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Further information on UA 163/90 (AFR 44/07/90, 26 April) and foll ow ups
AFR 44/10/90 23 May, AFR 44/11/90, 25 July and AFR 44/12/90 30 July - Death
penal ty/| egal concern

NI GERI A: 27 peopl e executed

A further 27 people were executed by firing squad on 13 Septenber 1990
after being convicted by a special mlitary court of attenpting to

overt hrow t he governnent of General |brahi mBabangida in April 1990. They
had no right of appeal and were executed the day after the court's verdicts
were subnitted to the government for approval. Their death sentences were
not announced publicly until two days after their execution

Amesty International is concerned that their convictions, follow ng
secret trials before a governnent-controlled tribunal, would not stand up
to public scrutiny, and that the speed with which the governnent revi ewed
the convictions suggests that a thorough exam nation of the court records
did not take place. Ammesty International is concerned that the executions
went ahead for political reasons, w thout adequate attention being given to
the fairness or safety of the convictions, and is calling on the governnment
to make public the transcripts of these trials.

The special nmilitary court sentenced 29 people to death but the date
of conviction and sentenci ng was not made clear in the officia
announcenent on 15 Septenber 1990. Nine others were sentenced to prison
terms, three to life inprisonnent. Those sentenced to death had no right
to appeal against their convictions and sentences to a hi gher, independent
court. They were able only to petition for clenency fromthe Joint Chief
of Staff, the npst senior arned forces officers in the government, who nade
recommendations to the Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC), the nmilitary
government. The AFRC commuted two of the 29 death sentences to prison
terms of five and one years, reduced one |ife sentence to five years
i mpri sonment and ordered the rel ease of two others sentenced to life
i mpri sonment .

These 27 executions cone |ess than two nonths after the executions on
27 July 1990 of 42 others also convicted of involvenent in the same coup
attenpt, bringing to 69 the total nunber of those executed in connection
with the coup attenpt. The 42 were either nenbers or former nmenbers of the
armed forces and included private soldiers as well as officers.

Both trials failed in many inportant respects to neet internationa
standards of fairness. The special mlitary court was presided over by a
menber of the government, Mjor-General (Retired) |Ike Nwachukwu, who was
reappoi nted to the post of Mnister of Foreign Affairs in August 1990, and
sat in canmera in the headquarters of the Brigade of Guards in Lagos, with
government briefings the only source of information for journalists. No
i ndependent observers were allowed into the trials and consequently no
detail ed assessnent of the fairness or defects of the trials is avail able.
Def endants were not allowed to choose their own defence counsel, who were
armed forces officers and enpl oyees of the governnent, and it is not clear
that they had sufficient tine to prepare their defence properly. They were
deni ed any judicial appeal to a higher, independent court and both in July
and in Septenmber, executions took place i mediately after the AFRC
rejected petitions for clenmency and confirned the death sentences.



Amesty I nternational opposes the death penalty in all cases on the

grounds that it constitutes a particularly cruel, inhuman and degradi ng
puni shment, and works for the fair and open trial of all politica
prisoners. |In 1984 the United Nations urged that defendants charged with a

capital offence should be granted all possible safeguards to ensure a fair
trial and allowed an opportunity to contest their convictions and sentences
before a higher court.



RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Tel egrans/tel exes/ faxes/ express and airmail letters:
- expressing dismy at the executions of a further 27 people on 13

Sept enber 1990, which brings to 69 the total nunber of those executed in
connection with the coup attenpt in April 1990;

- repeating your concern that they were sentenced to death after trials
before a mlitary court which cannot be considered either to have been

i ndependent of the governnment or to have guaranteed a fair trial and that
they had no right of appeal to a higher, independent jurisdiction

- saying that Amesty International is concerned that the executions went
ahead for political reasons, w thout adequate attention being given to the
fairness or safety of the convictions, and is calling on the governnment to
make public the transcripts of these trials;

- referring to the set of safeguards to be applied in capital cases, which
wer e adopted by the United Nations Econom ¢ and Social Council in 1984 and
whi ch stipulate, ampong other things, that anyone who is sentenced to death
shoul d have his or her conviction and sentence revi ewed by a higher court;

- explaining that, while Amesty International does not in any way condone
the actions of the insurgents, it opposes the death penalty in all cases
and works for the fair and open trial of all political prisoners.

APPEALS TO
General | brahi m Babangi da Tel egrams: President |brahim
Presi dent, Commander -i n- Chi ef Babangi da, Lagos Nigeria

of the Arned Forces
St at e House

Ri badu Road Tel exes: 21444 extnal ng

| koyi Island 21236 extnal ng

Lagos, Nigeria (via Mnistry of Foreign Affairs)
Vi ce- Admi ral (Retd) Augustus Ai khomu

Vi ce- Presi dent Tel egrams: Vi ce-President Ai khomu,
St at e House Lagos, Nigeria

Ri badu Road

| koyi Island Tel exes: 22610 deptry

Lagos, Nigeria (via Mnistry of Defence)

Li eut enant - General Sani Abacha
Chi ef of Defence Staff and M nister of Defence
M ni stry of Defence

I ndependence Buil di ng Tel egranms: M ni ster of Defence,
Taf awa Bal ewa Squar e Lagos, Nigeria
Lagos, Nigeria Tel exes: 22610 deptry

COPI ES TO

Maj or - General (Retd) Ike O S. Nwachukwu
M ni ster of External Affairs

NTA Bui | di ng

Awol owo Road

| koyi Island

Lagos, Nigeria

NEWS MEDI A:



The Daily Tinmes, New Isheri Road, Agidengbi, PMB 21340, |keja, Lagos,
Vanguard, PMB 1007, Apapa, Lagos, Nigeria

Ni geria Standard, PMB 2112, Jos, Plateau State, N geria

The Guardi an, Rutam House, PMB 1217, Isolo, Lagos, N geria

Nati onal Concord, Concord House, 42 Concord Way, POB 4483, |keja, Lagos,
Ni geri a

and to diplomatic representatives of Nigeria in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 1 Novenber 1990.



