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Further information on 275/92 (AFR 43/03/92, 2 Septenber 1992) - Lega
concern/Fear of ill-treatnent

NI GER: Mohamed Moussa, M nister of Transport, trade and tourism
Akol i Daouel, founder and | eader of the Union pour |la
dénocratie et le progres social (UDPS), Union for

denocracy and soci al progress
Moctar el Incha, Préfet, Governor, head of the |oca
admi ni stration of Agadez
Al hassane Dogo, provincial sous-Préfet, deputy head of the
| ocal adnministration of Arlit
Elias el Mahadi, captain in the Arned Forces
Al hadji Kane, director of the Tourist Bureau in Agadez and
menber of the UDPS
Rabdouane Mhaned, teacher

and many others including sone children

In response to appeals generated by this action [ UA 275/92 (AFR 43/03/92, 2
Sept enber 1992)], the head of the arned forces, |ssa Maazou, assured
partici pants that detai nees were being well-treated and were the subject of
i nvestigations. However, Amesty International remains concerned that the
above nentioned people of Tuareg origin, arrested in Niger between 27 and

31 August 1992, are anpbng at |least 100 other Tuareg, who are still detained
outside of any legal franmework for their alleged connections with the
Tuareg rebel nmovenent. It is still not clear where they are held.

These arrests started as an unofficial policy by some nenbers of the arny,
but Prime M nister Amadou Cheffou has since issued a statement in which he
said that "all nmeans woul d be put at the disposal of the security forces in
order to safeguard the security of all citizens". On 6 Cctober 1992 he
announced that he would hold a "forum for national reconciliation" at the
end of Novenber 1992 to discuss and try to find a peaceful settlenment to
the Tuareg question. He stated that all representatives of the Tuareg
noverment would be invited to attend this conference.

Si nce the beginning of Septenber 1992, the Front de libération de |'Air et
de |' Azaouagh (FLAA), the Air and Azaouagh Liberation Front, has
intensified attacks on civilian targets in northern Niger. On 15 Septenber
1992 a Tuareg chief apparently suspected of cooperating with security
forces was killed by Tuareg rebels. Earlier in August another Tuareg chi ef
was killed in simlar circunstances. Mst Tuareg chiefs of northern Niger
met in Agadez at the beginning of October 1992. They called for the

rel ease of all the innocent civilian Tuaregs and they al so condemed al




the recent attacks carried out by Tuareg rebels.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/tel exes/faxes and airnai
letters either in French or in your own | anguage:

- inquiring about the place of detention of above nmentioned people
i ncluding all other Tuareg held since August 1992;

- inquiring about the reasons and | egal basis for their detention;
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- calling again for their imediate and unconditional release if they have
not commtted a recognizably crimnal offence nor used or advocated
vi ol ence, stating that they appear to be held as prisoners of conscience.

APPEALS TO

1. Prine Mnister:

Monsi eur Amadou Cheffou

Premer Mnistre

La Primature

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egranms: Prime Mnister, N aney, N ger

Sal utation: Monsieur le Premer Mnistre/Dear Prinme Mnister

2. Head of the Arny:

Monsi eur | e Colonel |ssa Maazou

Chef de |'état-nmmjor des forces arnges

Forces arnmées national es

BP 745

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egranms: Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces, Nianmey, Niger
Sal ut ati on: Monsieur | e Col onel/Dear Col one

3. Mnister of the Interior:
Monsi eur Daouda Rabi ou

M nistre de |'intérieur

M nistére de |'intérieur

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egrams: Mnister of the Interior, N aney, Niger
Tel exes: 5214

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre/ Dear M nister

4. Mnister of Justice:
Monsi eur Abdou Ti ousso
M nistére de |l a Justice

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Tel egrams: M nister of Justice, N anmey, Niger
Tel exes: 5214

Salutation: Monsieur le Mnistre/ Dear M nister



COPI ES OF YOUR APPEALS TO

Le Républicain (Newspaper)

Nouvel I e inprimerie du Niger
Pl ace du Petit Marché

BP 12015

NI AVEY

Ni ger

Faxes: 227 73 41 42

Haské (Newspaper)
BP 297

Ni armey
Ni ger

and to diplomatic representatives of Niger accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 9 Decenber 1992.



