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CENTRAL AFRI CAN REPUBLI C:

Adj er ou Abdour aman Jean- Hi | ai re Kovomatch
Ni cai se Abourou General Thi not hée Mal endoma
Qumar ou Chaka Godefroy Mokanmanede
Robert Dj oi ner Jean- Firm n Mosseba
Joseph Gri ss-Benbe Di eudonné Nant
| br ahi m Houssei n Tobi e N Garagba
I ssa | brahim (accounts clerk)
Thomas Koazo (journalist and Sakabede
former prisoner of conscience Fei keram Sam
1986-9) Arséne Yenmn

The 17 peopl e naned above were all arrested in the capital, Bangui
between 13 and 17 October 1990 after calling for a nationa
conference to discuss nulti-party denocracy. They held a public
nmeeting on 13 October to discuss the organization of such a
conference. The peaceful neeting was di spersed by the security
forces, provoking denpnstrations and riots which continued until 15
October, |eaving several dozen people injured. None of those
arrested is believed to have been involved in acts of violence and
none has been charged with any offence although it is alnost a nonth
since their arrest. They are held at various police stations in
Bangui .

The country's laws on crimnal procedure allow the security
forces to detain suspects for up to a nonth, in the case of
politically notivated cases, before they are referred to the judicia
authorities or released. In nunmerous cases, however, politica
det ai nees have been held for nmuch | onger before their cases were
revi ewed by an independent judicial authority.

Amesty International is concerned that these 17 people are
detai ned solely on account of peacefully exercising their politica
rights.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Since early 1990 many prom nent people, including those 20 arrested
on 12 Septenber 1990 and who rermain held (see UA 380/ 90,

AFR 19/ 06/ 90, 20 Septenber) have nmade public their demand that a
nati onal conference be held to prepare the way for nmulti-party
denocracy. Under the terns of the country's 1986 constitution, the
country is a one-party state, ruled by the Rassenbl ement dénopcrati que
centrafricain (RDC), Central African Denocratic Alliance. |n My
1990 President Andre (acute accent on e) Kolingba rejected the
demands stating that there was roomfor all political views within
the one party. Several people suspected of supporting demands for
the national conference were detained for short periods between My
and August 1990.




For several nonths the proponents of the national conference
and nmulti-party denocracy have been writing nmenoranda and "open
letters” to the President about their demands. They have forned what
is known as a Coordination Conmittee for the National Conference.
These arrests in Cctober 1990 appear to indicate a further escal ation
of governnent repression of demands for nulti-party denocracy.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and ai r nai
letters:

- expressing concern at the arrest of 17 people, nam ng sone,
apparently because they attended a peaceful public neeting called to
di scuss political refornms in the Central African Republic;

- expressing concern that their arrests, simlar to those of 20
peopl e on 12 Septenber, appear to be part of official policy to
suppress human rights, in particular freedom of expression, freedom
of association and freedom of assenbly;

- requesting information about whether they have been charged with
any specific of fences;

- urging that if they are inprisoned for having held a peacefu
nmeeting to discuss nulti-party denocracy, and are therefore prisoners
of conscience, they should be rel eased i nmedi ately and

uncondi tional ly.

APPEALS TO

Son Excel | ence

Général d' Armée André KOLI NGBA

Pr ési dent de | a République

Pal ai s de | a Renai ssance

Bangui

Républ i que centrafricai ne

Tel exes: 5300 PRESI CAB RC or 5201 VI CEPRE RC
Tel egrams: President KOLI NGBA Bangui, RCA

Monsi eur | e Lieutenant-Col onel Christophe GRELOVBE
Mnistre de | a Défense et de |a Justice
M nistere de | a Défense
Bangui
Républ i que centrafricai ne
Tel exes: 5298 M NDI CA RC
5293 JUSTI CE RC
Tel egrams: M nistre GRELOVBE, Bangui, RCA

Monsi eur Thomas MAPOUKA

Mnistre de la Sécurité et de |' Admi nistration du
territoire

M nistéere de la Sécurité

Bangui

Républ i que centrafricai ne

Tel egranms: M nistre Mapouka, Bangui, RCA

COPI ES TO

Monsi eur Laurent GOM NA- PAMPALI

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres et de | a coopération
i nternational e

M ni stére des Affaires étrangéres

BP 936

Bangui



Républ i que centrafricai ne

and to diplomatic representatives of the Central African Republic in your
country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 Decenber 1990.



