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Further information on UA 270/01 (AFR 32/002/2001, 23 October 2001) - Fear
of ill-treatnment/possible prisoners of conscience

KENYA 67 menbers and supporters of the Release Political Prisoners
(RPP) group
Ki be Mungai (m), |awer
Nj oroge Wanguthi (m, RPP Chairman
Orina Nyamwamu (m), RPP Secretary Genera

Al 70 nmenmbers and supporters of the Kenyan human rights group, Rel ease
Political Prisoners, were released on the orders of the H gh Court on 26
Cct ober 2001 on bail of 30,000 Kenyan shillings (approx US$450).

The wonen held at Lang' ata Prison were released at 7.30pm However, the
prison authorities tried to delay the release of the nen held in Kamt
Maxi mum Security Prison, and harassed their supporters who were waiting
outside. The group were rel eased just before m dnight. Police reportedly
beat three of the people waiting outside the prison gates.

Al 70, plus Professor Kivutha Ki bwana who was rel eased on bail earlier,
are facing charges of “unlawful assenbly”, arising fromtheir cel ebration
of Mau Mau Day (officially known as Kenyatta Day) in the conpound of their
of fices in Nairobi on 20 October. The next court hearing is set for 5to 7
Novenber. |f convicted they could face up to one year’s inprisonment.

In a letter to well-w shers and supporters, RPP stated that “On behal f of
those who were persecuted by M regine in Lang’ata and Kaniti prison and
the entire RPP, we wish to express our gratitude and appreciation for the
great and hard work towards our freedom Wthout your support, things would
have not worked out.”

Many thanks to all those who sent appeals. |f possible, please send a fina
round of appeals, in English or your own | anguage:

- welconing the release on bail of 71 menbers and supporters of Rel ease
Political Prisoners, but expressing concern at reports that police beat
three of their supporters waiting outside Kamti prison

- seeking assurances that the 71 will not be ill-treated or harassed by the
authorities while they are awaiting trial on bail

- urging the authorities to withdraw the charges against them and draw ng
to the authorities’ attention that, if the 71 were convicted and sentenced
to terns of inprisonnent, Amesty International woul d consider adopting
them as prisoners of conscience;

- continuing to urge the authorities to set up a pronpt and inpartia

i nvestigation into police action during the arrests of RPP nenbers and
supporters on 20 Cctober, and to ensure that any police officers who used
excessive force are brought to justice.

APPEALS TO

Maj or Marsden Madoka

M ni ster of State (responsible for internal security)
O fice of the President

PO Box 30510

Nai robi , Kenya
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Tel egranms: Maj or Marsden, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: +254 2 337 340
Sal utation: Dear Maj or

Conmmi ssi oner Phil enon Abong’ o

Conmi ssi oner of Police

PO Box 30083, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel egranms: Police Comn ssioner Abong’ o, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: +254 2 330495

Sal ut ati on: Dear Commi ssioner

M Anmps Wako

Attorney Cenera

PO Box 40112, Nairobi, Kenya
Faxes: +254 2 221082

Sal utation: Dear Attorney Genera

COPI ES TO

Rel ease Political Prisoners
PO Box 50613, Nairobi, Kenya
Emai | : rpp@ connect. co. ke

The Daily Nation
Faxes: +254 2 213 946/ 214 047/ 217 112/ 214 565

and to diplomatic representatives of Kenya accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after



