PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 17/13/98
16 October 1998

Further information on UA 07/98 (AFR 17/01/98, 8 January 1998) and foll ow
ups (AFR 17/03/98, 15 January 1998; AFR 17/04/98, 4 March 1998; AFR
17/06/98, 15 April 1998; AFR 17/08/98, 26 June 1998 and AFR 17/10/98, 13
August) - Prisoner of conscience/ Health Concern / Cruel, inhuman and

degr adi ng treat nent

CAMERCON Pius Njawé, journalist, director of Le Messager
M chel M chaut Mussala, journalist, director of Aurore Plus

Despite having had his one-year prison sentence confirmed by the Suprene
Court on 17 Septenber 1998, prisoner of conscience Pius Njawé was granted a
presi dential pardon and rel eased frominprisonnent on 12 Cctober.

There are, however, renewed concerns for another journalist, Mchel M chaut
Moussal a, who is currently held in the Central Prison, New Bell, in Douala
in notoriously harsh conditions.

M chel M chaut Mussala was arrested on 3 Septenber. He had been convicted
of defamation (diffamation) at the sanme trial as Pius Njawé, but in a
separate case, in January 1998, and sentenced to six nonths’ inprisonnment
and a fine. The charges related to an article accusing a National Assenbly
menber of the ruling Rassenbl enent dénocrati que du peupl e canerounais,
Caneroon People’s Denobcratic Mvenent, of corruption (détournenment de fonds
publics) and other crimnal offences.

New charges of evading arrest (évasion) were brought agai nst himbecause he
had not presented hinself to the prison authorities follow ng his
conviction and sentencing in January. Although these new charges were

di sm ssed by a court on 14 Cctober, Mchel M chaut Mussala is stil

serving the six-nonth sentence inposed in January.

Ammesty International considers himto be a prisoner of conscience,
i mpri soned sol ely because of his legitimte professional activities and in
violation of his right to freedom of expression

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/ airmil
letters in French, English or in your own |anguage:

- welcomng the release of Pius Njawé on 12 October 1998 but expressing
concern that he was inprisoned as a prisoner of conscience for nore than
ni ne nont hs;

- expressing your concern about the arrest and inprisonment on 3 Septenber
of M chel M chaut Mussal a, whom Amesty International considers to be a
pri soner of conscience;

- urging that he be i mediately and conditionally rel eased;

- requesting assurances that he is held in conditions which conformto

i nternational standards for the treatnment of prisoners;

- rem nding the Governnent of Canmeroon of its obligation to guarantee
freedom of expression, including under Article 19 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which it ratified in 1984, and
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which states that
“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression”.

APPEALS TGO
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Presi dent

Son Excellence M Paul Biya

Prési dent de |a République, Palais de |'Unité

1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Tel egranms: President, Yaounde, Cameroon

Faxes: + 237 22 16 99

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Président de |a République / Dear President Biya

M nister of Justice

M Laurent Esso

M nistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux

M nistére de la Justice, 1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun
Tel egrams: M nistre Justice, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

M ni ster of Communication

M René Zé Nguél é

M nistre de | a Conmunication, Mnistére de |a Conmunication
1000 Yaoundé, République du Caneroun

Tel egranms: M nistre Communi cati on, Yaoundé, Caneroon

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO
Dr Sol onbn Nfor OGaei, President, National Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
Freedons, PO Box 20317, Yaoundé, Caneroon.

Aurore Plus, BP 7042, Yaoundé, Camer oon

Le Messager, BP 5925, 11 Boul evard de | a Liberté, Douala, Canmeroon
L' Expression, BP 15333, 12 rue Prince de Galles, Doual a, Caneroon
Caneroon Post, BP 1981, Yaoundé, Caneroon

The Heral d, BP 3659 Messa, Yaoundé, Caneroon

and to diplomatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or you section office, if sending appeals after 27 Novenber 1998.

“Everyone has the right to freedomof opinion and expression”.

Article 19, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



