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BURUNDI : Dom ti en Haki zunut war e

Johnson Hat ungi mana
Syl vestre Maniraho
Serge Singirizina

and three others, nanes unknown

Ammesty International has |earned that the four persons naned above and three others, al
menbers of the Hutu ethnic group, are held in custody since their arrest on 31 July 1991 in
Buganda commune (district) in the northwestern province of Cibitoke. The wi fe of Johnson
Hat ungi mana was al so arrested but was rel eased with her baby soon afterwards. The seven
still detained are said to be held at Mdinba prison in the capital Bujunmbura but there are
reports that they may be transferred soon to Runpbnge prison in southwest Burundi. They are
reportedly accused of being nenbers of an opposition group known as the Parti pour la
libération du peuple hutu (PALI PEHUTU), Hutu People's Liberation Party, but they are not
known to have been charged with any specific offence.

Those arrested are reported to have been found holding a nmeeting in the house of
Johnson Hatungimana. It was said that the nmeeting was being held to plan the comenoration
of the death in August 1990 in detention in Tanzania of the former PALI PEHUTU | eader, Reny
Gahutu. Before the arrests took place nenbers of the Burundi security forces surrounded the
house in which the neeting was being held. In yet unexpl ai ned circunstances one of the
sol di ers shot another soldier dead and al so shot Sylvestre Maniraho in one foot. Sylvestre
Mani raho has been hospitalized in Bujunbura nmilitary hospital

Ammesty International is concerned that they may be prisoners of conscience as they do
not appear to have used or advocated violence in the activities which led to their arrest.
The organization is further concerned that they may be held for | ong periods without charge
or trial and w thout having the opportunity to challenge the legal basis for their
detenti on.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

For much of the 1980s peopl e suspected or known to be governnment critics were detained for

I ong periods without charge or trial. Mdst of those arrested were Hutu detai ned because of
their social positions or because they criticised dom nation of political and military power
by the Tutsi. Thousands were sumuarily killed by nenbers of the Tutsi-doni nated security
forces, especially in 1965, 1972 and 1988, follow ng interconmunal disturbances or other
political crises.

PALI PEHUTU was fornmed in the early 1980s by nenbers of the majority Hutu ethnic group
living in exile, to canpaign against Tutsi dom nation. Its known and suspected synpathi zers
i nsi de Burundi have been frequently subjected to harassnent and prol onged detention without
trial. The Burundi authorities accuse PALIPEHUTU of seeking political change by viol ent
means but they are not known to have engaged in arnmed opposition

PALI PEHUTU has decl ared as inadequate political refornms initiated by President Buyoya.
In March 1991 President Buyoya appointed a Constitutional Comm ssion which will draft a new
constitution which is expected to recommend nulti-party denocracy. Only the ruling Union



pour le progrés national (UPRONA), Union for National Progress, is so far allowed in
Bur undi

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters, in FRENCH if possible:

- expressing concern that the persons nentioned above (nami ng one or nmore) were reportedly
arrested because they net to hold a neeting concerning the anniversary of the death of the
former | eader of PALIPEHUTU, although they were not using or advocating viol ence;

- inquiring whether they are still being held and if so, where they are held and which
authority is responsible for their detention, what the |l egal basis for their detention is

and seeking assurances that they will be allowed to challenge in a court of law the |ega
grounds for their detention;

- asking whether they have been charged with any specific offence and whether they have been
al l owed access to | egal counsel and whether they can receive visits by their famlies;

- seeking assurances that they are not being ill-treated and have access to | egal counse
and their famlies, and adequate medical care;

- urging the authorities to ensure that the seven people are released without delay if they
are not to be charged with a recogni zably crim nal offence and brought pronptly to fair
trial

APPEALS TO
1.
Son Excel | ence [ Sal utation: Monsieur |e Président]

Maj or Pierre Buyoya

Pr ési dent de | a République

Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 1870,

Buj unbura, République du Burund

Tel egrans: President Buyoya, Bujunbura, Burund
Tel exes: 5039 presibu bdi or 5049 md bdi

2

Monsi eur Adrien Si bonmana [ Sal utation: Monsieur |le Premer Mnistre]
Premier Mnistre et Mnistre de Ia Planification

Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 1870

Buj unbura, République du Burund

Tel egrans: Prenmier Mnistre Sibonmana, Bujunbura, Burund

Tel exes: 5039 presibu bd

3.

Monsi eur Sébastien Ntahuga [Salutation: Mnistre Ntahuga]
M nistre de la Justice

M nistére de la Justice

BP 1880

Buj unbura, République du Burund

Tel egrans: M nistre Ntahuga, Bujunbura, Burund

Tel exes: via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs: 5065 minirext, attn..

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Li bére Bararunyeretse
Mnistre de |'Intérieur et du Dével oppenent des collectivités |ocal es



M nistére de |'Intérieur
BP 1910
Buj unbura, République du Burund

Monsi eur Cyprien Mooni nmpa

M nistre des Relations extérieures et de |a Coopération
M ni stére des Rel ations extérieures

BP 1840

Buj unbura, République du Burund

Monsi eur Laurent Niyonkuru

Admi ni strateur Général de |la Sireté nationale
M nistére de | a Défense national e

Buj unbura, République du Burund

- Monsieur | e Rédacteur-en-Chef, Le Renouveau, BP 2870, Bujunbura, Burund

and to diplomatic representatives of Rwanda in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section
office, if sending appeals after 20 Septenber 1991.



