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Further information on EXTRA 71/00 (AFR 32/05/00, 29 August 2000) - |lI-
treatnent / Fear for Safety

KENYA Pr o- denocracy activists

The pro-denocracy rally planned to take place in Mdnbasa on 26 August was
called off at the l|ast nonment by Ford-Kenya MP Janes Orengo, who clained
that President Mi had "hijacked" the Tononoka venue. However, there are
plans to hold the rally at the sanme venue on 9 Septenber, and Ammesty
International renmains concerned for the safety of those attending.

Pol i ce had refused perm ssion for the rally to go ahead on the grounds that
Presi dent Mi woul d be addressi ng another neeting in Mnbasa at the sane
time. A legal amendnment to the Public Order Act introduced in the run-up to
the 1997 elections allows the police to prevent a neeting fromtaking place
for various reasons, including if there is a clash between two neetings.
Ammesty International considers that such |egislation contravenes

i nternational human rights law on the right to freedom of expression and
assenbl y.

When police and security forces broke up a sinmilar pro-denocracy rally in
Nai robi on 19 August, at |east one person was killed and many others were
injured. Police reportedly fired rubber bullets and teargas into a crowd
wai ting for nenbers of parlianent to arrive and address the neeting. People
fled into a nearby housing estate, where teargas funmes caused fanmilies to
flee their hones. Several nenbers of the opposition were prevented from
addressing the rally and were forcibly confined in the Parlianent

bui | di ngs. Twenty-one people were arrested in connection with the
denonstration and charged with "creating a di sturbance".

Pl ease continue to send appeal s.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in English or in your own | anguage:

- seeking assurances that peaceful protests and activities organi sed by
pro-denocracy advocates will not be subjected to violence, threats,
harassnment or arrests by the police;

- urging that when dealing with protests, the security forces follow

i nternational guidelines, including the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcenent
Oficials and the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearns by Law
Enforcenent Oficials;

- expressing concern about police brutality and ill-treatnent of peacefu
denonstrators protesting at the Kanukunji grounds, Nairobi, on 19 August,
and urging the authorities to set up a pronpt and inpartial investigation,
ensuring that those responsible for using excessive force are brought to
justice.
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APPEALS TO

Phi | enron Abong’ o
Conmi ssi oner
Poli ce HQ
PO Box 30083
Nai r obi
Kenya

Tel egr ans:
Faxes:

Sal ut ati on:

M  Armos Wako
Attorney General
PO Box 40112
Nai r obi

Kenya

Tel egr ans:
Faxes:

Sal ut ati on:

of Police

Pol i ce Conmi ssi oner Abong’ o,

+ 254 2 330 495
Dear Conmi ssi oner

Attorney GCeneral
+ 254 2 315 105

Wako,

Dear Attorney Ceneral

Nai r obi ,

Nai r obi ,

Kenya

Kenya

and to diplomatic representatives of Kenya accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the Internationa
or your section office

Secretari at,
i f sending appeals after 9 Septenber 2000.



