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COMORCS: Dr M Tara Maecha, forner minister of Foreign Affairs and nenber of

Udzi ma political party

Omar Tanou, former minister of Internal Affairs and Secretary

General of Udzima political party

Li eut enant Abdal | ah Ahned Chei k, soldier and son of forner
Presi dent Mohanmed Abdal | ah

Li eut enant Abder ahnmane Ahned Abdal | ah, sol dier and son of
former President Mohanmed Abdall ah

Captai n Conmbo Ayouba, a sol dier

and four others sentenced in absentia

The above ni ne people were sentenced to death, four of themin absentia, on 24
April 1993 for attenpting to overthrow the governnent of President Said Mhaned
Dj ohar on 26 Septenber 1992. Ammesty International is concerned that they have
no right of appeal to a higher court and nmay face i mr nent execution

Ei ght een people, four civilians and 14 soldiers, were tried by the State Security
Court in connection with the Septenber 1992 coup attenpt. The trial began on 21
April 1993 and the prosecution denanded death sentences for the nine naned above
and prison sentences of between 10 years' and life for the others. It is unclear
whet her the prison sentences were passed or whether there were any acquittals. A
| awyer representing some of the defendants sentenced to death reportedly said
that he had been surprised by the haste with which the court announced the

verdi ct.

Al t hough the defendants were represented by | awers, Ammesty International is
still concerned about several aspects of the trial which appear to have been
unfair. People sentenced by the State Security Court which was set up in 1981
have no right of appeal to a higher court. The inpartiality of the Court and
officials who carried out the investigations is in doubt. They were appointed by,
and are responsible to political |eaders, instead of to the Procurator Ceneral as
requi red by the Code of Penal Procedure. The Court's judges and assessors are
appoi nted by the governnent for a renewabl e one-year term The |awers had
limted access to the detainees and their files.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

On 26 Septenber 1992 about 100 soldiers took control of the national radio and
announced that they had deposed President Djohar. They were |l ed by two sons of
former President Mohamed Abdal | ah who was assassinated in Novenmber 1989 and
succeeded by President Djohar. Forces loyal to the governnent thwarted the coup
attenpt and about 10 soldiers involved in the revolt, including fornmer President
Abdal | ah' s sons, were captured, while others escaped.

In the aftermath of the coup attenpt nore than 30 civilians, including two forner
mnisters, and soldiers were arrested. Mst of them were rel eased in subsequent



nmont hs. The Procuracy conpl ained that nost of the arrests and detentions were

unl awful and were carried out without its authorization as required by Conorian
Code of Penal Procedure. Many were apparently detai ned because they had expressed
support for the overthrow of President Djohar. Some of the detainees were
reportedly tortured. One of them Hassan Arouna, was reportedly severely beaten
while in police custody for eight days in October. One of his eyes was reportedly
darmaged and the right side of his face paralysed as a result. It is unclear

whet her he was one of those tried.

On 6 Cctober 1992 the detained soldiers appeared before an exam ning magi strate
who remanded themin custody in a civilian prison. However, mlitary officials
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transferred theminstead to Kandani mlitary barracks, despite protests by
judicial officials and defence | awers.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express and airmai
letters either in FRENCH, ARABIC, KISWAHI LI, ENGLISH or in your own |anguage:

- expressing concern at the death sentences inposed on the above nine people on
24 April 1993;

- expressing particular concern that they were convicted, w thout adequate
guarantees for fair trial, by the State Security Court which allows no appeal to
a higher, independent jurisdiction, and referring to the safeguards adopted by
the United Nations Economi ¢ and Social Council in 1984 which stipulate that
anyone who is sentenced to death shall have the right to appeal to a higher
court;

- explaining that, while Ammesty International does not condone acts of violence
and recogni zes the right of governnents to bring to justice those responsible for
crimnal acts, such as the violent overthrow of governments, it opposes the death
penalty in all cases on the grounds that it is a cruel, inhuman and degradi ng
puni shment which violates the right to life;

- appealing to the Conorian authorities to commute these death sentences and not
to carry out any executions;

- calling for a review of all legislation and procedures concerning the death
penalty with a view to reduci ng progressively the nunber of offences punishable
by death and to substitute the death penalty with other nore humane puni shnents
for violent crinme.

APPEALS TO

1) President:

Monsi eur Said Mohaned DIJOHAR

Prési dent de | a république

BP 521, MORON

Républ i que fédéral e islam que des Conores
Tel egrans: President Djohar, Mroni, Conoros
Tel exes: 233 presirep ko

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président de |a République / Dear President

2) Mnister of Justice:

Monsi eur Kaambi ROUBAN

M nistre de |la Justice, de |l a Fonction Publique et de |'Enplo
M nistére de la Justice, de la Fonction Publique et de |I'Enplo
MORON




Républ i que fédéral e islam que des Conores
Tel egranms: M ni ster Roubani, Mroni, Conoros
Tel exes: 219 MAERFI C KO (via Mnister of Foreign Affairs)

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TG

1) Prime Mnister:

Monsi eur | brahim Halidi Abderamane

Prem er Mnistre

Bureau du Chef du gouvernnent

BP 421, MORONI

Républ i que fédéral e islam que des Conores

2) Mnister of Foreign Affairs:

Monsi eur Said At houmane Said Ahned

M nistre des Affaires Etrangeres et de |a Coopération
M nistére des Affaires Etrangéres et de | a Coopération
MORONI

Républ i que fédéral e islam que des Conores

and to diplomatic representatives of Conpros accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Pl ease check with the International Secretariat
or your section office if sending appeals after 7 June 1993.



