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Di str: UA/SC
UA 25/95 Fear for Safety / Fear of 111-treatnent 31 January 1995
GABON Illegal Imrigrants Remaining in Gabon after 15 February 1995
Foll owi ng a request by the Gabonese authorities for illegal inmgrants

either to leave the country or legalize their situation by 15 February
1995, there is concern for the safety of hundreds of foreign nationals who
remain in the country.

After the deadline of 15 February, illegal inmmigrants nay be detained en
masse and Amesty International fears that they nmight be held in |ife-

t hreateni ng conditions which may amount to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng
treatment.

There is also concern for any imrgrants who are not detained after the
deadl i ne. The Associ ation des Jeunes Chdnmeurs de Libreville, Association of
Young Unenpl oyed of Libreville, has reportedly threatened to "kill and
burn' illegal inmgrants who remain in Gabon after the deadline.

Ammesty International therefore seeks assurance fromthe authorities that
illegal imrmigrants are not subjected to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng
treatment and are given protection from attack.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In an attenpt to reduce its popul ation of Wst African inmm grants, the
Gabonese governnment had given foreigners until 31 January 1995 to either
| eave the country or legalize their situation, by obtaining a costly
residence permit. As a result, thousands of immgrants, nostly from West
African countries, have left the country in the |ast few days. Two days
before the initial deadline, the authorities extended the deadline to 15
February. Gabon has an estimated 75,000 foreign workers out of a tota
popul ation of 1.2 mllion

On 3 February 1995, it will be one year ago since 67 detainees, all foreign
nationals from Wst Africa, died fromsuffocation in the G os Bouquet
Gendarnerie detention centre in the capital, Libreville. While awaiting
deportation, they were held with over 200 others in one cell and apparently
died from suffocation. The authorities, however, failed to set up an

i ndependent and inpartial inquiry to identify those responsible and bring
themto justice. To Amesty International's know edge, they have al so
failed to take any nmeasures which would prevent the recurrence of such an

i nci dent .

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and
airmail letters either in French or in your own |anguage:

- seeking assurances that any detained inmm grants are not subjected to
cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent;

- calling upon the authorities publicly to condemm threats to kill al
remai ning immgrants and to provide protection to immgrants under threat;
- referring to the anniversary of the death of 67 detainees on 3 February
1994, and calling for an independent and inpartial public inquiry to be
carried out into those deaths, which should al so nake recomendati ons on

i mprovi ng prison conditions.



APPEALS TO

1) Son Excel |l ence

Monsi eur El-Hadji Omar BONGO

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 546

Libreville

Républ i que du Gabon

Tel egrans: Président El-Hadji Omar BONGO, Libreville,
Gabon

Tel exes: 5211

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président de | a République

2) Général Al bert N DIJAVE-N DIOYE

M ni stre dél égué chargé des droits de |' honme

M nistére de la Culture, des Arts, de |' Education
Popul aire et des Droits de |I' Home

Li breville

Républ i que du Gabon

Tel egranms: Général Al bert N DJAVE-N DJOYE, Libreville,
Gabon

Faxes: + 241 72 81 63

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre

3) Général Idriss NGARI

M nistre de | a Défense Nationale, de |a Securité et de
' I'mrigration

M nistéere de | a Défense National e

Li breville

Républ i que du Gabon

Tel egranms: Général ldriss NGARI, Libreville, Gabon

Tel exes: 5453

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO diplonmatic representatives of
Gabon accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 March 1995.



