PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 38/08/00

UA 376/ 00 Fear for safety 12 Decenber 2000

MAURI TANI A Li eut enant Col onel Sal eh Qul d Hananna
Li eut enant Mokhtar Quld Tell
Capt ai n Yar ba

Amesty International is concerned for the safety of at |east three
Mauritani an arnmy officers who have reportedly been arrested and are held
i ncomuni cado.

Li eutenant Col onel Sal eh CQul d Hananna, Lieutenant Mokhtar Quld Telli and
Captain Yarba were reportedly arrested on 30 Novenber. They have been
transferred fromarny barracks near the capital Nouakchott to an unknown
destination. Their arrest followed the discovery of anti-governnent

| eafl ets at the Nouakchott army barracks. The three officers are thought to
have criticised the diplomatic |inks established between the Mauritanian
and the Israeli governnents. It appears that the three are suspected of

pl anni ng a coup.

Unconfirmed reports suggest that about ten other officers were also
arrested around the 40'" anniversary of Mauritani an i ndependence on 28
Novenber. On 7 Decenber, the Mauritanian authorities publically

acknow edged that a nunber of arny officers had been arrested for
“breaching discipline", but they refused to give the nunber of people
arrested or their identity. The Mauritanian authorities have since either
refused to speak to Ammesty International, or have told the organization
that the officers have been rel eased, but have been unable to give any
details about the nunber of people released, or their identities.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Political tension has increased in Mauritania in the last few nonths in
line with growi ng opposition to a 1999 governnment decision to establish
diplomatic links with Israel. On 28 October the governnent decided to
di ssol ve the opposition party, |’'Union des forces dénocratiques/Ere
nouvel l e (UFD/ EN), Uni on of Denobcratic Forces-New Era, in an attenpt to
suppress the opposition. Since then many people, including opposition

| eaders, have been arrested, sone of whomremain in detention

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes/express/airmai
letters in or your own |anguage:

- urging the authorities to guarantee the safety of Lieutenant Col one
Sal eh Qul d Hananna, Lieutenant Mokhtar Quld Telli and Captain Yarba, and
ensure that they are treated in accordance with international standards;
- urging that they are given inmediate access to their famlies, |awers
and nedi cal care as appropriate;

- asking to be told where they are detained and why they have been
arrest ed;

- calling for their i mediate and unconditional release if they are not to
be charged with a recognizably crimnal offence, and urging that if
charged, they be given a pronpt and fair trial

APPEALS TO

Pl ease note that you may experience problens in sending faxes.
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Presi dent of the Republic

Son Excel | ence

Monsi eur | e Président Maaouiya Quld Sid ‘ Ahned Taya

Pr ési dent de | a République

La Présidence

BP 184 Nouakchott

Maurit ani a

Faxes: + 222 2 52636 (attention of the Président de |a République)
Sal utation: Son Excellence / Your Excellency

M ni ster of Defence

Kaba CQul d El ewa

M ni stry of Defence

BP 184 Nouakchott

Mauri tani a

Tel egrans: Mnistre de | a Défense, Nouakchott, Mauritania
Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre / Dear M Quld El ewa

COPI ES TO

Newspapers
Le Cal ane

emai |l : cal ame@onpunet. nr
La Tri bune

BP 6227 Nouakchott
Mauri t ani a

and to diplomatic representatives of Mauritania accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 23 January 2001



