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EXTRA 01/ 97 Death penalty / Legal concern 6 January 1997

COMORCS Said Ali Mhaned
Youssouf Hamedi, aged 40
Mohanmed Youssouf

The three nen naned above have been convicted of nmurder and sentenced to
death. Said Ali Mhanmed was sentenced to death on 31 Decenber 1996,
Youssouf Hamadi on 3 January 1997 and Mhamed Youssouf on 4 January. The
sentences follow a recent statenent by President Mohamed Taki Abdoul karim
announci ng a crackdown on nurderers, and Amesty International fears that
the three nen are at risk of inmm nent execution

Al t hough entitled by |aw to appeal against their sentences, the judges for
the Cour de Cassation (Appeals Court) have yet to be named by the Nationa

Assenbly and the court is not operational. Ammesty International is
concerned that the nmen nmay be denied their right to appeal. |n Septenber
1996, another man, Youssouf Ali, was denied his right to appeal and

publicly executed just days after he was sentenced to death.

Under Islamic law it is forbidden to carry out executions during the nonth
of Ramadhan which starts this year on 10 January and Ammesty Internationa
is concerned the nen may be executed before Ramadhan starts.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Youssouf Ali's execution was the first execution in Conpros since the
country's independence in 1975 and canme shortly after a statenment nade by
President Taki in which he announced a crackdown on violent crine and

war ned that the death penalty would be applied. He was also reported to
speak of “our justice being too slow, it noves at the speed of a tortoise”
(see EXTRA 149/96, AFR 21/01/96, 25 Septenber 1996.)

Ammesty International recognizes the rights and responsibilities of
governnments to bring to justice those suspected of crimnal offences, but
opposes the death penalty in all cases as the ultimate violation of the
right tolife and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnment or punishnment, as proclained in the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Rights. Furthernore, the death penalty has never been
shown to have a unique deterrent effect on crinme, and is brutalizing to al
involved in its application.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/express/airmil letters
in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the death sentences passed on Youssouf Hamadi, Said
Al'i Mohaned and Mbhanmed Youssouf;

- urging that the nen be allowed to exercise their right to appeal to an

i ndependent and inpartial higher appeal court;

- reiterating Amesty International’s concern at the public execution of
Youssouf Ali in Septenmber 1996 without him being able to exercise his right
to appeal

- explaining Amesty International’s unconditional opposition to the death
penalty in all cases and urging that the death sentences, if confirned by
an appeal court, be conmuted to a nore hunmane puni shrment.

APPEALS TO



2

1. President

Mohamed Taki Abdoul kari m

Pr ési dent de | a République

BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

Tel egrans: President, Moroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 233 PRESI REP KO

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear President

2. Mnister of Justice

Hari m ya Ahned

M nistre de |la Justice, Garde des Sceaux et administration penitentiaire
M nistére de la Justice

MORONI , Conor os

Tel egranms: M nistre Justice, Mroni, Conoros

Tel exes: 219 MAERFI C KO

Salutation: Madanme e Mnistre / Dear Mnister

COPI ES TO

Prime Mnister

Ahnmed Abdou

Prem er Mnistre du gouvernenent
BP 521, MORONI, Conoros

M nister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Mout har Ahned Chari f

M nistre des Affaires étrangeres et de | a Coopération
M nistére des Affaires étrangéres et de | a Coopération
MORONI, Conor os

and to diplomatic representatives of COMORCS accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 February 1997.



