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Further information on 283/02 (AFR 46/043/ 2002, 13 Septenber 2002) - Fear
for safety/Fear of torture or ill-treatnent/|nconmuni cado detention

Z1 NBABW\E Fergus Blackie (m, retired Hi gh Court judge, aged 65

Retired H gh Court judge Fergus Bl ackie was rel eased on bail on 16

Sept enber, but the charges agai nst him which Amesty Internationa

beli eves may be based solely on his recent conviction of the Zi nbabwean
M ni ster of Justice, Legal and Parlianmentary Affairs, have not been

dr opped.

On 13 Septenber, Zi nbabwe police arrested Fergus Blackie in Harare. He was
hel d in i ncommuni cado detention for one day and was deni ed access to his

| awyer and family, until it was published on 14 Septenber in a governnent-
run newspaper that he was being held at Matapi police station in Mare,
Harare. Al though Bl ackie suffers from hypertension, he was deni ed access to
hi s medi cati on.

On 15 Septenber, a court application seeking his rel ease was deni ed by High
Court Justice Ben H atshwayo, who ruled that his arrest was |awful.

However, on 16 Septenber, Magistrate Lillian Kudya granted bail and Bl ackie
was rel eased on conditions that he surrender his passport and report to his
| ocal police station once a week. His remand hearing is schedul ed for 18
Novenber. His |lawers are liaising with the Attorney Ceneral’'s office to
deternmine if the state has sufficient evidence to proceed to trial

Bl acki e has been charged with contravening Section 4 of Zinbabwe’'s
Prevention of Corruption Act, or alternatively obstructing the course of
justice. These charges stemfromalleged irregularities in Blackie s past
handling of a case on 8 May where he overturned the conviction of a white
Zi mbabwean worman, who was arrested for stealing noney from her enployer, on
the basis of discrepancies in the state’'s case agai nst her. The appeal case
was heard jointly with High Court Justice Rita Makarau. However, Bl ackie
reportedly did not consult Makarau prior to his ruling, which is considered
i rregul ar behavi our.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Amesty International believes that the real notivation for Blackie’'s
arrest stems fromhis 17 July conviction of Patrick Chinamasa, the M nister
of Justice, Legal and Parlianentary Affairs, on two counts of contenpt of
court. The Mnister was sentenced in absentia to three nonths in jail and
fined approxi mately US$930. The conviction followed the Mnister’'s failure
to appear in court to answer a contenpt of court charge stemming fromhis
criticismof a court ruling by Fergus Bl ackie. Justice Charles Hungwe (nane
corrected) of the Suprenme Court |ater permanently overturned Bl ackie's
ruling convicting Chinanasa.

Thanks to all who sent appeals. Ammesty International will continue to
nmonitor the case of Fergus Bl ackie cl osely.



