EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 04/01/96

UA 211/ 96 Fear for safety / Refoul enent 23 August 1996

ETHI OPI A / DJI BOUTI G rmay Moges Newaye- Mari am aged 38

G rmay Moges Newaye- Mari am an Ethiopian refugee in Djibouti, was arrested
by Djiboutian police in a refugee canp 30 kilonetres fromthe capital

Dji bouti, on 17 August 1996. He has not been seen since. There are
reports that he has been handed over to the Ethiopian authorities and that
he is currently in detention at an unknown | ocation in Ethiopia.

Born in Tigray, in the late 1970s G rnmay Mges Newaye- Mariam fl ed Ethiopia
to fight with the Tigre People's Liberation Front (TPLF) against the
government of Mengistu Haile-Mariam He left the TPLF in 1981 and returned
to Ethiopia. He fled to Djibouti in 1991 when the Mengi stu Hail e-Mariam
government was overthrown by the TPLF-1ed opposition forces. As a TPLF
defector, he feared reprisals fromthe new governnent.

At the time of his arrest he was director of a school in the refugee canp.
He is married with a three-year-old son.

Amesty International is concerned for his safety in detention in Ethiopia.
It is also concerned that, despite being a refugee registered by the United
Nat i ons Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR), he is reported to have been
handed over to the Ethiopian government by the Djibouti authorities wthout
any |legal process or guarantees of his safety on return, in violation of
the fundanmental principle of non-refoulement as outlined in Article 33 of
the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, to which Djibout

is a state party.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Hundr eds of other Ethiopian refugees in Djibouti have returned voluntarily
and safely in recent nonths but others have refused to return, fearing
reprisals on account of their positions in the armed forces or the
government of Mengistu Haile-Mariam or because of their opposition to the
current government. Two fornmer senior officials were handed over to the

Et hi opi an authorities in 1994 and are currently awaiting charge and tria
in connection with major human rights violations, where they will face the
deat h penalty.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in English or your own | anguage:

(A) To the Ethiopian authorities:

- requesting assurances of the safety of G rmay Moges Newaye- Mariam who is
allegedly in detention in Ethiopia after being arrested in a refugee canp
in Djibouti and handed over to the Ethiopian authorities on or shortly
after 17 August 1996;

- asking for a public statenent of where he is held, and for himto be

gi ven access to his famly and | egal counsel

- requesting assurances that if suspected of a crimnal offence he will be
charged within a reasonabl e period and given a pronpt and fair tria

wi t hout recourse to the death penalty.

Hi s Excell ency Dr Negaso G dada
Presi dent of the Federal Denpcratic Republic of Ethiopia



2

O fice of the President

P O Box 1031, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egrams: President Negaso, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Faxes: +2511 552030

Sal utation: Your Excellency

Hi s Excel |l ency Mel es Zenaw

Prime Mnister

Prime Mnister's Ofice

P O Box 1031, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egranms: Prine M nister Meles, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Faxes: +2511 552030

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M Maht eme Sol onon

M ni ster of Justice

M nistry of Justice

P O Box 1370, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egrams: Justice Mnister, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Faxes: +2511 550722

Sal utation: Dear Mnister

COPIES TO diplomatic representatives of ETH OPI A accredited to your
country.

(B) To the Djibouti authorities:

- expressing deep concern that G rmay Mges Newaye- Mari am an Ethi opi an
refugee, is reported to have been detained on 17 August 1996 and
subsequent |y handed over to the Ethiopian authorities against his will and
Wi t hout any court process or reference to the Ofice of the UNHCR

- rem nding the Governnent of Djibouti of its obligation under the 1951
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees which provides that no one
shoul d be forcibly returned to a country where he or she is likely to face
human rights viol ations;

- calling on the Governnment of Djibouti, as a matter of urgency, to obtain
fromthe Ethiopian authorities assurances of his safety and that he wll
not face the death penalty if brought to trial

- calling for an i mediate and inpartial investigation into the
circunstances that led to a UNHCR-regi stered refugee being arrested and
forcibly removed froma refugee canp.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel |l ency Hassan Goul ed Aptidon
Presi dent of the Republic of Djibout

BP 6, Djibouti, Republic of Djibout
Faxes: +253 355049

Tel egrans: President, Djibouti, Djibout
Sal utation: Your Excellency

COPI ES TO
Executive Secretary

O fice of National Assistance to Refugees (ONARS)
BP 55, Djibouti, Republic of Djibout



and to diplomatic representatives of DJIBOUTI accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 October 1996.



