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EXTRA 16/ 99 Fear of Torture 8 February 1999

Z1 NBABW\E Grace Kwi njeh ] Journali st
Dr | bbo Mandaza ] Publisher Zi nmbabwe M rror Newspaper

Ammesty International fears that the two above-naned journalists, who were
detained on 8 February 1999, are at risk of torture or ill-treatnment in
det enti on.

Fears for their safety are heightened after two other journalists recently
arrested by police were transferred into mlitary custody and severely
tortured for 24 hours at a torture centre outside Harare, the capital (see
Extra 07/99, AFR 46/03/99, 22 January 1999).

Grace Kwi njeh, a reporter; Fernando Goncal ves, an editor; Ferai Mingazi, a
former editor; and Dr |Ibbo Mandaza, the publisher of the independent

Zi mbabwe M rror newspaper, were arrested by the Criminal |Investigations
Division (CID) of the Zi nbabwe Republic Police. Fernando Goncal ves and
Ferai Mungazi were rel eased from police custody, pending a court
appearance, on 9 February. Grace Kwi njeh and Dr | bbo Mandaza remain in
custody, reportedly on the orders of a senior police official. Dr I|bbo
Mandaza requires nedication for a lung illness.

Al four are charged with allegedly publishing a false report “likely to
cause fear, alarm or despondency anong the public”. The charges are in
connection with an article published by the paper on 30 Cctober 1998 which
reported that a Zinbabwean fam |y had received just the head of their son,
a soldier in the Zinbabwe National Arny (ZNA) killed in the Denobcratic
Republ i c of the Congo, where the arny is depl oyed.

Fol l owi ng publication of the article, Grace Kw njeh subsequently received
an anonynous tel ephone call froma man who wanted to know the source of the
story. She later told Amesty International that the call had frightened
her. Fernando Goncal ves al so received a nunber of threatening calls
relating to the sane article.

Ammesty International considers the detainees to be prisoners of
consci ence.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

In a televised address to the nation on 6 February 1999, President Robert
Mugabe attacked the nmedia, human rights activists and "sone agents of
Britain" who he alleged were underm ning the loyalty of the Zi nbabwe
National Arny (ZNA).

In his address, the president also attacked four Suprene Court judges who
had witten to himasking himto reaffirmhis commtnent to the “rule of

| aw’ in Zinbabwe. The judges had al so asked himto confirmthat the power
of arrest remained with civilian police and not the arnmed forces, that he
woul d not tolerate torture, that he would sanction an investigation into
al l egations of the recent torture of two journalists and that he would
reaffirmhis confidence in the judiciary and police to investigate all eged
crimes.
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Presi dent Mugabe replied that the judges had no right to instruct himon
any matter and called upon themto resign and becone politicians instead.

In a sweeping attack agai nst sone journalists and human rights activists,
he named Clive Wl son, nmanaging director of the Standard newspaper and its’
publ i sher Clive Murphy -- along with human rights | awer David Coltart and
M ke Auret, the national director of the Catholic Comn ssion for Justice
and Peace -- as having an "evil" agenda to topple his country's bl ack
government. He said "They have pushed our sense of racial tolerance to the
limt" and warned that he would take "very stern neasures agai nst thent
This is an apparent threat of extra-legal action against them since they
have comritted no recogni zabl e crim nal offense.

The president condoned the alleged torture of the journalists, Mark
Chavunduka and Ray Choto, saying: "If the Standard had not behaved in such
a blatantly dishonest and unethical manner, the arnmy would not have acted
the way they did”. The Standard printed an article on 10 January all egi ng
that a plot within the ZNA to overthrow the governnent of Robert Migabe had
been foiled and that 23 soldiers and officers had been arrested. Mrk
Chavunduka and Ray Choto rermain out on bail, pending trial

RECOMVENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send tel egrans/faxes/express/airmail letters in
Engli sh or your own | anguage:

- expressing fears for the safety in detention of Grace Kwi njeh and Dr |bbo
Mandaza, followi ng the recent torture of two other journalists arrested in
January 1999;

- seeking assurances that they will not be transferred into mlitary
custody and will have full access to |legal representatives, famly and

nmedi cal care

- urging that they be i mediately and unconditionally released from custody
as prisoners of conscience, detained solely for their legal activities as
journalists;

- urging the Zi nbabwean authorities to reaffirmtheir opposition to torture
under any circunstances.

APPEALS TO (pl ease note that fax tones may be difficult to obtain out of
of fice hours):

Presi dent Robert Mugabe

O fice of the President

Private Bag 7700

Causeway, Harare, Zi nbabwe

Tel egrans: President, Harare, Zinbabwe

Faxes: + 263 4 756 443 (Ask for the fax machine to be turned on) /
263 4 734 644 | 263 4 792 044

Sal ut ati on: Dear President Migabe

M ni ster of Home Affairs Dum so Dabengwa

M nistry of Honme Affairs

Private Bag 505D

Har are, Zi nbabwe

Tel egrans: Mnister Home Affairs, Harare, Zi nbabwe
Faxes: + 263 4 726 716

Sal ut ati on: Dear M nister

Pol i ce Conmi ssi oner Augustine Chi huri



Pol i ce Headquarters
PO Box 8807, Causeway

Har are, Zi nbabwe
Tel egranms: Police Comn ssioner, Harare,
Faxes: + 263 4 728 768

Sal utation: Dear Police Comm ssioner
COPI ES TO

The Zi mbabwe M rror

PO Box MP 1005,

Mount Pl easant, Harare, Zi nbabwe

Faxes: + 263 4 704953

The Standard/ The | ndependent
PO Box 661730
Kapj e, Harare,

Newspaper s

Zi mbabwe

and to diplomatic representatives of Zinmbabwe accredited to your

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MMVEDI ATELY. Check with the Internationa
i f sending appeals after

or your section office,

Zi mbabwe

country.

Secretari at,
8 March 1999.



