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CHAD: Lieutenant Laoukein BARDE, army officer
Soul eymane KABO, 16-year-old pupi
Youssouf KABO, unenpl oyed
Joseph MADJI MBANG, forner Anbassador to Egypt
Zakari a MOURSAL, bank enpl oyee
Ahmed NAHOR, trader, former prefect (governor) of Myen-Char
Gali Gatta N GOTHE, |lecturer, former adviser to the President
Edouard SAILLY, forner presidential press director
Hi ssein Seydou THI AM trader

The ni ne peopl e naned above have been arrested over the past four nonths in
Chad's capital N Djanena. Anmnmesty International has just received news of
the arrests. They are believed to be held incommuni cado, and uncharged, at
a secret detention centre in N Djanena. Amesty International is concerned
that some of them nay be prisoners of conscience, detained because of their
peaceful opposition to the Government, and is further concerned that they
are all at risk of torture and extrajudicial execution.

Gali Gatta N Gothe is an econonmist in his early 40's who returned to
Chad in 1986 having lived in exile since 1982. After his return to Chad he
becane adviser to President Hissein Habré and in 1987 he was appoi nted as
Director of Cotonchad, a state conmpany, and then becane |ecturer in
econom cs at N Djanena University. Gali Gatta N Gothé is w dely known for
his pro-denpcracy views. Ammesty International believes that he is a
pri soner of conscience detained without charge or trial because of his
peaceful opposition to the government.

The arrests occurred following the distribution in N Dj anena of
| eafl ets criticizing the government and its repression of grow ng arned
opposition activities against the governnment in eastern Chad near the
border with Sudan.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

More than 400 people have been detained for political reasons in Chad since
m d- 1987. These include nore than 180 people fromthe Hadjerai ethnic
group arrested in md-1987, at |least 20 supporters of forner President
Goukouni OQueddei, who returned voluntarily to Chad but were arrested in
June and July 1988, along with nore than 200 other prisoners belonging to

t he Zaghawa ethnic group detained in April and May 1989. Mbst of these

pri soners appear to have been arrested and detained arbitrarily by Chad's
security service because of their ethnic origin and their fanmly
connections with other government opponents. The Chadi an governnent has
failed to account for what has happened to these prisoners and refused to
di scl ose any information about their fate or their whereabouts. There have
been reports fromunofficial sources that nmany of them have been subjected
to torture or executed extrajudicially. Mst have effectively

"di sappeared” while in the custody of the security service.



Dozens of prisoners, including civilians and soldiers, were killed by
government forces in March 1990 in north-east Chad, in the towns of Bahai
Tine and Iriba near the frontier with Sudan, an area affected by arned
conflict between government troops and insurgents belonging to the Front
Patriotique du Salut (FIS), the Patriotic Front of Salvation, a coalition
of armed opposition groups led by Idriss Deby.




RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the arrest of the people naned above and about
reports that they are apparently being held inconmuni cado;

- requesting clarification of the reasons for their arrest;

- requesting assurances that they are being humanely treated while in
det enti on;

- urging the authorities to informthe relatives and | awers of those naned
above as to where they are being detained and requesting that they be
al l onwed i nmedi ate access to | awers, relatives and doctors;

- expressing concern at reports that they may be prisoners of conscience
det ai ned on account of their political views, and urging the governnment to
rel ease them i medi ately and unconditionally if they are not to be charged
with a recogni zably crimnal offence.

APPEALS TO

Son Excel |l ence Monsieru Hi ssein Habré
Prési dent de |a République du Tchad
N Dj anena, République du Tchad

Tel egranms: President Habre, N Djamena, Chad
Tel exes: 5201 PRESI REP KD or 5307 PRESI REP KD
Faxes: + 235 51 4501

Monsi eur Achei kh | bn Omar
M nistre des affaires étrangeres
N Dj anena, République du Tchad

Telegrams: Mnistre affaires etrangeres, N Djanena, Chad
Tel exes: 5238 M NAFFET KD

Monsi eur Koré Gui ni

Di recteur

Direction de |a docunentation et de |la sécurité (DSS)
N Dj anena, République du Tchad

Tel egranms: Directeur DDS, N Djanmena, Chad
Tel exes: 5343 DI POL KD

Monsi eur Djimet Togou

Mnistre de |'intérieur et de |'adm nistration du territoire
Mnistére de |'intérieur et de |'admnnistration du territoire
N Dj anena, République du Tchad

Tel egrans: Mnistre interieur, N D anena, Chad

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 COctober 1990.



