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NI GER: Mohamed Moussa, M nister of Transport, trade and tourism

Akol i Daouel, founder and | eader of the Union pour |la
dénocratie et le progres social (UDPS), Union for
denocracy and soci al progress

Moctar el Incha, Préfet, Governor, head of the loca

admi ni stration of Agadez

Al hassane Dogo, provincial sous-Préfet, deputy head of
the | ocal administration of Arlit

Elias el Mahadi, captain in the Arned Forces

Al hadji Kane, director of the Tourist Bureau in Agadez
and nenber of the UDPS
Rabdouane Mohaned, teacher

and many others including sone children

The seven peopl e naned above are anpng at |east 90 people of Tuareg origin
arrested in Niger between 27 and 31 August 1992. The arrests started on 27
August 1992 in the town of Agadez, |ocated 750 kil onmetres northeast of the
capital Ni aney, apparently after a police inspector was shot dead on 26
August 1992 by a group of arnmed nmen, whomthe authorities have clained were
Tuareg rebels. The arrests then spread to other towns in northern Niger
such as Arlit and Tchirozérine and also to Nianey, with the arrest of the
M ni ster of Transport, Mhanmed Moussa, a proni nent Tuareg, on 30 August
1992. Amesty International is concerned that those arrested may be at risk
of ill-treatnent or torture in detention

The arrests are reported to have been carried out by nenbers of the arned
forces without the authority of any court or judicial authority. The arny
demanded the rel ease of 30 hostages including 14 nenbers of the Republican
Guard and ei ght Gendarnes (nenbers of the para-nilitary police force) who
have been hel d captive since February 1992 by the Tuareg rebel novenent,
the Front de libération de |'"Air et de |'Azaouagh (FLAA), the Air and
Azaouagh Liberation Front. They also called for the dism ssal of sone
menbers of Niger's transitional governnent and of the Préfet of Agadez,
Moctar el Incha, whomthey claimis "an active nmenber of the Tuareg
rebellion". However, it appears that those arrested, who include children,
do not have any links with the FLAA and may wel| have been detai ned either
for ethnic reasons - because they are Tuareg - or political reasons -
because of their affiliation with the UDPS opposition party. Most are
currently detained at the nmilitary barracks of Agadez.

The Prime M nister, Amadou Cheffou, is not so far known to have condemed
these arrests carried out by the arned forces; indeed he has publicly
stated that those arrested will be questioned about their links with the



FLAA; he has also called on Tuareg rebels to "lay down their arns and to
rel ease the hostages" in order to achieve a peaceful settlenent.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON
The FLAA | aunched a viol ent campai gn against the security forces and the
government in late 1991. 1In 1990 hundreds of people belonging to the
Tuareg ethnic group were arrested, tortured or extrajudicially executed;
some of those held appeared to be prisoners of conscience. Ohers
reportedly died in detention as a result of torture or ill-treatnment. The
FLAA rebels were frustrated that N ger's National Conference, called to
di scuss the country's political future, had not addressed their demands for
equal treatnent; nor had it satisfactorily exam ned human rights violations
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agai nst Tuareg detainees in 1990. The Prime Mnister of the transitiona
government, Amadou Cheffou, has been engaged in negotiating a settlenent
with Tuareg | eaders, but rebel attacks have continued and Tuaregs have been
subjected to short termarrests in Arlit in May and in Abalak in July 1992.

This wave of arrests is likely to threaten again the country's difficult
transition to nulti-party denmocracy; presidential elections are currently
due to take place in Novenber and Decenber 1992. |In February and March
1992 the transitional process was threatened by acts of mutiny by arny
units protesting at the arrest of a mlitary captain who admtted to

i nvol venent in the killing of Tuareg detainees in 1990.

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes and airmai
letters either in French or in your own | anguage:

- enquiring about the reasons and | egal basis for the detention of the
seven peopl e nanmed above and all others within the Tuareg comrunity who
have been arrested since 27 August 1992;

- seeking assurances that they are not being subjected to ill-treatment or
torture;

- urging the authorities to allow themimedi ate access to officials of the
Procuracy, to legal counsel, to relatives and to nedical facilities if
needed;

- expressing concern that all those arrested appear to be prisoners of
conscience held arbitrarily and purely on account of their ethnic origin,
as nenbers of the Tuareg comunity;

- appealing for their unconditional and i medi ate rel ease.

APPEALS TO

1.Prime Mnister: Ni ger

M Amadou Chef fou Tel egranms: Chief of Staff of the
Premier Mnistre Arnmed Forces, Nianey, N ger

La Primature Sal ut ati on: Monsieur e Col onel /
NI AVEY Dear Col onel

Ni ger

Tel egranms: Prime Mnister,

Ni amey, Ni ger
Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer
M nistre / Dear Prime Mnister

2. Head of the Arny:

M | e Col onel Tounba Boubacar
Chef de |'état-nmmjor des forces
ar mges

Forces arnmées national es

NI AVEY




3.Mnister of the Interior:
M Daouda Rabi ou

Mnistre de |I'intérieur
M nistéere de |'intérieur
NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egrans: M nister of the
Interior, N anmey, N ger

Tel exes: 5214

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre /
Dear M ni ster

4. Mnister of Justice:

M Abdou Ti ousso

M nistéere de | a Justice

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egrams: M nister of Justice,
Ni amey, Ni ger

Tel exes: 5214

Sal utation: Monsieur le Mnistre /

Dear M ni ster

COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Le Républicain (Newspaper) Haské (Newspaper)
Nouvel I e inprimerie du Niger BP 297

Pl ace du Petit Marché Ni aney

BP 12015 Ni ger

Ni amey

Ni ger

Faxes: 227 73 41 42

and to diplomatic representatives of Niger accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 14 October 1992.



