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Further information on UA 07/98 (AFR 17/01/98, 8 January 1998) - and

foll owups (AFR 17/03/98, 15 January 1998; AFR 17/04/98, 4 March 1998; AFR
17/06/98, 15 April 1998; AFR 17/08/98, 26 June 1998; AFR 17/10/98, 13
August 1998, AFR 17/13/98, 16 October 1998, AFR 17/17/98, 7 Decenber 1998)-
Prisoner of conscience / Health Concern / Cruel, inhuman and degrading
treat ment

CAMERCON M chel M chaut Mussal a, journalist, director of the newspaper
Aurore Pl us

M chel M chaut Mussala was conditionally rel eased by the Court of Appea
on 4 February 1999 after serving five nmonths of his six-nmonth prison term
He is schedul ed to appear again before the Court of Appeal on 1 April 1999.

He was convicted of defamation (diffamation) in January 1998 and sentenced
to six months’ inprisonment and a fine, and arrested and inprisoned in
Sept enber 1998. The charges related to an article published in the
newspaper Aurore Plus accusing a National Assenbly nmenber of the ruling
Rassenbl enent dénocrati que du peupl e canerounai s, Canmeroon People’s
Denocratic Mvenent, of corruption (détournenent de fonds publics) and

ot her crimnal offences.

Ammesty International considered Mchel M chaut Mussala to be a prisoner
of conscience, inprisoned solely because of his legitimte professiona
activities and in violation of his right to freedom of expression.

FURTHER RECOMMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmil
letters in French, English or in your own |anguage:

- welcoming the rel ease of Mchel M chaut Mussala on 4 February 1999 but
urging that his release be made unconditi onal

- rem nding the government of Canmeroon of its obligation to guarantee
freedom of expression, under Article 19 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which it ratified in 1984, and Article 19 of
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which states that “Everyone has
the right to freedom of opinion and expression”

APPEALS TO

Presi dent

Son Excellence M Paul Biya

Président de |a République, Palais de |'Unité

1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Tel egrans: Président, Yaounde, Caneroon

Faxes: + 237 20 33 06

Sal utati on: Monsieur |le Président de |a République / Dear President Biya

M nister of Justice

M Laurent Esso

M nistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux

M nistére de la Justice, 1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun
Tel egrans: Mnistre Justice, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

M ni ster of Communi cation
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M René Zé Nguél é

M nistre de | a Conmunication, Mnistére de |a Conmunication
1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Tel egranms: M nistre Communi cati on, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO
Dr Sol onbn Nfor OGaei, President, National Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
Freedons, PO Box 20317, Yaoundé, Caneroon.

Aurore Plus, BP 7042, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Le Messager, BP 5925, 226 Boul evard de la Liberté, Douala, Caneroon

La Nouvel |l e Expression, BP 15333, 12 rue Prince de Galles, Doual a, Caneroon
Caneroon Post, BP 1981, Yaoundé, Caneroon

The Herald, BP 3659 Messa, Yaoundé, Caneroon

and to diplomatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or you section office, if sending appeals after 30 March 1999.



