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ETH OPI A Aberra Gobena, teacher
Abdi ssa Aberra, school student (son of the above)
Bel achew Tadesse, teacher
Fita Kanaa, teacher
H ka Wolteji, teacher
Si | eshi Ayana, teacher
Yonat an D nagde, school student

Teachers fromother towns in Oroma, including Tesfa
Burayu (Nekente secondary school director) and his wife
(nanme not known), Tesfa Atonsa (deputy director of the
school ), Wl de- Yesus Mengesha, Marga Legesse and Kano
Weyessa, and school students MIlion Belema, R kitu
Cheneda, Berhanu Fufa, Fisseha Negesse, Gl ana Neda,
Adugna Tuj o, Hachal u Zenbaba and Duguma Gal i ssa

The teachers and students naned above were arrested after denonstrations
agai nst the Oonia regional governnent in western Ethiopia, where police
have beaten and shot denonstrators. They are now hel d i ncomuni cado,

wi t hout charge. Ammesty International is concerned that they may have been
arrested for the non-violent expression of their opinions and it fears they
may be tortured or ill-treated.

They were arrested in the last two weeks of April in Nejo and other towns
in Ooma region, west of the capital, Addis Ababa. They are anong scores
of teachers and school students detained in Oonmia in the past two nonths.

The denonstrations expressed concern about the adequacy of governnent
action agai nst huge bush fires that have been raging in the Bal e and Borena
areas of Oromi a since February. The governnent has organi sed fire-fighting
and requested international assistance, and has prosecuted sone farmers for
starting the fires. Amesty International is unable to assess the claim by
t he arnmed opposition Orono Liberation Front (OLF) that the fires were
started in order to drive out OLF fighters in the area.

The denonstrations and arrests started on 7 March after school students in
Anbo town, 100km west of Addis Ababa, sent a deputation to the Orom a

regi onal governnent, accusing them of inaction and asking to be sent to
fight the fires. Their request was refused, and police beat the students
when they protested, particularly at Anmbo secondary school. The police
reportedly shot dead a 19-year-old student, Getu Diribe Benti (m, and
wounded many others. There are unconfirmed reports of other shooting

deat hs. Over 100 students were arrested and reportedly beaten and denied
food in custody. Mdst were released after a few days, but sonme are stil
det ai ned without charge, including MIlion Belema, Rikitu Cheneda, Berhanu
Fufa, Fisseha Negesse, Gal ana Neda, Adugna Tujo, Hachal u Zenbaba and Duguma
Gal i ssa (aged between 17 and 20 years).

There were further arrests and shootings by police on 2 April, when schoo
students in Denbi Dollo denonstrated peacefully about the governnment’s
failure to tackle the bush fires and against the arrests and shootings at
Anbo. At least one student, Diribe Jifara (f), was shot dead, and others
were wounded. Several students and teachers were arrested and are stil
det ai ned.
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Arrests of denonstrators and others suspected of involvenent in the
protests are continuing.

BACKGROUND | NFORVATI ON

Thousands of nenbers of the Oronb ethnic group are currently detained in
Et hi opi a on suspi cion of supporting the OLF, which has been fighting the
governnment in the Oronmo region (Ooma) since it |left the governnent
coalition in 1992. There have been nunerous reports of torture of QOLF
suspects in recent years. The government is believed to suspect sone
connection between these denonstrations and the OLF.

These arrests of Oronp opponents of the governnment have conme as Ethiopiais
about to hold national and regional parlianmentary elections on 14 My.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engl i sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the recent inconmuni cado detention w thout charge
or trial of school teachers in Nejo and teachers and school students in
Anbo, Denbi Doll o, Nekemte and other towns in O onia;

- requesting assurances that those arrested are not being tortured or ill-
treated in custody, and calling for themto be allowed visits by their
famlies, |awers, and doctors;

- urging that they should be either charged with recogni sable crimna

of fences and given pronpt and fair trials, or released i nmedi ately and
unconditionally if they are inprisoned solely on account of their
peacef ul | y- hel d opi ni ons;

- calling for an independent and inpartial investigation which would report
publicly on the police use of deadly force in these incidents, particularly
the killings of Getu Diriba Benti in Anbo and Diribe Jifara and possibly
others in Denbi Dollo, and for any nmenber of the security forces
responsi ble for unlawful killing to be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO
Hi s Excel |l ency Mel es Zenaw
Prime Mnister, Prine Mnister's Ofice, P OBox 1031, Addis Ababa

Et hi opi a
Tel egrans: Prime Mnister, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Faxes: + 2511 552020

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M Werede-Wl d Wl de, Mnister of Justice, Mnistry of Justice
P O Box 1370, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel egranms: Justice Mnister, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Faxes: + 2511 550278 / 550722

Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO

H s Excell ency President Negaso G dada, O fice of the President, P O Box
1031, Addi s Ababa, Ethiopia

Faxes: + 2511 552020

Sal utation: Your Excellency

M Kuma Deneksa, President of Ooma, Ooma Regional State Council, P O
Box 62297, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Sal utation: Dear Sir



M Ki nfe Gebre-Medhin, General Mnager, Public Security

Ofice of the Prime Mnister, P O Box 1031, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Faxes: + 2511 552020

Sal utation: Dear Sir

and to diplomatic representatives of Ethiopia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 June 2000.



