience should be addressed to:

Hi s Excell ency Life-President Ngwazi Dr H Kamuzu Banda
Life President of the Republic of Mal aw

O fice of the President and Cabi net

Private Bag 388

Li l ongwe 3

Mal aw

MOROCCO

Mohamed Srifi was a student of Spanishliterature at Rabat University
at the time of his arrest in Novenmber 1974. He was held
i ncomuni cado at a secret detention centre i n Casabl anca wher e he was
severely tortured until January 1976. His trial took place in
January 1977 when he was sentenced to 30 years' i nprisonnent for
belongingtotheillegal organization]lla al - Amam(Forward) and for
pl otti ng agai nst the internal security of the state.
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The prosecution argued at the trial that in advocating the
formati on of a people's republicin Mrocco, the defendant i ntended
to bring about the viol ent overthrowof the nonarchy. Evidence
produced i n court consisted of left-wingliterature and duplicating
equi pnent. There was apparently no evidence that he had ever
advocat ed vi ol ence.

I n 1979, he was given perm ssionto marry his fiancée, Rabia
Ft ouh, who was arrested in 1975 and sentenced to five years'
i mprisonment at the sanmetrial. They continued, however, to serve
their sentences apart. During histinein prison, Mhaned Srifi has
written athesis on Spanishliterature as well as witing poetryin
Spani sh.

Appeal s for his i medi at e and uncondi ti onal rel ease shoul d be
sent to:

H s Maj esty King Hassan 11

O fice of H's Majesty the King
Pal ai s Royal

RABAT

Mor occo

RWANDA

| nnocent Ndayanbaj e, aged 29, was a student of econom cs at the
But ar e canpus of the National University of Rwanda at the time of his
arrest in October 1986. He was hel d wi t hout charge or trial and
Ammesty I nternational only | earned of his detentionin 1988. The
Rwandese aut horities did not acknow edge his detention despite
nuner ous i nquiri es about his case by Amesty International. Inlate
1989, Amesty International | earned that he was bei ng charged with
of fences agai nst the security of the state and t hat he woul d soon be
brought totrial. It was not until March 1990 t hat he was tri ed on
char ges of contraveni ng Rnanda’' s one-party constitution. The charges
related to attenpts to spread his political ideas by distributing
tracts in the town of Butare.

Si nce Rwanda' s current Constitutioncaneintoforcein 1978 and
i ndeed sinceits adoptionin 1975 - two years after President Juvénal
Habyari mana canme to power in 1973 - theMuvenent révol utionnaire
nati onal pour | e dével oppenent (MRND), National Revol utionary
Movenent for Devel opnent, has been the only party al |l oned by Rnanda’ s
one-party constitution. Under the Constitution all Rwandese are
obl i ged to be nenbers of the MRND. However, at the ti me of Rwanda's
i ndependence anni versary in July 1990, the President saidthat the
gover niment was consi dering the introduction of nulti-party denocracy.
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During his trial on 29 March 1990 bef ore t heCour de Siret é de
|'Etat, State Security Court, I nnocent Ndayanbaj e admtted to bei ng
the sol e nenber of the Front national de résistance (FRONAR),
Nat i onal Resi stance Front, whose ai mwas to end regi onal and et hni c
i njustices in Rwanda, but pl eaded not guilty to the charge agai nst
him He was sentenced to five years' inprisonnent. Ammesty
| nternational is concernedthat he may not have had afair trial as
both prior toand duringthetrial, Innocent Ndayanbaj e had no access
tolegal counsel. Thereis noright of appeal agai nst convicti ons and
sent ences handed down by t he State Security Court, but they can be
chal | enged only on points of | aw (by apourvoi en cassation). The
fact that all the court's judicial officials, includingtwo soldiers,
even in cases not involving nenbers of the armed forces, are
appoi nted by Presidential decree, also calls into question the
i ndependence of the court.

He is believedto be still heldat Kigali central prison, where
he has been det ai ned since his arrest. Amesty I nternati onal has
adopt ed hi mas a pri soner of consci ence because he i s inprisoned for
exercising hisrights to freedomof expression and associ ati on. The
organi zation is urging the Rwandese authorities to order his
uncondi tional and i medi ate rel ease.

