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EXTRA 77/ 97Fear of torture and ill-treatnent / Deaths in custody?29 May 1997
BURUNDI Det ai nees at Socarti nmilitary canp, Kanenge, Bujunbura
i ncl udi ng:

PAZI RUPWABO Jér dne
Pascal "Le Vieux"

Nl MBONA Ceor ges
NDI KUMANA Bosco

Al exi s
Onar

NDAYI SHI NI YE Samnue
G HONGA

Al exis "Papi"
BERAHI NO

NGENDABADASHAKA El i e
Eric

Reports that three nen have died as a result of torture in recent weeks in
Socarti mlitary camp in the Kanmenge district of the capital, Bujunbura,
have rai sed serious fears for the safety of other detainees held there,

i ncl udi ng those naned above.

Muyaga (first name not known) is reported to have died in Socarti in md-
May 1997, some three weeks after his arrest. Another man, whose nane is
not known to Ammesty International but who is believed to have been the
younger brother of Savinbi, a prom nent nenber of the Hutu-dom nated arned
group, the Forces pour |a Défense de |la Dénocratie (FDD), Forces for the
Def ence of Denobcracy, is also reported to have died in m d-My sone four
weeks after his arrest. A third man, Ernest Kabwe, who was arrested on 5
May and taken to Socarti, is reported to have died after torture on 9 Muy.

Torture and ill-treatnment are routine in Burundi. Detainees are especially
vul nerabl e to such abuses in cases such as these when | egal procedures are
not followed and saf eguards protecting detai nees, such as maeking the pl ace
of detention known and giving full access to detainees, are not inplemented
or adhered to. The fact that Socarti mlitary canp is being used as an
unof ficial detention centre heightens concern for those held there.

The majority of the detainees named above are reported to have been
arrested in the Kinama district of Bujunmbura by the 3e Bataillon

d’ Intervention, Third Intervention Battalion of the Gendarnerie. Mbst
were arrested in May although Berahino and Eli e Ngendabadashaka were
arrested in February or March 1997. None have been officially charged

al though they are reported to have been arrested on suspicion of links with
armed groups. Amesty International is concerned that sonme of the arrests
may have been arbitrary and it is not clear if any steps have been taken to
establish whether there is a legal basis for the arrests.

Amesty International has received reports that up to 150 people, nostly
young nmal e Hutu, have been arrested in a nunmber of raids in Bujumbura, al
on suspicion of links with armed groups. Fighting is currently taking

pl ace between armed groups and governnment forces in the province of Rura
Buj unbura close to the capital

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
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Al t hough Maj or Pierre Buyoya prom sed to end human rights viol ati ons when
he cane to power after a coup d' état in July 1996, Ammesty Internationa
has documented t housands of cases of extrajudicial execution,

"di sappearance”, arbitrary arrest and torture since that date. Critics and
opponents of the governnment have al so been harassed, arrested and tortured
in a pattern of attacks on political opponents, aimng to elininate
effective political opposition. More than 100, and possibly as many as 150
arrests have taken place over the course of the last few weeks in

Buj unbura. Those arrested are predom nantly young nmen, nostly nenbers of
the Hutu ethnic group. None are known to have been charged and at | east
three nen have died as a result of torture and ill-treatnent.

More than 6,500 civilians, nmostly Hutu, including at |east 2,600 accused of
i nvol venment in massacres in Burundi, are held in various prisons and
detention centres around the country. The majority are held w thout charge
or trial. Torture by nmenbers of the security forces is reported to be
carried out systematically, and with inpunity. Deaths in custody are often
reported.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egranms/faxes (currently no mail) in
French or your own | anguage:

- calling for imedi ate steps to guarantee the safety and humane treat nent
of all the detainees at Socarti nilitary canp, in view of the reported
death following torture of at |east three detainees;

- urging that the reported deaths be imediately investigated and, if
confirmed, that those responsible be brought to justice in accordance with
i nternational standards for fair trial

- calling on the authorities to allow the detainees held in the canp

i medi ate access to their famlies, |egal counsel, nedical care and
representatives of humanitarian organizations;

- seeking clarification of the reasons for their arrest and continued
detention, calling for themto be released if they are not to be pronptly
charged with recogni zably crim nal offences;

- calling for the transfer of any detai nees agai nst whomthere are | ega
grounds for continued detention to a civilian prison under the supervision
of the Procuracy (parquet).

APPEALS TO

Mnister for Internal Affairs and Public Security
Lt-Col . Epitace BAYAGANAKAND

Mnistre de |'Intérieur et de |la Sécurité Publique
M nistéere de |'Intérieur

Telegram: Mnistre Interieur, Bujunbura, Burund
Fax: 257 22 21 48 /| 257 21 30 55

Salutation : Monsieur le Mnistre

M nister of Defence

Li eutenant-Col. Firm n SI NZOYlI HEBA

M nistre de | a Défense Nationale

M nistéere de | a Défense

Fax: 257 22 39 59

Tel egrans: M nistre Defense, Bujunbura, Burund
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre




Gendarnerie Chief of Staff

Col onel George MJUKORAKO

Chef de |'Etat-nmajor général de |la gendarnerie

Et at - maj or général de la gendarnerie

M nistere de | a Défense nationale

Fax: 257 22 39 59

Tel egrams: Etat-nmajor general gendarmerie, Bujunbura, Burund
Sal utation: Monsieur |e Col one

Procureur généra

M Jean Bosco BUTASI

Procureur généra

Fax: 257 222148

Tel egrams: Procureur Ceneral, Bujumbura, Burund
Sal utation: Monsieur |le Procureur généra

COPI ES TO

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Terence SI NUNGURUZA

M nistre de la Justice et Garde des sceaux
M nistéere de | a Justice

Fax: 257 22 21 48

Presi dent

Maj or Pierre Buyoya

Pr ési dent de | a République
Pr ési dence de | a République
Fax: 257 22 7490

and to diplomatic representatives of Burundi accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 3 July 1997.



