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Di str: UA/SC
PLEASE ORGANI ZE UP TO 20 APPEALS PER SECTI ON
UA 132/91 Fear of Torture/legal Concern 22 April 1991
ETHI OPI A:
Arrested in Asmara
Bel ew Gebre-Medhin .......... aged about 60, engineer in the housing

adm nistration, arrested in Decenber 1990
after returning froma visit to the USA
Fitum Asres.................. aged in his 40s, owner of the former Al bonet
wi ne factory, arrested January 1991
Cebre- Hawari at Keshi Andekial farnmer, arrested near Asmara, October 1990,
detained in Asmara "O d Prison"

Kidane Gebray................. t el ecomruni cati ons enpl oyee

Russom Fi ssehatsion........... aged in his 30s, owner of a bar in Keren
arrested February 1991

Tsegay Gebre-Tinsae........... busi nessman, arrested in January 1991

reportedly taken to hospita

Tsehay Mogos.................. owner of textile factory in Asmara, arrested
January 1991

Yasin Saleh Ismail............ owner of pharmacy in Asmara, arrested early
1991

Yemane Seyoum Brei............ owner of "Tunnel" bar in Asmara, arrested

January 1991

Arrested in Keren, approximately 75 kilonmetres northwest of Asmara

Al - Ami n Mohamed Shei kh Nur....aged in his 70's, owner or Shell garage, in
poor health, arrested February 1991

Bakhi et Maibetot.............. chi ef of Bejuk ethnic group, arrested January
1991

Hassen Osman Ejal............. retired district adnministrative officer
arrested February 1991

St ef anos Wbl de-Gniorgis....... owner of a bar, arrested Septenber 1990 and
not seen since then

Sul ei man Abbas................ First Secretary of the official Wrkers Party
of Ethiopia (WPE) in Keren, arrested February
1991

Yasi n Mohaned Aftay........... chief of Mensa ethnic group, arrested January
1991

Ammesty International has recently | earned of nany arrests by the Ethiopian
government's security forces in Eritrea at the end of 1990 or begi nning of
this year, including those naned above. Although no charges have been
announced agai nst those detained, it seens they may be suspected of
opposition to the governnent or involvenent with the Eritrean People's



Li beration Front (EPLF). The EPLF, fighting for the i ndependence of
Eritrea since 1972, currently controls nost of Eritrea except for Asmara,
the port of Assab, and sone towns and villages near Asnara, including
Keren. Peace talks in the USA between EPLF and Et hi opi an Gover nnment
representatives broke down again in February 1991. Recent arrests of
suspected EPLF synpat hi sers have been reported in both places nentioned
above, which are under threat of attack by the advanci ng EPLF forces.
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BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Prisoners held in Asmara are generally first detained for some weeks or
nmont hs of interrogation in Mariam Ghinbi security prison in central Asmara
where torture is routine. Prisoners arrested outside Asmara are often
taken to the sanme prison in Asmara for investigation. They are detained

t here i ncommuni cado and usually given no opportunity to contest any
accusations against them Sonme nay be rel eased, others may be kept in

i ndefinite detention wi thout charge or trial, while in a few cases

pri soners have been taken before a special mlitary court set up under the
State of Enmergency declared in Eritrea in 1988, where trials are sunmmary
and unfair, and many are sentenced to death.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ONS: Tel egrans/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at reports of the arrest and i ncomuni cado detention
of suspected government opponents in Asmara, Keren and other towns in
Eritrea, citing the cases of sonme of the people named above;

- calling for an end to the inconmuni cado detention and urging that they be
allowed visits by rel atives;

- inquiring why they are inprisoned and urging that their cases be reviewed
by an i ndependent judicial authority to ensure the rel ease of any who are
i mpri soned on account of their opinions or who have not committed offences;

- urging protection of their basic human rights in custody and that they be
saf eguarded fromtorture or ill-treatnent;

APPEALS TO

M Tesfaye Wl de- Sel assi e

M ni ster of Internal Affairs
M nistry of Internal Affairs
P O Box 2556

Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egrams: Internal Affairs M nister Wl de-sel assi e,
Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia

Bililign Mandefro
Procurator Genera

M ni stry of Justice

P O Box 1370

Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egrams: Procurator General, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Li eut enant General Tesfaye Gabre-Ki dan
Speci al Admi nistrator of Eritrea

c/o Mnistry of Defence

PO Box 1373

Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia



Tel egrams: FEritrea Special Administrator, Defence Mnistry, Addis Ababa,
Et hi opi a

and diplomatic representatives of Ethiopia in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat
or your section office if sending appeals after 3 June 1991