Appeal s for his i medi at e and uncondi ti onal rel ease shoul d be
sent to:

Son Excel | ence Monsi eur | e Général - Maj or Habyari mana Juvénal
Pr ési dent de | a République

Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 15

Ki gal

Rwanda ( Républ i que Rwandai se)

SUDAN
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Dr

Ushar i

Ahnmed Mahnoud
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Dr Ushari Ahnmed Mahnmoud, al ecturer inlanguages at the University
of Khartoumand director of an Arab teaching institute, was arrested
on 8 July 1989. He is also a human rights activist. 1In October
1987, when t he governnent of forner prine mnister Sadigq al - Mahdi was
i npower, he was briefly detai ned foll ow ng the publicationof a
pamphl et he had witten which criticized the authorities in
connection with a massacre carri ed out by nmenbers of the Ri zei gat
ethnic groupin Ad-DaieninDarfur regionin March 1987. Hundreds
of menbers of the Di nka et hnic group diedinthe nassacre. He was
rel eased after beinginterrogated for several hours. However, in
Decenber 1987 he was det ai ned for t wo weeks and agai n questi oned
about the publication of the panphlet on the Ad-Daien massacre.

I n March 1990 he received a visit at Khartoun s Kober Pri son,
wher e he had been hel d si nce his arrest, by a governnent m ni ster who
threatened himwith indefinite detentionw thout trial if he did not
retract inwiting his report onthe Ad-Daien killings. He refused
to do so and 10 days | ater was noved, evidently as a puni shnent, to
Shal la Prison in Sudan's western Darfur province, where prison
conditions are particularly harsh.

Dr Khalid al-Kid, a witer and a |lecturer in politics at
Ondur man Ahlia University, was arrested on 17 July 1989. He is 48
years ol d and has st udi ed out si de Sudan on two occasions, firstlyin
Northern lreland in the | ate 1970s, when he studi ed Angl o-1ri sh
literature, and | ater at the University of Readinginthe United
Ki ngdom wher e he obt ai ned a doctorate in political sciencein 1987.
He i s a nenber of t he Sudanese Organi zation for Human Ri ghts and t he
Uni on of Sudanese Witers andis alsoreportedto be a nenber of the
Sudan Communi st Party. He was a regul ar contri butor toal - Mai dan and
al - Khart oumnewspapers. After initially being held at Kober prison,
he was transferred to Shalla Prison, where heis still heldw thout
charge or trial.

Dr Bashir Omar Fadlalla, alecturer at the Faculty of Econom cs
at the University of Khartoum was arrested on 17 August 1989. He
is a nenber of the Umm Party and hel d t he posts of M nister of
Fi nance, M nister of Energy and M ni ster of Cul ture and I nformation
i n previous governnments. He was rel eased unchar ged on 10 February
1990, but three nonths later, in May 1990, he was anpng a gr oup of
nore t han 20 supporters of the Nati onal Denocratic Forum(a coalition
of 11 opposition parties and 51 trades unions and professions
associ ati ons opposed tothe mlitary government) who were arrest ed.
Al t hough t he governnment clainmed that it had evi dence of plansto
overthrowit by force, neither Dr Bashir Orar Fadl al | a nor any of
t hose arrested wi th hi mhave been charged or brought totrial, and
he seens once again to be a prisoner of conscience.
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5 D Khalid al-Kid

Appeal s for the rel ease of these three prisoners of consci ence
shoul d be sent to:

Hi s Excel |l ency Lieutenant General
Omar Hassan al - Bashir
Head of State, Mnister of Defence
and Commmander -i n- Chi ef of the Arnmed Forces
Peopl e' s Pal ace
PO Box 281
Khart oum
Sudan

SWAZI LAND

Twel ve peopl e i n Swazi | and charged with treason on account of their
al l eged i nvol venment with a political party, the People's United
Denocrati c Movenent (PUDEMD), went ontrial inlate Septenber 1990.
Swaziland's | aws prohibit all political party activities. The
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accused are all eged to have conspired to forma political party,
PUDEMO, and t o have pl anned to use vi ol ent means to overthrowthe
governnment. Among themare Ray Russon, a soci ol ogy | ecturer at the
Uni versity of Swazil and, and Dom ni ¢ Mhgomezul u, a fornmer |aw
| ecturer at the sanme university.

