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UA 399/ 94 Death penalty 14 Novenber 1994

CENTRAL AFRI CAN REPUBLI C Di eudonné KALANGA BELLY
Ant oi ne METENDE
Al ai n- | saac GBABELE
Boris Barnabe W LI BONA

Ammesty International is concerned that the four gendarnes naned above have
been sentenced to death after having been found guilty of nurder by the
Permanent Mlitary Court of the Central African Republic. Apart froma
pourvoi en cassation (a review procedure by the Suprene Court which may
grant a retrial), there is no right of appeal against the verdict of a
mlitary court. Execution would be carried out in public by firing squad.

It is not yet known if a date for the cassation procedure has been fixed.
Because there is no right of appeal, trials before mlitary courts do not
conformto international standards of fair trial. As death sentences nust
be confirnmed by the head of state, Ammesty International is calling on
Presi dent Ange Félix Patasse to commute all four death sentences passed.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 13 Septenber 1994 the mlitary court, which had been sitting since 12
Sept enber, convicted Boris Barnabe WIli Bona of the fatal shooting of
Herm ne Yakite, a pregnant woman killed on her way to hospital in May 1993
as denonstrating security forces tried to commandeer her car. The other
three gendarnmes were convicted on 28 Cctober 1994 for the killing of Dr

Cl aude Conjugo, an eye-doctor, who was beaten to death during a
denonstration in August 1992. Amesty International had appealed to the
former governnent to open inquiries into the killing of Claude Conjugo and
Herm ne Yakite and to bring those responsible to justice.

The penal code of the Central African Republic provides for the death
penalty for a nunber of offenses including nurder and killing in the course
of other crimes such as arned robbery, although as far as it is known there
have been no executions since 1981. In Septenber 1993, the first denocratic
el ections held in the Central African Republic, after years of one party
rul e, brought to power President Patasse, a fornmer prisoner of conscience.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send telegrans/telexes and airnmail letters
either in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the four prisoners naned above have been
sentenced to death by a court whose procedures do not conformto

i nternational standards for fair trial

- urging that the head of state conmute all four death sentences to
custodi al sentences i medi ately;

- explaining that Amesty International considers the death penalty to be
a violation of the right to life and the ultimte formof cruel, inhuman
and degradi ng puni shnent and as such is prohibited by Article 5 of the



Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and ot her

st andar ds;

i nt ernati onal

human rights

- calling for a noratorium on death sentencing and executions until an
exhaustive review of the death penalty has taken place in the Central

African Republic.
APPEALS TO

Son Excel | ence Monsi eur

Ange Fél i x PATASSE

Pr ési dent de | a République

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssance

BANGU

Central African Republic

Tel egrams: President Patasse, Bangui, RCA
Tel exes: 5253

Sal ut ati on: Mbonsieur |e President

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Monsi eur Jean- Luc MANDABA
Premer Mnistre et

Chef du Gouver nment

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssance
BANGUI

Monsi eur Jacques MBOSSO

M nistre de | a Justice,

Réforme du droit et Garde des Sceaux
M nistéere de | a Justice

BANGUI

and to diplomatic representatives of the Central

accredited to your country.

African Republic

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,

or your section office, if sending appeals after

26 Decenber

1994.



