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Further information on EXTRA 168/99 (AFR 17/12/99, 26 Novenber 1999) and

fol | owups (AFR 17/13/99, 3 Decenber 1999, AFR 17/01/00, 5 January 2000) -
Fear of “di sappearance”/ Extrajudicial execution

CAVEROON Mauri ce Tchanbou

Mauri ce Tchanbou has now been held without charge or trial by the security
forces for nore than two nonths, and is being denied all visits. Ammesty
International is seriously concerned for his safety.

Maurice Tchanbou was arrested by the paramlitary police, the gendarnerie,
on 21 Novenber 1999, in Maroua, Far-North Province. He was then transferred
to the custody of the brigade anti-gang, a conbined military-gendarnmnerie
unit deployed to conbat armed robbery in northern Cameroon. The brigade
anti-gang has carried out up to 700 extrajudicial executions of suspected
armed robbers since it was first deployed in March 1998 (see Caneroon:
Extraj udicial executions in North and Far-North Provinces, Al |ndex: AFR
17/ 16/ 98, Decenber 1998).

Maurice Tchanbou is a nmenber of the non-governnmental hunman rights

or gani zati on Mouvenent pour |a défense des droits de |’ honme et des

l'i bertés (MDDHL), Movenent for the Defence of Human Rights and Liberties,
whi ch has actively investigated and canpai gned agai nst these killings.
MDDHL nmenbers have been repeatedly intimdated and threatened because of
their work.

Under Caneroon |aw, Maurice Tchanbou shoul d have been referred to a
judicial authority to be either charged or released within 72 hours of his
arrest. He has not been charged with any of fence and there is no | ega
basis for his continuing detention. It appears that he nay have been
arrested solely because of his association with the NMDDHL.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in French, English or your own | anguage:

- repeating concern about reports that Maurice Tchanbou, a nenber of the
Mouvenent pour |a défense des droits de |’ honme et des |ibertés (NMDDHL),
Movenent for the Defence of Human Rights and Liberties, is being held

i nconmuni cado by the brigade anti-gang in Maroua, Far-North Province;

- urging that his safety be guaranteed while in detention and that he be
i medi ately allowed visits fromhis famly, a |awer and a doctor

- urging that he be i mediately and unconditionally released if, as it
appears, he has been arrested solely because of his association with the
MDDHL and his activities in defence of human rights.

APPEALS TO

Mnister of State for Defence

M Amadou Al

Mnistre d' Etat dél égué a |a Présidence chargé de | a Défense

Pal ai s de | a Présidence

1000 Yaoundé

Républ i que du Caneroun

Tel egrans: Mnistre d Etat Défense, Présidence, Yaoundé, Caneroon
Faxes: + 237 20 33 06
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E-mails: cel com@amet . cm
Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre d" Etat / Dear Mnister of State

Head of National Security

M Luc René Bel

Dél égué général a la Slreté nationale

Sireté national e

1000 Yaoundé

Républ i que du Caner oon

Telegrans: M Bell, SlOreté nationale, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Faxes: c/o Mnistry of Foreign Affairs + 237 20 11 33 (you nmay get a
recorded nessage. |f this happens, please try later)

Sal utation: Mnsieur |e Dél égué général / Dear M Bel

M ni ster of Justice

M Laurent Esso

Mnistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux
Mnistére de | a Justice

1000 Yaoundé

Républ i que du Caner oon

Tel egrans: Mnistre Justice, Yaoundé, Caneroon
Faxes: + 237 22 01 97

E-mails: cel com@ammet . cm

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Newspaper s

Le Messager

Faxes: + 237 42 02 14
Caner oon Tri bune

Faxes: + 237 30 43 62

and to diplonatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 February 2000.



