PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 38/05/00

EXTRA 84/ 00 Fear for safety / ill-treatnent 14 Novenber 1999

MAURI TANI A Menbers of |’ Union des forces dénocrati ques/ Ere nouvel |l e
(UFDY EN) :
Ahnmed Qul d Lafdal, UDF/EN External Relations Commttee Chair
Mohaned Qul d Har oun
Ahnmed Qul d Wedi aa, journalist
Ahned Qul d Bah
Sidi Quld Salem wuniversity professor
Mari éme M nt Saiga (f), UFD/EN wonen coordinator in Al mna
Benina M nt Chedad (f), UFD/EN wonen coordi nator in R adh
Si x other fenmal e UFDY EN nenbers

At least 13 nenbers of an opposition party, |’ Union des forces
dénocrati ques/ Ere nouvel l e (UFD) EN), Union of Denbcratic Forces-New Era
have been arrested, and at |east five of them appear to be held

i nconmuni cado. Ammesty International is concerned for their safety.

Ahned Qul d Lafdal, Mhanmed Qul d Haroun, Ahned Quld Wedi aa and Ahned Quld
Bah, who are | eading opposition politicians and senior nenbers of the
UFD) EN, were arrested by the police in Nouakchott, the capital, on 9
Novenber. Reports suggest that they have been hel d i ncomuni cado since.
Sidi Quld Sal em another senior UFD/EN nenmber, was arrested in Nouakchott
on 11 Novenber and is also reported to be held i nconmunicado. It is not
known where any of the five nmen are detained.

It has al so been reported that 8 wonen, including Mari éne M nt Saiga and
Beni na M nt Chedad, who are active nenbers of the UFDYEN, were arrested by
the police in Nouakchott on 13 Novenber. It is not known where they are
hel d.

Ammesty International fears the detainees mght be ill-treated in custody.
In the past few nonths, the Muritanian security forces have arbitrarily
arrested and detai ned scores of opposition supporters. Sonme were severely
beaten at the time of arrest and while in custody.

The latest arrests follow the government banning of the UFD)EN on 28
Cct ober, and appear to aimat silencing the UFD)EN and at preventing its
nmenbers from denonstrati ng.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Si nce the begi nning of Cctober, political tension has increased in
Mauritania as a result of the renewed fighting in Israel and the Cccupied
Territories. The authorities have forbidden and violently suppressed
several opposition denonstrations organi zed to protest against a 1999
governnent decision to establish diplomatic links with Israel. The
situation worsened after the government decided to dissolve the UFD EN on
28 Cctober, accusing the party of "inciting violence". The accusations have
been rejected by the UFD/ EN, whose Secretary General, Ahned Qul d Daddah,
descri bed the governnment’s decision as void and illegitinate.

Qpposition parties, human rights organi zations and the nedia operate with
great difficulty in Mauritania am dst a clinmate of increasing political
repression and arbitrary arrests. Press freedomis severely curtailed and
human rights organi zations are forced to operate w thout governnent



aut hori zation, |eaving human rights defenders liable to prosecution and
i mprisonnent under Mauritanian |aw for "adm nister[ing] associations which
are functioning w thout authorization"

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
French or your own | anguage

- urging the authorities to guarantee the safety of the thirteen UDF/ EN
nenbers detai ned since 9 Novenber, and to ensure that they are treated in
accordance with international standards;

- urging that they are given imedi ate access to their famlies, |awers
and nedi cal care as appropriate;

- expressing concern that the UFD)EN nenbers have been arrested solely
because of their political activities;

- urging the authorities to release theminmediately and unconditionally
unl ess they are to be charged with a recogni zably crim nal offence.

APPEALS TO
Pl ease note that you nmay experience problens in sending faxes.

President of the Republic

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur | e Président Maaouiya Quld Sid ‘ Ahned Taya

Prési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 184 Nouakchott

Mauritani a

Faxes: + 222 2 52636 (attention of Président de |a République)
Sal utation: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

Mnister of the Interior
Monsi eur Dah Qul d Abdel Jeli

Mnistre de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél écommuni cations
Mnistére de |'Intérieur, des Postes et des Tél éconmuni cati ons
BP 195 Nouakchot t

Mauri tani a

Faxes: + 222 2 53661

Sal utation: Mnsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

M ni ster of Justice

Monsi eur Lenrabott Sidi Mahnmoud Qul d Chei kh Ahnmed
Mnistre de la Justice

Mnistére de | a Justice

BP 350 Nouakchott

Mauri tani a

Faxes: + 222 2 57002

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M nister

Publi ¢ Prosecutor

Mohaned Yesl em Qul d Ji di nou

Procureur de |a République

Pal ai s de Justice

Nouakchott, Mauritania

Tel egrans: Procureur République, Nouakchott, Mauritania

Sal utation: Monsieur |le Procureur de |la République / Dear M Quld Jidinou

COPI ES TO



Newspaper
Le Cal ane

emai | : cal ane@onpunet. nr
La Tri bune

BP 6227 Nouakchott
Mauritani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 26 Decenber 2000.



