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EXTRA 96/ 95 Death penalty 22 August 1995

GUI NEA Tanmba Toundouf éndouno al i as Mat hi as Lénaud
Denka Mansar é
| brahi ma Bangoura alias Végas
Mohamed Cissé alias Ando 11
Djibril Koly Koné alias Ziz

On 8 August 1995 the five nen naned above were sentenced to death by the
Assizes Court in the capital, Conakry. They have the right to appeal to a
hi gher jurisdiction and then to petition President Lansana Conté for

cl enmency. They are believed to have appeal ed, but Amesty Internationa
fears that the sentences may be confirnmed and that the prisoners nmay be
executed in the near future.

This brings to six the nunber of death sentences passed in Guinea so far in
1995, after a period since the mid 1980s during which, to Anmesty
International's know edge, none was passed. This disturbing resurgence
foll ows a governnent announcenent in late 1994 that it would be taking a
strong stance over rising crine including armed robbery. |In Decenber 1994,
government spokesperson Ibrahina Sylla told reporters that the death
penalty was provided for in the Penal Code and woul d henceforth be enforced
agai nst arnmed robbers and those found guilty of nurder

The five nmen, who are reported to be aged between 25 and 30, were sentenced
to death after being convicted of charges of nurder, armed robbery,
crimnal association, attenpted nurder, and conplicity in nmurder. The
trial was highly publicized. Thirty nine other defendants, including one
wonman, received prison sentences ranging fromlife with hard | abour to
seven nonths. Sone of the defendants alleged that they confessed under
torture, but no investigation was carried out into these allegations.

Seven ot her defendants including a wonman and three police officers were

rel eased unconditionally. On 31 Decenber 1994, shortly after their arrest,
16 other accused died in mysterious and as yet unexpl ai ned circunstances.
The Procurer of the Republic announced an inquiry into the deaths.

However, its findings have not been nade public. A second trial, of 16
sol di ers accused of arned robbery, started | ast week.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty without reservation. It
considers the death penalty to be inconpatible with the right to life and
the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman and degradi ng treatnent as
proclained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts. Nowhere has it
been shown that the death penalty has any special power to reduce crine or
political violence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Under the Penal Code a wi de range of offences carry a mandatory death
penalty. These include preneditated nmurder, poisoning, the nurder of
either parent, murder when it is comrtted in the course of another

of fence, the destruction of buildings by arson or explosives and | arge
scal e enbezzl enent of public funds. Oher capital offences relate to the
security of the state. The |law provides for the right to appeal for those
sentenced to death by ordinary courts and stipulates that executions cannot
be carried out until the head of state has considered and rejected appeal s
for clemency. Execution is by firing squad.
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On 6 June 1995, Sergeant Sékou Bangoura, who had been convicted of nurder
was sentenced to death by Conakry Assizes Court. He has the right to
appeal to a higher court and then to President Conté. However, though
Sékou Bangoura is currently awaiting the outcone of his appeal, President
Conté is reported to have already stated that he does not intend to grant
cl enmency (see EXTRA 76/ 95, AFR 29/03/95, 23 June 1995).

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airnmnai
letters in French or your own | anguage:

- expressing grave concern at the passing of the death sentence on the five
men (give names) on 8 August 1995;

- urging that the death sentences be commuted if they cone before the

Presi dent for clenency;

- stating that Amesty International, while not condoning the crimes for

whi ch the prisoners were convicted, is unconditionally opposed to the death
penalty in all cases on the grounds that it is a cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng puni shnment which violates the right to life and which is shown to
have no special deterrent effect;

- stressing that enforcenent of these death sentences would be a retrograde
step after many years of no judicial executions in Guinea, and urging the
government to refrain from passing the death penalty in all cases and to
comut e any exi sting death sentences.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent Lansana CONTE

Pr ési dent de | a République

Conakry

Republ i ¢ of Guinea

Faxes: + 224-41-1621/1623/ 1673

Tel exes: 623

Tel egrans: Président Lansana Conte, Conakry, GCuinea
Sal utation: Mnsieur |le Président / Dear President

M nister of Justice

Monsi eur Salifou SYLLA

M nistre de la Justice

M nistéere de | a Justice

Conakry

Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

Tel egranms: Mnistre de |la Justice, Conkry, Guinea
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear Mnister

M nister of the Interior and Security
Monsi eur Al seny René GOVEZ

Mnistre de |'Intérieur et de la Sécurité

M nstére de |'Intérieur et de la Sécurité

Conakry

Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

Tel egrams: Mnistre de |I'Intérieur / Conakry, Guinea

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister
COPI ES TO

Procur at or
Procureur de | a République



c/o Palais de Justice
Conakry
Republ i ¢ of CGuinea

L' | ndépendent, BP 242, Conakry, Republic of Guinea
Le Lynx, BP 4968, Conakry, Republic of Cuinea
HOROYA, BP 341/191, Conakry, Republic of Cuinea

and to diplomatic representatives of Guinea accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 9 October 1995.



