EXTERNAL Al I ndex: AFR 21/01/96

EXTRA 149/ 96 Death penalty / Legal concern 25 Sept enber 1996

COMORCS M Rodin
M Mohaned Sahal
M Ali Machal | ah
and one other (name unknown)

Al'i Youssouf

Amesty International fears that the first four nen |isted above, convicted
of arned robbery and sentenced to death on 20 Septenber 1996 in Mroni, the
capital of Conpbros, may be executed by firing squad in the next few days.
These fears have been hei ghtened by the execution of a fifth man, Al
Youssouf, on 18 Septenber, just days after his sentence was passed. His
was the first execution in Conpros since the country's independence in
1975.

Ali Youssouf had no recourse to appeal against his sentence, as the judges
for the Cour de Cassation (Appeals Court) have yet to be nanmed by the
Nati onal Assenbly and the court is therefore not operational

The execution of Ali Youssouf followed a speech on 23 August 1996 by the
Presi dent of the Republic, Mhamed Taki Abdoul karim in which he announced
a crackdown on violent crine, and warned that the death penalty woul d be
applied. In his speech he spoke of: "our justice being too slow, it noves
at the speed of a tortoise"

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Several people were sentenced to death in Conoros in April 1993, but |ater
had their sentences comruted follow ng international protests by Amesty
I nternational and others against the puni shnment.

The current governnent headed by President Mohamed Taki Abdoul karim canme to
power in March 1996. It has vowed to uphold Islamc values in Conorian
soci ety.

Ammesty International recognizes the rights and responsibilities of
governnments to bring to justice those suspected of crimnal offences, but
opposes the death penalty in all cases as the ultimate violation of the
right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnment or punishnment, as proclained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights. Furthernore, the death penalty has never been
shown to have a unique deterrent effect on crinme, and is brutalizing to al
involved in its application.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/express/airnail
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing deep concern at the inm nent execution of four men convicted
of arned robbery - M Rodin, M Mhaned Sahali, M Ali Machallah and one
ot her;

- explaining opposition to the death penalty in all cases and urgi ng that
t he death sentences be conmut ed;

- expressing deep regret at the execution on 18 Septenber of Ali Youssouf,
and noting with serious concern that he was executed without being able to
exercise his right to appeal



- stating that the resunption of executions is a seriously retrograde step
for the respect of human rights in Conobros, and urging that no further
executions be carried out and that steps be taken towards the eventual
abolition of the death penalty in | aw

APPEALS TO

1. President

Mohamed Taki Abdoul kari m

Prési dent de | a République

BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

Tel egrans: President, Moroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 233 PRESI REP KO

Faxes: +269 73 60 14 482

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear President

2. Mnister of Justice, Guardian of the Seals, with responsibility for
Islamic Affairs and Arabo-Islamic Institutions

Mohamed Aboul wahab

M nistre de la Justice, Garde des Sceaux, des Affaires nusul manes

et des Relations avec les Institutions Arabo-Islam ques

M nistére de la Justice, de |la Fonction Publique et de |'Enpl oi

MORONI, Conor os

Tel egranms: M nistre Justice, Mroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 219 MAERFI C KO

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Prime Mnister

Tadj i di ne Ben Said Massoundi
Prem er Mnistre du gouvernenent
BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

M nister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Sai d Orar Said Ahned

M nistre des Affaires Etrangeres et de |a Coopération
M nistére des Affaires Etrangéres et de | a Coopération
MORONI, Conor os

and to diplomatic representatives of Conpros accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 25 October 1996.