6 Dom nic Mhgomezulu (third fromleft) and Ray Russon (fifth
fromleft) with other defendants

Ray Russonisinhislate 20s and cones fromVuvul ane di stri ct
i n Swazil and. He was an out st andi ng student and the first fromhis
hi gh school to goonto study at the University of Swazil and, where
he was very active in student affairs. He was Vi ce-Chair of the
Students Representative Council from1982 to 1983. At the sane tine
he excelled at his studies and obtained a BA in Politics and
Soci ol ogy. Wi | e wor ki ng subsequent!ly for the M ni stry of Educati on
he was active in formng a civil servants uni on enconpassi ng
enpl oyees of all mnistries and parastatal conpanies. |In 1988 he
gained a further degree in Australia, and was then appointed a
soci ol ogy | ecturer at the University of Swaziland. Ray Russonis a
married man with children.
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Dom ni ¢ Mhgonezul u i s about 31 years old. He studied | awat the
Uni versity of Swazilandin the early 1980s and was a student acti vi st
and presi dent of the Swazil and Nati onal Uni on of Students. Foll ow ng
a period of student unrest in 1984, 20 students, incl uding Dom nic
Whgonezul u and anot her defendant inthe forthcomngtreasontrial,
wer e expel l ed. He conpl eted his | awdegree i n Lesot ho. He returned
in 1986 to take up a post as graduate assistant in |aw at the
uni versity but his contract was term nated in 1988, apparently as a
result of his efforts to organi ze non-academ c staff into a union.
He has latterly been working as an articled clerk.

El even of the accusedinthistrial, includingRay Russon and
Dom ni ¢ Mhgonezul u, were arrested during June 1990. On 23 June t hey
were charged in the High Court with high treason and wth
contraveni ng the King's Procl amati on of 1973 and t he Sediti on and
Subversive Activities Act (No. 46 of 1938), as anended by Decr ee No.
4 of 1987. The of fence of treason can be puni shabl e by death. The
trial was schedul ed to commence on 24 Sept enber but was post poned
until 1 Cctober at the request of the prosecution which served a new
i ndi ct ment on t he accused shortly prior tothe opening date, addi ng
new charges, and including a twel fth defendant.

On 4 Cctober, three of the 12 def endants were acquitted, while
thetrial of the remaining nine, including Ray Russon and Dom ni c
Mhgonezul u, was conti nui ng. Follow ng the acquittals, three young
prosecution w tnesses, who had repudi at ed statenents nade earlier to
the police on the grounds that they were nade as a result of
coercion, and consequently refusedtotestify for the prosecution,
were arrested and faced possible perjury charges.

Amesty I nternational believes that all the defendants at the
continuingtrial are prisoners of conscience, inprisoned on account
of the non-violent expression of their political views.
Appeal s for the unconditional rel ease of Ray Russon and Dom ni c
Mhgonmezul u shoul d be sent to:

The Ri ght Hon. Obed DI am ni
Acting Prinme M nister

Ofice of the Prine Mnister
PO Box 395

Mbabane

Swazi | and

TUNI SI A

Prof essor Moncef Ben Sal em forner head of the nmat hemati cs depart nent
at the University of Sfax, was sentenced to three years' inprisonnent
on 24 May 1990 for defanmati on of public order and di ssem nati ng fal se
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i nformation with the ai mof di sturbing public security. The charges
relate to anintervi ewProf essor Ben Sal emhad gi ven to an Al geri an
| sl ami ¢ newspaper which criticized the Tuni sian Governnent.

Ben Sal emhad previ ously been detai ned as one of a group of
peopl e known as the "security group” who were arrested after
Presi dent Ben Ali came to power on 7 Novenber 1987, who were accused
of plottingthe violent overthrowof forner President Bourgui ba. He
suffered severe torture and ill-treatnent while being held
i ncommuni cado wi t hout charge until his rel ease wi t hout charge or
trial on 4 May 1989.

