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UA 69/00 Prison Conditions / Health concern 24 NMarch 2000

EQUATORI AL GUI NEA M guel Vandi
Cesar Copoburu
Aurelio Losoha, aged 75
Al ejandro Mie Bita
Emlio Ribas Esado
Gregori o Bonuagasi
M | agrosa Cheba (f)

And sone 30 - 40 others

Ammesty International is seriously concerned for the health of sone 40
prisoners, particularly those nanmed above, whose lives are in danger as a
result of spending two years in extrenmely harsh conditions of detention

Many of the prisoners are in very poor health and suffering from
exhaustion, nearly all still have injuries as a result of being severely
tortured during the first weeks of detention. They have been held in
overcrowded cell's, wi thout adequate diets and without access to adequate
nmedi cal care. Mdst of themare only likely to have survived because their
rel atives have brought them food and nedi ci ne.

On 3 March 2000, their situation was made worse when they were transferred
fromprison in the capital Ml abo, on Bioko Island, to Evinayong, sone 500
Kil onetres east of Ml abo, making it very difficult for their famlies to
bring them nedi ci ne and food and provide noral support. As the prisoners
now reportedly have to buy their own food, and only sonme of them have noney
to do so, many could soon be nearing starvation. Those naned above are

t hought to be anong the weakest of the group

No official reason has been given for their transfer and their relatives’
anxi ety has been nmade worse because the authorities have not given officia
confirmati on of where they are now detai ned.

Emilio Ribas Esado is suffering frominflanmed testicles, Gegorio Bomuagas
has not been treated for a broken jawbone he sustai ned when police arrested
himin January 1998. M| agrosa Cheba, the only woman in the group, has been
ill enough on several occasions to need hospitalization but was returned to
detention before she recovered.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Sone 500 Bubis, the autochthonous ethnic group on Bioko I|sland were
arrested after a nunber of military barracks on the island were attacked in
January 1998 killing four soldiers and three civilians. The governnent

bl aned the attacks on the Movimento para | a Auto-determinaci 6n de la Isla
de Bi oko (MAIB), Mwvenent for the Self-determ nation of Bioko Island, a
Bubi political party, and made many arrests (see UA 302/98, AFR 24/ 26/ 98,
30 Novenber 1998 and foll ow ups and UA 24/98, AFR 24/01/98, 23 January 1998
and foll ow ups).

In May 1998 nore than 110 Bubis accused of involvenment in the attacks were
tried by a mlitary court. Fifteen people were sentenced to death (four in
absentia), and sonme 70 people were sentenced to prison terns ranging from
six to 26 years. Many defendants, predom nantly menbers of the Bubi ethnic



group, appear to have been detained sol ely because of their ethnic origin.
Many had been forced to nake statenents under torture.

An Amesty International delegation attending the trial noticed that a
nunmber of defendants showed signs of torture. At least six died during
pre-trial detention and two others after the trial. Since the sentences
wer e passed, several prisoners have fallen ill as a result of the harsh
prison conditions. Myst have been deni ed nedical care. One prisoner, Martin
Puye, aged 58, a leader of MAIB died in hospital in July 1999, reportedly
as aresult of ill-treatnment and | ack of adequate nedi cal care. Another
det ai nee, Digno Sepa Tobachi, "El ako", died in Cctober 1999 as a result of
torture and | ack of nedical care.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmai
letters in Spanish or your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern for the health of about 40 Bubi prisoners
transferred on 3 March 2000 from prison in Ml abo to Evinayong, where
conditions are reported to be very harsh and where it is difficult for
their famlies to visit them

- urging the authorities to provide all prisoners with enough food and

wat er and adequate nedical treatnent, especially in the cases of those
named above (pl ease nane then);

- calling on the authorities to grant prisoners and detai nees in Evinayong
prison i nmedi ate access to international humanitarian organi zations such as
the International Conmmttee of the Red Cross.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Teodoro Obi ang Nguerma Miasogo

Presidente de | a Republica

Gabi nete del Presidente de |a Republica

Mal abo, Equatorial Quinea

Tel egrans: Presidente oiang, Ml abo, Equatorial Quinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Faxes: + 240 9 3313

Sal utation: Excelencia / Your Excellency

Prine Mnister Angel Serafin Seriche Dougan

Primer Mnistro

Gabi nete del Prinmer Mnistro

Mal abo, Equatorial Quinea

Tel egrans: Prinmer Mnistro Seriche Dougan, Ml abo, Equatorial Quinea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Prine Mnister

Secretary of State for Security, Colonel Minuel Nguenma Ma
Secretari o de Estado para | a Seguri dad Naci ona

Mal abo, Equatorial Quinea

Tel egrans: Col onel Manuel Nguenma Moa, Mal abo, Equatorial Qui nea
Tel exes: 5405 GBNOM 5405 EG

Salutation: Sr. Don / Dear Secretary of State

COPI ES TO

Mnister of Foreign Affairs, Santiago Nsobeya Efunan
M nistro de Asuntos Exteriores

M nisterio de Asuntos Exteriores

Equat ori al Qui nea




and to diplomatic representatives of Equatorial Guinea accredited to your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 4 May 2000.



