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GHANA: Kwesi Armah, aged 62, |awyer, former government ninister

Kwesi Armah has been detai ned, i ncommuni cado and without charge or trial

since 25 October 1991. His arrest followed the publication of a newspaper
article critical of nenbers of the present governnent, the Provisiona
Nat i onal Defence Council (PNDC). Amesty International considers himto

be a prisoner of conscience and is calling for his i mediate and
uncondi ti onal rel ease.

Kwesi Armah was Hi gh Conm ssi oner (anbassador) to the United Kingdom
and M nister for Trade under the First Republic governnment of Dr Kwane
Nkrumah in the 1960s and | ater |egal advisor to the ruling People's
National Party (PNP) in the short-lived Third Republic from Septenber 1979
to December 1981. In Cctober 1982, he was convicted of involvement in
illegally obtaining a loan for the PNP from foreign sources, and was
sentenced to nine years' inprisonnent. Al so convicted with himwere
| eadi ng PNP nenbers Nana Okutwer Bekoe and Krobo Edusei. He was rel eased
in October 1989. Their trial, before a special court, a Public Tribunal
did not conformto international standards of fair trial and they were
deni ed any right of appeal

On 25 Cctober 1991 Kwesi Armah and Nana Okutwer Bekoe were detai ned
by officers of the Bureau of National Investigation (BNl), the security
pol i ce. Their arrest was believed to be in connection with an allegation
made in a recent edition of the Christian Chronicle newspaper that nenbers
of the mlitary governnent which seized power in June 1979, the Arned
Forces Ruling Council (AFRC), had profited fromthe illegal foreign |oan
for which they had been convi cted. There have been unconfirmed reports
that the editor of the Christian Chronicle, George Maykene, has al so been
det ai ned. The AFRC gave way to a PNP-controlled civilian governnment in
Sept enber 1979 but its |leaders again led a mlitary coup in Decenber 1981
and sone remain in governnent today. Al t hough steps have recently been
taken towards a return to constitutional rule, laws allowing arbitrary and
unj ust detention have not been repealed and the authorities continue to
harass organi zed political opposition.

On 28 Cctober 1991 Nana Okutwer Bekoe, who suffers from di abetes, was
rel eased on health grounds after he devel oped hypertension. Kwesi Arnmah's
famly has not been informed where he is detained, has not been able to
deliver clean clothes or food for him and is concerned for his health.
Conditions in detention have often been harsh and health-threatening in
Gnhana.



No reason has been given for his detention and Kwesi Armah is
believed to be held under the Preventive Custody Law, PNDC Law 4 of 1982,
whi ch provides the PNDC with unlinited powers of administrative detention -
that is, inprisonment wthout charge or trial and without the prisoner ever
appearing before a court or any other tribunal - "in the interest of
nati onal security". The | aw provides for no regular judicial review of
detentions, and the right of habeas corpus - the right to challenge
detention in the courts by special wit - was renoved in 1984 for those
hel d under the Preventive Custody Law.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the arrest and continued detention w thout charge
or trial of Kwesi Armah, apparently in connection with a newspaper
article critical of nenbers of the governnent;

- requesting information about the reasons for his detention, his place
and conditions of detention, and his state of health;

- urging that he be given full and inmedi ate access to his | awers and
fam |y and appropriate nedical care;

- stating that Amesty International believes himto be a prisoner of
conscience and calling for his inmediate and unconditional release.

APPEALS TO

Fl i ght-Li eutenant J.J. Raw ings Sal ut ati on: Dear Chairnman
Chai rman of the Provisional National Defence Council

O fice of the PNDC

PO Box 1627

Castle, Gsu

Accra, Ghana

Tel egrams: Flt-Lt. Rawl ings, Accra, Ghana

Tel exes: 2132 SCALE GH or 2337 NATSEC GH

Captai n Kojo Tsikata Sal utation: Dear Captain
PNDC nmenber responsible for National Security and Foreign Affairs

O fice of the PNDC

PO Box 1627

Castle, Osu

Accra, Ghana

Tel egranms: Koj o Tsikata, Accra, Ghana

Tel exes: 2132 SCALE CGH or 2337 NATSEC GH

Maj or - General WM Mensah-Wod Sal ut ati on: Dear Maj or-General
Chief of Arnmy Staff, General O ficer Commandi ng the CGhana Arned Forces
Bur ma Canp

Accra, GChana
Tel egrams: Maj - Gen Mensa-Wod, Accra, Ghana
Tel exes: 2077 BCAMP CGH

M Justice F. Daniel Annan Salutation: Dear M Justice
Vi ce- Chai rman of the Provisional National Defence Council
St at e House



Accra, Chana
Tel egrams: M Justice Annan, Accra, Ghana
Tel exes: 2132 SCALE GH or 2337 NATSEC GH

COPI ES TO

Dr Obed Y. Asanpah

Secretary for Foreign Affairs
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
PO Box M3

Accra, Ghana

Ghanai an Chronicle, PO Box 16369, Airport, Accra, Ghana
Ghanai an Voi ce, PO Box 514, Manprobi, Accra, Ghana

Pi oneer, PO Box 325, Kunmmsi, Ghana

Ent ertai nnent Eye, PO Box 878, Kummsi, Ghana

and to diplomatic representatives of Ghana in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 27 Decenber 1991.



