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Further information on UA 320/90 (AFR 44/13/90, 3 August 1990) - Death Penalty

NI GERI A: 12 young nmen sentenced to death:
Augusti ne Eke Mohanmed | br ahi m
Ki ki Francis Kabi ru Mohanmed
| sa Garuba Shahabu Mohasu
Mohanmed Garuba Awuj i Roshe
Sai du Gar uba Mohamed Sani
O uwol e Jitrey Jubril Sumail a

Mohanmed | brahim one of 12 young nmen sentenced to death in June 1988, has died
in prison, apparently as a result of nmedical neglect. Aged in his early 30s,
Mohanmed | brahi mreportedly died from pul nonary tubercul osis on 24 Decenber 1990
after being transferred to hospital fromKirikiri maximum security prison near
Lagos.

Ammesty International is concerned that executions could still take place
in these cases and that the |lives of these and other prisoners are at grave risk
from harsh prison conditions and | ack of appropriate care. Mal nutrition and

|l ack of nedical attention lead to a high rate of deaths in Nigerian prisons.

The 12 were sentenced to death in June 1988 by the Robbery and Firearns
Tribunal in Ilkeja, Lagos State, after being convicted of armed robbery. They
had no right of appeal to a higher court. Their trial was narked by a series of
procedural irregularities, and their case provoked protests both within and
outside Nigeria. This was partly because of the young age of the defendants; it
was reveal ed after the trial that Augustine Eke was only 14 when he was arrested
in 1984. However, the conduct of the trial was also criticized fromwthin
Lagos State's own Mnistry of Justice, which concluded that the convictions
woul d have been overturned by an appeal court. A thirteenth accused, Al kasu
Manunan, one of the younger defendants, died during the trial, apparently from
| ack of nedical care. In July 1990 the Mlitary Governor of Lagos State,

Col onel Raji Rasaki, announced that he would not conmute the death sentences in
this case.

Several attenpts have been nmade in the High Court to stop the execution of
the 12, so far without success because arned robbery cases fall outside its
jurisdiction. Only the relevant State Mlitary Governor has the authority to
confirmor disallow convictions and death sentences by Robbery and Firearns
Tri bunal s.

Ammesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases on the
grounds that it constitutes a particularly cruel, inhuman and degrading
puni shnment. In 1984 the United Nations urged that no person aged bel ow 18 at
the tinme of an offence should be sentenced to death and that defendants charged
with a capital offence should be granted all possible guarantees for a fair
trial and the right of appeal to a higher court. However, in Nigeria, the | aw
allows a prisoner aged 17 or over to be executed. Three nmen executed in Abuja,
the Federal Capital Territory, in January 1989, included Matthew Anu, reportedly
aged 17 years or younger at the time of the offence. |In 1984 Bayo Adel unola was
sentenced to death for a nmurder commtted when he was 17 and is currently
awai ting the outcone of a petition for clenmency. Five nmen aged between 17 and
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21 years at the tine of their arrest in 1983 were sentenced to death in Decenber
1990 for murder and arnmed robbery.

FURTHER RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ express and airnail letters:

- expressing concern at the death in prison of Mohanmed | brahim one of the 12
young nen sentenced to death in June 1988, and aski ng whether any inquest has
been held into his death;

- urging that the renmmining 11 prisoners receive appropriate nutrition and
medi cal treatnent, in conformty with the United Nations' Standard M ni mum Rul es
for the Treatment of Prisoners;

- expressing concern that, despite evidence that the trial of the 12 was unfair
and that Augustine Eke was only 14 at the tinme of the offence, no action has
been taken by the authorities to review these unsafe convictions or to comute
the death sentences. In view of the lack of any right of judicial review by a
hi gher court, urge that an independent judicial exam nation be nade of this case
or that the executive authorities accept the opinion of their own | egal advisors
that the convictions in this case were unsafe and shoul d be overturned;

- appealing for all the death sentences in this case to be comut ed.

APPEALS TO

General | brahi m BABANG DA

Presi dent, Commander-in-Chief of the Arnmed Forces

St at e House

Ri badu Road

| koyi Island

LAGOS, Nigeria

Tel egrans: President Babangi da, Lagos, Nigeria

Tel exes: 21444/ 21236 EXTNAL NG (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)

Prince Bola AJI BOLA

Attorney-Ceneral of the Federation and Mnister of Justice
M ni ster of Justice

The O d Secretari at

PMB 12517, Marina

LAGOS, Nigeria

Tel egranms: Justice Mnister Ajibola, Lagos, N geria

Maj or - General (Retd) Abdullahi B. MAMVAN

M nister of Internal Affairs

Mnistry of Internal Affairs

ABUJA, Federal Capital Territory, Nigeria

Tel egrans: Internal Affairs Mnister, Lagos, Nigeria

Col onel Raji RASAKI

MIlitary Governor, Lagos State

St ate House, Broad Street

POB 12637

10100 LAGCOS, Nigeria

Tel egrans: M litary Governor, Lagos, Nigeria

Ms L.M OKUNNU
Deputy Governor, Lagos State
St ate House, Broad Street



POB 12637
10100 LAGOS, Nigeria
Tel egranms: Deputy Governor, Lagos, Nigeria

COPI ES TO

Newswat ch, PMB 21499, |keja, Lagos, Nigeria

Vanguard, PMB 1007, Apapa, Lagos, Nigeria

Guardi an, Rutam House, PMB 1217, |solo, Lagos, Nigeria

and to diplomatic representatives of Nigeria in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or
your section office, if sending appeals after 20 February 1991.