Li ke nost nmenbers of the "security group" previously workingin
publ i c sector posts, Ben Sal emwas not abletoreturnto his post as
head of the Mat hemati cs departnment of Sfax University after his
rel ease. Sincethenanduntil his newarrest and current detenti on,
he has been harassed by the secret security police and been deni ed
a passport to attend academ c conf erences or seek nedi cal treatnent
abr oad.

Amesty I nternational consi ders Ben Sal emto be a pri soner of
consci ence, convicted solely for his non-violent political beliefs,
and is calling for his imediate and unconditional release.

Appeal s for his rel ease should be sent to:

Son Excel |l ence Président Zine el Abidine Ben Ali
Pr ési dent de | a République

Pal ai s Prési denti el

Tuni s/ Cart hage

Tuni si e

ZAl RE

Di geki sa Pil uka, a Roman Cat holic religi ous brother studying | aw at
Lubunbashi Uni versity canpus, whichis situated outside Lubunbashi,
t he capital of southeastern Zaire's Shaba regi on, was arrested on 30
May 1990. He is the | eader of a student organi zation known as
Syndi cat national solidarité (SNS), Solidarity National Syndi cate.
He was reportedly i n hiding before his arrest because the authorities
suspect ed hi mof | eadi ng student denonstrations i n Lubunbashi in
early May agai nst the governnent. Fromhi s hi de-out he reportedly
wote aletter toaforeign diplomat seeking asylum The | etter was
i ntercepted by nmenbers of the security forces and he was then
arrested. He was first detai ned at Kasapa pri son i n Lubunbashi and
| ater transferred to Makal a prisonin Ki nshasa. He was not known by
Sept enber 1990 t o have been charged wi th any of fence. Hi s arrest
seens to be related to the governnent's attenpts to stop any
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publicity about what happened during an attack on students at
Lubunbashi University canpus in early May, for at | east one ot her
potential wtness, a Justice and Peace | awyer, is al so known t o have
been detai ned at the sanetinme. It seens the authorities detained
Di gekisa Pilukato stop hi mfromtestifying about the attack and
Amesty International has concluded that he is a prisoner of
consci ence.

7 Digekisa Piluka
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Di gekisa Piluka's arrest took place after a group of people
dressed incivilian clothes and hoods attacked students at Lubunbashi
Uni versity canpus on t he ni ght of 11 May 1990. Sources i n Lubunbashi
clai med that the attackers i ncl uded nenbers of the Zairian security
forces who reportedly killed at | east 12 students, after the
electricity supply to the canpus was cut by the authorities. The
gover nnment deni ed t hat menbers of the security forces were i nvol ved.
It saidthat only one student died as aresult of the incident, and
that this death was caused by other students. The attackers
reportedly used bayonets and ot her sharp weapons to kill and mai m
their victins, apparently inorder to avenge t he beati ng of three
student s accused by t heir col | eagues of bei ng gover nment i nf or ners.

A 12-person parlianmentary i nquiry teamwas sent to Lubunbashi
several weeks after the attack. The inquiry found that regi onal
governnment and security officials in Lubunbashi were involvedin
preparing and facilitating the night-time raid on Lubunmbashi
Uni versity canpus. The i nquiry was unabl e to reach a firmconcl usi on
about the role played by the security forces in the killings.
However, accordingtotheinquiry's report, governnent and security
officials had ordered the el ectricity supply to the university canpus
to be cut. Menbers of the security forces were surroundi ng t he canpus
before, during and after the attack but they refusedtointervene
when t he st udents were attacked. The i nquiry found t hat at | east one
seni or nmenber of the security services in Lubunmbashi had been
invol ved i n preparing the attack, but was unabl e to establish who the
assail ants had been.

The gover nor of Shaba regi on and at | east 10 ot her gover nnment
and security officials were arrested after the i nquiry had accused
t hemof both conplicity andfailingto prevent the night-tineraid
on t he uni versity canpus. The governnent sai d that those arrested
woul d soon be brought to trial.

Appeal s for the release of Digekisa Piluka to be sent to:

Son Excel l ence | e Maréchal
Mobut u Sese Seko

Prési dent de | a République

Pr ési dence de | a République

Ki nshasa- Ngal i ena

Républ i que du Zaire



