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UA 399/ 92 Hunger strike / Health concern / Prisoner of Conscience

17 Decenber 1992

DJ1 BOUTI : Ali Aref, 58, fornmer head of governnent (1976)
Mohamed Daoud Chehem former director of finance
Mohamed Aden Aboubaker, insurance assessor
Mohanmed Hassanl eh Abakari, army officer
Abdoul kader Mohamed Abass, arny officer
Mohamed Bouha Ali, port enpl oyee
Or bi sso Mohaned Ali, soldier
Mohamed Ali Mounin, police officer
Ahnmed Dini Myal e, police officer
Mohamed Ahmed Adrouh, police officer
Bahl oul Abdal | ah |ssa, businessnman
Abdal Il a Ali Mhamed, former US enbassy enpl oyee

Ammesty International is concerned about the 12 above naned prisoners of
consci ence who have been on hunger strike in Gabode prison in the capital
Dji bouti, since 8 Decenmber 1992, sone of whom are seriously ill. Amesty
International is calling for themto be given urgent nedical treatnent.

The prisoners are denmanding that the authorities establish a judicia
inquiry into an incident which occurred in the prison on the 8 Decenber
1992. A prison guard fired a shot at these and other prisoners after they
had been ordered to go out of their cells into a courtyard wi thout

expl anation. Noone was injured in the shooting, which reportedly took place
after an argunent between a prisoner and a prison guard.

Ali Aref is seriously ill in prison as a result of his hunger-strike. Three
ot her hunger-strikers were taken to hospital for treatnment after falling
ill but were returned to prison.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

The incident took place five days after Ammesty International published a
report on Djibouti calling for the release of Ali Aref and 11 other

pri soners of conscience. They had been arrested in January 1991 with
hundreds of other nmenbers of the Afar ethnic group, which is noted for its
opposition to President Hassan Goul ed Aptidon's government, and accused of
conspiring to overthrow the governnent by violent nmeans. They were jailed
for prison terns of 10 and five years after a trial by a special security
tribunal in July 1992. In its report, Ammesty International, which sent an
observer to the trial, said the trial was grossly unfair and that they were
pri soners of conscience inprisoned for their non-violent opposition to the



gover nment .

Djibouti's first nulti-party parlianmentary elections for 11 years are due
to take place on 18 Decenber 1992.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send telegrans and airmail letters either in
French, English or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern that the above named prisoners began a hunger strike
on 8 Decenber 1992 in protest at the shooting incident which occurred in
Gabode prison;
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- seeking information on their present condition and requesting the
authorities to provide themwth all necessary nedical care, including
hospital treatnment if needed;

- calling for an independent inquiry into the shooting incident in Gabode
pri son on 8 Decenber 1992, and a guarantee of the safety of these

pri soners;

- reiterating appeals for the i medi ate rel ease of these prisoners of
consci ence.

APPEALS TO

1) Son Excel |l ence Hassan Goul ed Apti don

Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 6

DJI BOUTI

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egranms: Président Aptidon, Djibouti, Djibout
Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président de |a République

2) Monsi eur Qugoureh Hassan | brahi m

Mnistre de la Justice et des Affaires Penitentiaires

M nistére de la Justice

BP 12

DJI BOUTI

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egrams: Mnistére de la Justice Ibrahim Djibouti, Djibout
Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre

3) Monsi eur Mohanmed Ali Af kada

Procureur Généra

BP 12

DJI BOUTI

Républ i que de Dji bout

Tel egrams: Procureur Général Afkada, Djibouti, Djibout
Tel exes: 5871 DJ

Faxes: + 253 355049 / + 253 350174

Sal ut ati on: Monsieur |e Procureur Généra



and to diplomatic reresentatives of Djibouti accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 January 1992.



