EXTERNAL (for general distribution) Al I ndex: AFR 22/03/93
Distr: UA/SC

UA 391/93 Fear of extrajudicial execution 4 Novenber 1993

CONGO At |east 15 people killed and dozens injured

Ammesty International is gravely concerned at reports that at |east 15 and
possi bly many nore people were killed by government troops after fighting
broke out between government security forces and arned opposition
supporters in the capital, Brazzaville, on 3 Novenmber 1993. Anmesty
International fears that sone of those killed nay have been executed
extrajudicially. The organization is appealing to the government to take

i medi ate steps to prevent extrajudicial executions and the unlawful use of
| ethal force. Ammesty International is also gravely concerned at reports of
killings by opposition groups.

The fighting reportedly broke out when governnent forces nmoved into the
Bacongo suburb of Brazzaville where a clandestine opposition radio station
began broadcasting on 31 October. The violence was sparked off by the

ki dnap on 1 Novenber of two pro-governnent civil servants by arned

opposi tion supporters demanding the rel ease of two of their nenbers
arrested for illegally acquiring arnms. The two civil servants were

rel eased on 2 Novenber after the governnment issued an ultinmatum

On 3 Novenber the security forces attacked the Bacongo opposition
stronghol d, ostensibly to seize weapons used by the opposition to attack
menbers of the security forces and governnment supporters. At |east 15
people were killed and 100 seriously injured, in circunstances which renain
unclear. The security forces used automatic and heavy weapons, including
rockets, in an apparently indiscrimnate use of lethal force, in which nany
houses were destroyed or damaged. Five nenbers of the security forces were
al so killed by opposition gunmen. Sporadic shooting was still being
reported on 4 Novenber.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Political violence broke out in Brazzaville in June 1993 when the second
round of voting in parlianmentary el ections was declared invalid by the
opposition. At |east 30 people were killed in the disturbances which

foll owed. Human rights abuses were known to have been carried out by both
governnment security forces and opposition supporters, many of whom were
armed. In July, armed opposition supporters ranpaged through Brazzaville
ransacki ng hones and attacki ng supporters of President Pascal Lissouba.

An internationally-brokered agreenment in August halted the disturbances.
The second round of voting, which the opposition had boycotted in June due
to alleged irregularities in the first round, went ahead in Cctober with
the governnent retaining a mpjority. |Investigations into the first round
of voting are still inconplete. Under the terns of the August peace



agreenent all arned civilians were to be disarned. However, the
recommendati ons of the agreenment are not known to have been inpl enented and
armed opposition nmilitias appear to be continuing to operate.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans, telexes and airmail letters
either in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at reports of indiscrimnate and unl awful use of

| ethal force, including heavy weapons, by the security forces leading to
the killing of nore that 15 people and the woundi ng of many nore;

- also condeming killings cormmitted by opposition groups;

- urging the authorities to take inmedi ate steps to prevent extrajudicia
execution or the unlawful use of |ethal force;

- urging the government to set up an independent and inpartial comm ssion
of inquiry into the violence, to investigate whether there was unl awful use
of lethal force by the security forces and to ensure that those found
responsi ble for unlawful killings are brought to justice. The
accountability of the security forces is not dimnished by the fact that
opposition groups conmmit simlar acts;

APPEALS TO

1) The President

Son Excel |l ence

Monsi eur Pascal LI SSOUBA

Pr ési dent de | a République

Pr ési dence de | a République

BP 2006, BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

Tel egrams: President Lissouba, Brazzaville, Congo

Tel exes: 5210 KG, 5287 KG, 5519 KG

Salutation: Monsieur |e Président de | a République / Dear President

2) Prinme Mnister

Général Jacques Joachi m YHOVBI - OPANGO

Premier Mnistre et chef du gouvernenent

Bureau du Prenmier Mnistre

BP 2096, BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre Yhom - Opango, Brazzaville, Congo
Tel exes: 5210 KG, 5287 KG, 5519 KG

Salutation: Monsieur le Prenmier Mnistre / Dear Prime Mnister

3) Chief of Defence Staff

Général Marcel ETA- ONKA

Chef de |'Etat Major des forces arngees

Etat maj or des forces armges

M ni stére de | a Déf ense

BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

Tel egrans: Chef de |'Etat Major des forces arnmges Eta-Onka, Brazzaville,
Congo

Tel exes: 5434 M N DF, 5406 KG 5414 KG, 5453 KG

Salutation: Monsieur |e Chef de |'Etat Major / Dear Chief of Defence Staff

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

1) Mnister of Justice

Monsi eur André MATSI KA

Mnistre d Etat, président du Conité de | a Législation
Comité de la Législation




BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

2) Rédacteur en chef
La Semnine Africaine (newspaper)
BP 2080, BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

3) Human rights |eaque

Monsi eur Norbert LAM NI

Comité nationale des droits de |'honme
BP 900, BRAZZAVI LLE, République du Congo

and to diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Congo accredited to
your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 Decenber 1993.



