EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 17/01/97
14 January 1997

Further information (6) on UA 250/96 (AFR 17/06/96, 31 Cctober 1996) and
foll owups: AFR 17/08/96, 12 Novenber; AFR 17/09/96, 15 Novenber; AFR

17/ 11/ 96, 11 Decenber; AFR 17/12/96, 13 Decenber; AFR 17/13/96, 18 Decenber
1996 - Prisoner of conscience/Fear of further PQOCs

CAMERCON Evari ste Menouga )
Peter Wlliam Mandio ) journalists
Dani el At angana )

Evari ste Menouga, a journalist on Le Nouvel |ndépendant newspaper, was

rel eased without charge on 19 Decenber 1996. He had been detai ned since 27
Novenber 1996. Daniel Atangana, who had been arrested on 10 Decenber 1996,
was al so rel eased wi thout charge on 29 Decenber 1996. Daniel Atangana was

arrested after witing an article for Le Front Indépendant, a newspaper

whi ch was established when Le Nouvel |ndépendant was tenporarily suspended.

Peter WIliam Mandio, a journalist on the newspaper Le Nouvel I|ndépendant
and al so director of Le Front Indépendant, had earlier been rel eased
wi t hout charge on 16 Decenber 1996.

In all three cases, the 72-hour period allowed by | aw before a detai nee
must be brought before a judicial authority to be charged or rel eased was
exceeded. No warrants for the arrest of these journalists were produced,
nor were they inforned of the accusations against them

Restrictions on freedom of expression intensified in Cameroon during 1996.
At | east seven journalists were sentenced to prison ternms and severa

ot hers were arrested and detai ned without charge. Newspapers were
suspended. The increased nunber of arrests, detention, convictions and

i mpri sonment of journalists appears to be an attenpt by the government to
inhibit criticismof government policies, prom nent government nenbers and
those cl osely associated with them

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send letters or faxes in French, English
or your own | anguage:

- welconming the rel eases of Evariste Menouga and Dani el Atangana;

- expressing concern, however, about the increasing nunber of journalists
who have been arrested, detained, convicted and inprisoned in Cameroon and
rem ndi ng the governnment of its obligations to guarantee the right to
freedom of expression under Article 19 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which Caneroon ratified in 1984,

- urging that no journalists be detained or inprisoned solely for
exercising their right to freedom of expression

APPEALS TGO

Presi dent

Son Excellence M Paul Biya

Prési dent de | a République

Palais de |'Unité

1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Fax: +237 221 699

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président de |la République / Dear President Biya
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Prime Mnister

M  Peter Mfany Misonge

Premier Mnistre

Cabi net du Premier Mnistre

| meubl e Etoile

1000 Yaoundé, Caneroon

Fax: +237 235 765

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre /| Dear Prime M nister

M nister of Justice

M Laurent Esso

M nistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux

M nistéere de | a Justice

1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Mnister of State for Conmunication

M Augustin Kontchou Kouonegn

M nistre d' Etat chargé de | a Conmmuni cati on,

M ni stére de | a Conmuni cation

BP 1588, Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

- Le Messager, BP 5925, 11 Boulevard de |l a Liberté, Douala, République du
Canmer oun

- Caneroon Post, BP 1981, Yaoundé, République du Caneroon

- The Herald, BP 3659 Messa, Yaoundé, République du Cameroun

- La Nouvel |l e Expression, BP 15333, 12 rue Prince de Galles, Doual a,
Républ i que du Caneroun

and to diplomatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 Feburary 1997.



