PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 17/13/99
3 Decenber 1999

Further information on EXTRA 168/99 (AFR 17/12/99, 26 Novenber 1999) - Fear
of “di sappearance” / Extrajudicial execution

CAMEROON M Tchanbou

M  Tchanbou has been returned to the custody of the gendarnerie, the
param litary police, in Maroua. He does not appear to have been ill-treated
and has now been allowed to receive visitors.

M  Tchanbou, a nenber of a non-governnental human rights organization, the
Mouvenent pour | a défense des droits de | honme et des |ibertés (MDDHL),
Movement for the Defence of Human Rights and Liberties, was arrested on 21
Novenber 1999 by the gendarnmerie in Maroua, Far-North Provi nce. Anmesty

I nternational became concerned for his safety when he was transferred the
same day to a detention centre of a special unit of the security services,
known as the brigade anti-gang, and held i ncommuni cado.

Menbers of the MDDHL have been harassed and threatened as a result of their
i nvestigation into hundreds of killings of crimnal suspects by the brigade
anti-gang.

He has not been charged with any offence and the reasons for his arrest are
not clear. It appears that he nmay have been arrested and detained solely
because of his association with the MDDHL

FURTHER RECOMMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send E-mmil s/faxes/express/airmail
letters in French, English or in your own |anguage:

- continuing to ask about the reasons for M Tchanbou's arrest on 21
November 1999 in Maroua, Far-North Province;

- urging his i mediate and unconditional release if, as it appears, he has
been arrested solely because of his association with the MDDHL and his
activities in defence of human rights;

- requesting assurances that his safety be guaranteed while he is in

det enti on.

APPEALS TO

Mnister of State for Defence

M  Amadou Al

M nistre d' Etat dél égué a | a Présidence chargé de | a Défense
Pal ai s de | a Présidence

1000 Yaoundé

Républ i que du Caneroun

Faxes: + 237 20 33 06

E-mail s: cel com@amet.cm

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre d"Etat / Dear Mnister of State

Head of National Security

M Luc René Bel

Dél égué général a la Sireté nationale

Slret é national e

1000 Yaoundé

Républ i que du Caneroon

Faxes: c/o Mnistry of Foreign Affairs + 237 20 11 33
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Sal ut ati on: Monsieur | e Dél égué général / Dear M Bel

M nister of Justice

M Laurent Esso

M nistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux
M nistéere de | a Justice

1000 Yaoundé

Camer oon
Faxes: + 237 22 01 97
e-mails: cel com@&ammet.cm

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

Le Messager (newspaper)

Faxes: + 237 42 02 14
Caneroon Tri bune (newspaper)
Faxes: + 237 30 43 62

and to diplomatic representatives of Caneroon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 24 Decenber 1999.



