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GUI NEA Sékou Bangoura (m

On 6 June 1995, Sergeant Sékou Bangoura was sentenced to death by Conakry
Assizes Court. Although he still has the right to appeal to a higher court
and to petition the President for clenmency, President Lansana Conte has
reportedly already stated that he does not intend to grant clenmency in this
case. Ammesty International fears that Sékou Bangoura nay be executed in

t he near future.

Sékou Bangoura is alleged to have thrown a grenade into a bar in the
Gbessi a suburb of Conakry after a di spute over noney on the night of 10 My
1995: three people were killed in the incident and several others were
injured. He was convicted of murder under Article 251 of the Penal Code.
Hi s | awer has already | odged an appeal against the conviction and
sentence; it is not known when the appeal will be heard.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty without reservation. It
considers the death penalty to be inconpatible with the right to life and
the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnent as
proclained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. Nowhere has it
been shown that the death penalty has any special power to reduce crine or
political violence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Ammesty International fears that, while no judicial death sentences are
known to have been passed since the md 1980s, nore nmay be passed in the
near future. The governnment announced in late 1994 that it would be taking
a strong stance against rising crinme, including arnmed robbery and, in
Decenber 1994, governnent spokesperson |brahima Sylla told reporters that
the death penalty would from now on be enforced agai nst arned robbers and
those found guilty of nurder

Under the Penal Code a wi de range of offences carry a mandatory death

penal ty. These include preneditated nurder, poisoning, the nurder of either
parent, murder conmitted in the course of another offence, the destruction
of buildings by arson or explosives and | arge-scal e enbezzl enent of public
funds. Other capital offences relate to the security of the state. The |aw
provi des for the right to appeal for those sentenced to death and

stipul ates that executions cannot be carried out until the head of state
has consi dered and rejected appeals for clenmency. Execution is by firing
squad.

Sékou Bangoura's trial and sentencing have taken place agai nst a backdrop
of another highly-publicised armed robbery trial: the 40 defendants are
accused of nurder, crimnal association and arnmed robbery. A day after
their arrest, 16 other defendants were killed in mysterious circunstances
in prison on 31 Decenber 1994, according to the state prosecutor, Monsieur
Andr é Safela Lenaud, during a prison brawi. There are wi despread fears
that some or all of themwere secretly killed in custody.
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express and airnai
letters either in French or in your own | anguage:

- expressing concern at the passing of the death sentence on Sékou Bangoura
on 6 June 1995 and urging that the sentence be commuted if it comes before
the President for clenency;

- stating that Amesty International, while not condoning the crinme for

whi ch Sékou Bangoura was convicted, is unconditionally opposed to the death
penalty in all cases on the grounds that it is a cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng puni shnent which violates the right to |ife and which has not
been shown to have any special deterrent effect;

- urging the government to comute death penalties in all cases.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Lansana CONTE

Prési dent de | a République

Conakry

Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

Faxes: + 224-41-1621/1623/ 1673

Tel exes: 623

Tel egrans: Président Lansana Conte, Conakry, GCuinea
Sal utation: Monsieur |le Président / Dear President

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Salifou SYLLA

M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

Conakry

Republ i ¢ of Guinea

Tel egranms: Mnistre de |la Justice, Conkry, Guinea
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

Mnister of the Interior and Security
Monsi eur Al seny René GOVEZ

Mnistre de I'Intérieur et de la Sécurité
Mnstere de I'Intérieur et de la Sécurité
Conakry

Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Procur at or

Procureur de | a République
c/o Palais de Justice
Conakry

Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

L' | ndépendent, BP 242, Conakry, Republic of Guinea
Le Lynx, BP 4968, Conakry, Republic of Cuinea
HOROYA, BP 341/191, Conakry, Republic of Cuinea

and to diplomatic representatives of Guinea accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 4 August 1995.



