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UA 356/91 Extrajudi ci al Executions 28 COctober 1991

MADAGASCAR Jean Barton RAM TASOA, aged 22

Al v Adon JARSCS AN
Ny O T oo OO Y

and as nany as 10 others

At least two and possibly as nany as 12 people are reported to have been shot dead by
the security forces on 23 October 1991 during a peaceful denonstration in the town of
Antsiranana in the north of Madagascar. At |east 70 other people are believed to have
been wounded. This conmes after the killing of at |east 30 people in August 1991 in
simlar circunstances.

Amesty International is concerned that the use of excessive and indiscrimnate force
by the security forces has again led to the extrajudicial execution of civilian
denmonstrators, and is calling upon the Ml agasy authorities to investigate fully the

ci rcunstances of the killings and woundi ngs, making public its findings and bringing to
justice any nmenbers of the security forces responsible for human rights violations.

Al t hough the Prime M nister reportedly ordered an inquiry into the August 1991
killings, the outcone of any inquiry has not been made known to date.

On 23 Cctober 1991 supporters of an opposition alliance, Hery Velona (Comté des forces
vives, Active Forces Conmittee) had apparently gathered in Antsiranana to mark out, in
advance, the route for a larger march planned the follow ng day. According to reports,
menbers of the arned forces threw tear-gas grenades and opened fire on the
denonstrators as they approached the residence of the provincial governor. The
denmonstrators reportedly did not use or threaten violence and it appears that the
troops fired indiscrimnately and w thout provocation. The exact nunber of those
killed is not yet clear, but is believed to include Jean Barton RAM TASOA and Aly Aden
OQUARSSAN. The Mnistry of the Interior has acknow edged that one person was killed and
68 injured when troops fired on opposition denonstrators, while an i ndependent Ml agasy
newspaper reports that four people died; Hery Velona itself clainms that there were 12
fatalities.

At least 30 - and possibly as many as 130 - people were killed on 10 August 1991 when
the Presidential Guard threw grenades and fired on a crowd of thousands marching
towards the pal ace of President Didier Ratsiraka to call for his resignation. Another
200 people were reported to have been wounded. President Ratsiraka subsequently denied
that the Presidential Guard were responsible for the killings and bl amed other branches
of the security forces. However, evidence suggests that the Presidential Guard, acting
under the orders of the President, deliberately opened fired on the crowd. The new y-
appointed Prime Mnister, Guy WIly Razanamasy, reportedly ordered an inquiry into
killings but there has been no indication that such an inquiry has taken place and, if
so, its findings have not been nmade public. On the sane day nore than 10 people were
reported to have been killed by security forces in the town of Mahajanga in the north
of Madagascar.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
In md-1991 Hery Vel ona began to organi ze mass denonstrations and strikes in an attenpt



to force the resignation of President Ratsiraka who has been in power since 1975. A
state of energency was introduced on 23 July 1991 which allowed the authorities to

i npose a curfew, censor the press and restrict the nmovenent of individuals believed to
be a threat to public order and remained in effect until the begi nning of Septenber
1991. Between 22 and 27 July 1991 four shadow "government m nisters" appointed by Hery
Vel ona were detained for several days after they tried to occupy mnisterial offices.
Presi dent Ratsiraka has continued to refuse to suspend the 1975 Constitution or to set
a date for legislative elections. Strikes have continued and all attenpts to resolve
the political deadl ock have so far been unsuccessful
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RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egranms/airmail letters:
- expressing concern that at |east two, and possibly as many as 12, people were shot
dead and dozens of others were wounded by troops of the arnmed forces during a
reportedly peaceful denmonstration in Antsiranana on 23 Cctober 1991

- explaining that the killings appear to be a serious violation of human rights, both
of the rights to freedom of assenbly and freedom of expression and of the right to
life, which Madagascar is comritted to upholding as a result of ratifying the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

- calling for an independent inquiry into these killings, for its findings to be nade
public and those responsible for killing and woundi ng peaceful denobnstrators to be
brought to justice;

- urging the authorities also to make public the findings of the inquiry into the
killings of at |east 30, as possibly as nany as 130, people on 10 August 1991 by the
Presi dential Guard, and aski ng whether those responsible are being brought to justice;

- stating that, while recognising the responsibility of the authorities to maintain
| aw and order, it appears that on both occasions the security forces used excessive and
i ndi scrimnate force against unarmed civilian denmonstrators;

- urging that inmedi ate nmeasures be taken to ensure that the security forces are
given strict instructions to curb the use of lethal force. Refer to Article 3 of the
United Nations Code of Conduct for Law Enforcenent O ficials, adopted by the Genera
Assenmbly on 17 Decenber 1979 (Code de conduite pour les responsables de |'application
des lois): "Law enforcenent officials may use force only when strictly necessary and to
the extent required for the performance of their duty."” ("Les responsables de
|"application des lois peuvent recourir & la force seulement |orsque cela est
strictenment nécessaire et dans |la nmesure exigée par |'acconplissenent de |leurs
fonctions.").

APPEALS TO
1) Son Excel |l ence Monsi eur le Président de la
Monsi eur L' Amiral Didier Ratsiraka Républ i que

Prési dent de | a République, La Présidence
Ambohi t sorohi tra, ANTANANARI VO, Madagascar
Tel egrams: President Ratsiraka, Antananarivo, Madagascar

2) Son Excellence Monsi eur |le Prenmier Mnistre
Monsi eur Guy Wl ly Razananasy

Premi er M nistre, Mhazoarivo

101 ANTANANARI VO, Madagascar

Tel egranms: Premier Mnistre, Antananarivo, Madagascar

3) Son Excellence Monsi eur e Mnistre
Monsi eur | e Col onel Charles Sylvain Rabotoarison
Mnistre de |'Intérieur, Mnistére de |'Intérieur, Anosy

101 ANTANANARI VO, Madagascar



Tel egranms: Mnistre de |'Interieur, Antananarivo, Mudagascar

4) Son Excell ence Monsi eur le Mnistre dél égué
Monsi eur Ferdi nand Ranafikely

M ni stre dél égué chargé de |la Sécurité

M nistere de la Sécurité

101 ANTANANARI VO, Madagascar

Tel egranms: M nistre dél égué chargé de la Securite, Antananarivo, Madagascar

COPI ES TO

Son Excel |l ence M di - Madagascar

Monsi eur Césaire Rabenoro BP 1414, Ankorondrano

M nistre des Affaires Etrangeres 101 ANTANANARI VO, Madagascar

M ni stére des Affaires Etrangéres

Anosy Madagascar Tri bune

101 ANTANANARI VO | nmeubl e SME

Madagascar rue Ravoninahitriniarivo
Ankor ondrano, 101 ANTANANARI VO
Madagascar

and to diplomatic representatives of Madagascar in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your
section office, if sending appeals after 9 Decenber 1991



