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UA 242/ 95 Fear of ill-treatnent / Legal concern 23 October 1995

GAMBI A Al haji Omar Amadou Jallow, former M nster of Agriculture
Mamadou Cadi cham fornmer government officia
Al haji Omar Sey, former Mnister of External Affairs
Yaya Ceesay, fornmer Mnister of Local CGovernnment and Lands
Hussainu Njai, former bank director and nenber of parlianment
Qussai nu Dar boe, vice-president of the Ganbian Lawyers
Associ ati on
and at |east 34 others

At | east 40 people, arrested since 12 COctober 1995, are being held

i ncommuni cado in various places in or near the Ganbi an capital, Banjul
Amesty International is concerned for their well-being while held

i ncommuni cado, as such detention does not provide themwth |ega

saf eguards against torture, ill-treatnent and nedi cal negl ect.
Furthernore, the organization believes that they may be prisoners of
consci ence, arrested solely for the non-violent expression of their
political opinions.

At | east 34 people, alleged by the government to be supporters of the
banned Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP), fornmer President Dawda Jawara's
party, were arrested on or around 12 October 1995. A further six men -

t hose naned above - were arrested in the days that followed, and are being
hel d i ncommuni cado at the Bakau military barracks near Banjul

The arrests cone at a tinme of increasing political tension in Ganbia and
follow a gathering by critics of the governnment on 10 Cctober to deliver a
letter to foreign diplomats. The authorities have given no officia
response to the gathering but have stated that those arrested had been

pl anni ng a denonstration in support of a return to power of forner

Presi dent Jawara. None of the detainees are known to have been charged.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

A bloodless mlitary coup in July 1994 brought an end to the rul e of

Presi dent Jawara, Ganbia's president since independence, and brought the
Armed Forces Provisional Ruling Council (AFPRC) to power. The AFPRC, |ed
by Li eutenant (now Captain) Yahya Jameh, pledged to eradicate corruption
and set up a nunmber of commissions of inquiries to investigate past
government practice. Although the new governnment also pledged to defend
human rights, it passed a series of decrees underm ni ng fundanenta
freedons and renoving human rights safeguards: political activities have
been banned, journalists have been harassed or expelled and the Nationa
Intelligence Agency has been given wi de-ranging powers which limt freedom
of expression. On 12 August 1995 the AFPRC i ssued a decree reinstating the
deat h penalty which had been abolished in April 1993.

On 3 June 1995 forner Mnister of Interior, Captain Sadi bou Hai dara, aged
31, died in prison. It appears his death nmay have been the result of

medi cal neglect. He had been arrested on 27 January 1995 after an all eged
coup attenpt. According to a post-nortem exam nation carried out at the
Royal Victoria Hospital, he had been suffering froma | ong-standi ng high
bl ood pressure condition which had given rise to conplications affecting
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hi s ki dneys and lungs. The post mortemresult was disputed by his fanmily.
No official inquiry is believed to have been held into his death.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/tel exes/express/airnmnai
letters in English or your own | anguage:

- seeking assurances that the detainees, arrested on or around 12 Cctober
are being treated humanely in accordance with international standards for
conditions of detention;

- urging that they be given full access to their |awers, doctors and
fam|ies;

- seeking clarification of their legal status, and urging that their places
of detention be made public;

- calling for their i mediate and unconditional release if, as it appears,
t hey have been arrested solely for the non-violent expression of their
political opinions;

- if they are to be charged with recogni zably crim nal offences, urging
that they be pronptly and fairly tried according to internationa

st andar ds.

APPEALS TO

Hi s Excel | ency

Capt ai n Yahya Jamreh

Chai rman of the Arned Forces Provisional Ruling Council and Head of State
O fice of the President

St at e House

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrams: Captain Jammeh, State House, Banjul, Ganbia
Faxes: +220 227 034

Tel exes: 2204

Sal utation: Dear Captain Janmeh

Captain Lam n Bajo

M ni ster of the Interior

M nistry of the Interior

71 Dobson Street

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrans: Captain Bajo, Interior Mnistry, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear Captain Lamin Bajo

M  Mist apha Marong

M ni ster of Justice and Attorney Genera

M nistry of Justice and Attorney General’'s Chanbers
Mari na Parade

Banj ul

Republ i c of Ganbia

Tel egrams: Justice M nister Marong, Banjul, Ganbia
Sal utation: Dear M nister

COPI ES TO
The Editor, The Daily Observer, PMB 131, Banjul, Ganbia

The Editor, The Ganbia Daily, 14 Hagan Street, Banjul, Gamnbia
The Editor, The Point, 1A Hagan Street, Banjul, Ganbia



The Editor, The Nation, People s Press, 3 Boxbar Road, POB 334, Banjul
Ganbi a

and to diplomatic representatives of GAMBI A accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 7 Decenber 1995.



