PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 22/06/98

UA 300/ 98 Fear for safety 24 Novenber 1998

REPUBLI C OF CONGO Chri stian Mounzeo and other human rights activists

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of Christian Munzeo,
Secretary Ceneral of the Cbservatoire Congolais des droits de |’ honme
(OCDH), Congol ese Observatory of Human Ri ghts, and other human rights
activists in the Republic of Congo, followi ng recent threats and

i ntimdation by government and security officials.

Christian Mounzeo was arbitrarily arrested in Pointe-Noire airport on 15
Noverber 1998 and taken to the Commi ssariat du Port, Port Police Station.
The police severely beat and tortured himbefore releasing him w thout
charge, the follow ng day. The authorities have not clarified the reason
for his arrest.

O her nmenmbers of the OCDH have received threats of arrest and intimdation

by governnent and security officials since the OCDH published a report on 4
Novenber 1998 denounci ng human ri ghts abuses by government forces and arned
opposi tion groups.

Ammesty International is concerned that nenbers of the OCDH and ot her human
rights activists nay be targeted solely for revealing or denounci ng human
rights violations by governnment and security officials. The OCDH and ot her
human ri ghts organi zati ons have consistently denounced human ri ghts abuses
committed by both governnent forces and armed opposition groups. Many
governnment and security officials have accused the OCDH and ot her

organi zati ons of being opponents of the governnent.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce President Sassou Nguesso returned to power in a coup d etat in

Oct ober 1997, ousting fornmer President Lissouba, human rights violations
have continued on a |large scale. President Nguesso had previously been in
power from 1979 to 1992.

Hundr eds of unarned civilians and captured conbatants |loyal to forner

Presi dent Lissouba have been extrajudicially executed by governnent forces
and nenbers of armed groups loyal to President Nguesso. Several dozen
suspect ed gover nnent opponents, many of whom appear to be prisoners of
consci ence, have been detained without charge or trial. Cases of torture,
ill-treatnent and “di sappearance” by governnent forces have al so been
reported. Arnmed groups have commtted deliberate and arbitrary killings and
ot her human rights abuses.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send faxes/express/airmail letters in French or
your own | anguage (please note that fax tones can be difficult to obtain):
- expressing concern at the arbitrary arrest, ill-treatment and torture of
Christian Mounzeo by governnent forces in Pointe-Noire on 15 and 16
Novenber ;

- calling for a thorough, independent and inpartial investigation into the
human rights violations commtted agai nst Christian Mouunzeo, for the
results of the investigation to be made public and for those found
responsi ble to be brought to justice in accordance with internationa

st andards of fairness;



- expressing concern that nenbers of the OCDH and ot her human rights
organi zations may be at risk of human rights violations solely because of
their human rights work;

- urging the authorities to take inmediate steps to prevent any further
human rights violations agai nst nenbers of the OCDH and ot her human rights
organi zations and to ensure that they are able to carry out their work

wi t hout fear for their safety;

- rem nding the governnent of the Republic of Congo of its conmtnment to
the Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular Article 19:
"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression”.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of the Republic

Son Excellence M Denis Sassou NGUESSO

Prési dent de | a République

BP 2006, Brazzaville

Républ i que du Congo

Fax: 242 81 32 55

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Président de |a République / Dear President

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Pierre NZE

Mnistre d Etat, Mnistre de |la Justice, Garde des Sceaux
M nistéere de | a Justice

Brazzaville

Républ i que du Congo

Fax: 242 61 41 67

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Reqgi onal Director of the National Police in Pointe-Noire
Col onel Théophile Ll obaki ma

Directeur Régional de la Police Nationale

Poi nte-Noire

Républ i que du Congo

Fax: 242 94 09 80

Sal utation: Monsieur le Directeur / Dear Director

Publ i c Prosecutor of Pointe-Noire Appeal Court

Madanme Jocel yne M | andou

Procureur Général pres de la Cour d Appel de Pointe-Noire

BP 689, Pointe-Noire

Républ i que du Congo

Sal utation: Madanme |le Procureur Général / Dear Attorney Cenera

COPI ES TO
La Semni ne Africaine, BP 2080, Brazzaville, Republic of Congo

and to diplomatic representatives of the Republic of Congo accredited to
your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 5 January 1999.



Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expr essi on"
Article 19, Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Visit the Amesty International UDHR canpai gn website on http://ww. ammesty. excite.com



