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UA 88/ 94 Fear of |ll-treatnent in detention 4 March 1994

GABON: Nang- Veké Brice (alias Ali Ben)
and at |east 40 others.

Ammesty International is concerned at reports that Nang-Veké Brice, a
journalist at Radio Liberté, an opposition radio station, who was arrested
on 22 February 1994, has been ill-treated in detention. At l|least forty

ot her people were arrested on or after 22 February including 26 people who
were arrested in Oyem foll owing denonstrations protesting at the ransacking
of Radio Liberté. The nmpjority are reported to have been arrested at hone,
others as they erected barricades in the town. They are believed to be
held in Oyem prison and are said to have been accused of public order

of fences. It is not known whet her they have been fornally charged.

Ammesty International believes that many may be prisoners of conscience
detained for their non-violent opposition to the governnent and is
concerned that they may be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng treatnment in custody.

On 22 February, nenbers of the Gabonese presidential guard, Garde
présidentielle, ransacked Radio Liberté, a radio station which supports
Paul Mba Abessol e, | eader of the opposition party, the National Rally of
Lunberj acks, Rassenbl enent national des Blcherons (RNB). The Gabonese
authorities have accused Radio Liberté, which encouraged its listeners to
support a general strike on 20 February, of encouraging social unrest and
inciting violence. The radio station was badly damaged and has stopped
broadcasting. Nang-Veké Brice, who is held at the central prison in
Libreville, has reportedly been beaten while in detention and subjected to
ot her forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent.

The attack on Radio Liberté followed the arrest on 22 February of Jules
Moah- Békal é, advisor to the RNB, by nenbers of the security forces. His 75
-year-old aunt, his pregnant daughter, his 10-year-old daughter and a baby
wer e detained for several hours, while Jules Myah-Békal € was held for 48
hours before being rel eased wi thout charge. The security forces
reportedly then went to the honme of Paul Moda Abessol e; he was not there and
has apparently gone into hiding, fearing arrest. Seven people who were at
t he house, which was allegedly ransacked by the security forces, were
arrested. It is not known whether they are still in detention.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Fol | owi ng presidential elections in Decenmber 1993, which returned the

i ncunbent President El Hadji Omar Bongo, to power, Gabon has been

i ncreasingly beset by civil disturbances. The opposition has refused to
accept the result, claimng the polls were fraudulent. A state of alert
was i nmposed from 20 Decenber 1993 to 13 February 1994 and re-introduced on
21 February after disturbances during the first day of a general strike.
The strike was organi sed by the Confédérati on gabonai se des syndicats

i bres, Gabonese Confederation of Free Trade Unions, to call for wage

i ncreases follow ng the devaluation of the CFA franc currency.

Measures i nmposed by the state of alert include energency |aws which allow
for the detention of people considered a threat to public order, a night
time curfew and the banning of denobnstrations. The security forces have



reportedly been authorised to strictly enforce these neasures. At |east

ni ne people, including two nmenbers of the security forces, are known to
have been killed between 20 and 24 February in disturbances in the capital
Three of those killed belonged to the RNB. The circunstances of the deaths
are not clear though it seens that sone, including the death of Antoine Ma
Ndong who was killed as the Garde présidentielle attenpted to arrest
opposition | eader Paul Mda Abessole at his hone, nmay have been the result

of the unnecessary or excessive use of |lethal force by the security forces.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/ express and

airmail letters either in French or in your own |anguage:
- seeking assurances that the detainees named above are not being subjected
to torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment and

that they be allowed i nmedi ate access to any necessary nedical attention
- calling on the authorities to order an independent investigation into

reports that Nang-Veké Brice was subjected to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng
treatment and to bring those found responsible to justice, and to take
steps to prevent torture and other fornms of ill-treatnent;

- urging that Nang-Veké Brice and the other detai nees be rel eased

i mediately if they are not to be pronptly charged with a recogni zably
crimnal offence and brought to trial in conformty with internationa
standards of fairness, and allowed to challenge in a court of |aw the | ega
basis for their detention;

- requesting to be inforned of the reasons for the detention of Nang-Veké
Brice and others arrested in February 1994 and the attack by the security
forces on Radio Liberté, and whether they have been formally charged;

APPEALS TO :

1) Son Excell ence, El-Hadj Omar BONGO

La Présidence, BP 546

Li breville, République du Gabon

Tel ex: 5211

Sal utation: Monsieur |e Président de | a Republique

2) Monsieur Martin-Fidéle MAGNAGA

M nistre de | a Défense nationale, de |la sécurité et de |'Inmm gration
M ni stére de | a Défense national e

Li breville, République du Gabon

Tel exes: 5453

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre

3) Mnistre de la Justice,

Garde des sceaux

M nistére de | a Justice

BP 547, Libreville

Républ i que du Gabon

Tel exes: 5255

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

COPI ES TO :

Madanme Pascaline BONGO, Mnistre des Affaires étrangéres, de |a Coopération
et de la Francophonie, Mnistéere des Affaires étrangeres, BP 2245,

Li breville, République du Gabon

Monsi eur | e Redacteur en Chef, L'Union (newspaper), BP 3849, Libreville,
Républ i que du Gabon



Monsi eur | e Redacteur en Chef, Africa No 1 (Radio station), BP 3935,
Li breville, République du Gabon

and to diplomatic representatives of Gabon accredited to your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 15 April 1994,



